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Our Redeemer Lutheran Church                                         Prospect Heights, IL 
Second Sunday in Lent                              Sunday, February 28, 2021 
Because God Has Remembered 

 
As We Gather 

The old Latin name for this, the Second Sunday in Lent, is Reminiscere, because the Introit 
pleads, “Remember Your mercy, O Lord.” Confidently, it continues by encouraging us to trust 
Him because “He has remembered us; He will bless us.” Indeed, God’s promises to Abram in 
today’s Old Testament Reading were kept as Jesus moved unswervingly toward the cross, as 
He does in today’s Gospel. As a result, we can be sure, Paul reminds us in the Epistle, that we 
have peace with God. Even in suffering, we know that hope will not disappoint us, for we 
remember that “while we were still sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8). 
 
 

Opening Hymn   436   Go to Dark Gethsemane 
 
1 Go to dark Gethsemane, 

    All who feel the tempter’s pow’r; 
Your Redeemer’s conflict see, 
    Watch with Him one bitter hour; 
Turn not from His griefs away; 
Learn from Jesus Christ to pray. 

 

3 Calv’ry’s mournful mountain climb; 
    There, adoring at His feet, 
Mark that miracle of time, 
    God’s own sacrifice complete. 
“It is finished!” hear Him cry; 
Learn from Jesus Christ to die. 

2 Follow to the judgment hall, 
    View the Lord of life arraigned; 
Oh, the wormwood and the gall! 
    Oh, the pangs His soul sustained! 
Shun not suff’ring, shame, or loss; 
Learn from Him to bear the cross. 

 

4 Early hasten to the tomb 
    Where they laid His breathless clay; 
All is solitude and gloom. 
    Who has taken Him away? 
Christ is ris’n! He meets our eyes. 
Savior, teach us so to rise. 

 
Text: Public domain 
Hymn Accompaniment ©2009 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission. 
 

 
Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

 
Confession and Absolution 
 

P God established an everlasting covenant with Abraham, 
C but our faith has waxed and waned. O Lord, forgive our forgetfulness of Your 

unchanging grace. 
 
P David wrote, “All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord,” 
C but we have failed to remind one another of God’s mercy and love. O Lord, forgive 

our hesitancy to share the news of Your gracious presence. 
P Paul wrote that because Christ died for the ungodly, we are justified by His blood, 
C but we have tried to hide our sinfulness. O Lord, forgive our blindness to the 

necessary sacrifice of our Savior. 
 



P God sent His Son into the world with one purpose: to save us from the wrath of God. “For if 
while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of His Son, much more, 
now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by His life.” As a called and ordained 
servant of Christ, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T 
Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Introit Psalm 115:11–13; antiphon: Psalm 25:6 
P Remember Your mercy, O LORD, and Your steadfast love, 

for they have been from of old. 
 
You who fear the LORD, trust in the LORD! 
He is their help and their shield. 

C The LORD has remembered us; He will bless us; 
He will bless the house of Israel; He will bless the house of Aaron; 

 
P He will bless those who fear the LORD, both the small and the great. 
C We will bless the LORD from this time forth and forevermore. 

Praise the LORD! 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
Remember Your mercy, O LORD, and Your steadfast love, 
for they have been from of old. 

 
Kyrie 

P In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 
P For the peace we have with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 
P For peace among the families of the nations and in coming generations, let us pray to the 

Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 
P For all who rejoice here for our access by faith into this grace in which we stand, let us 

pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 
P By Your purposeful suffering, rejection, death, and resurrection—help, save, comfort, and 

defend us, gracious Lord. 
C Amen. 
 

Salutation 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 

 
 



Prayer of the Day 
P Let us pray.  O God, You see that of ourselves we have no strength. By Your 
mighty power defend us from all adversities that may happen to the body and from all 
evil thoughts that may assault and hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 C  Amen. 
 

 
 
Old Testament Reading Genesis 17:1–7, 15–16 

 1When Abram was ninety-nine years old the LORD appeared to Abram and said to him, “I am 
God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless, 2that I may make my covenant between me 
and you, and may multiply you greatly.” 3Then Abram fell on his face. And God said to him, 
4“Behold, my covenant is with you, and you shall be the father of a multitude of nations. 5No 
longer shall your name be called Abram, but your name shall be Abraham, for I have made 
you the father of a multitude of nations. 6I will make you exceedingly fruitful, and I will make 
you into nations, and kings shall come from you. 7And I will establish my covenant between me 
and you and your offspring after you throughout their generations for an everlasting covenant, 
to be God to you and to your offspring after you. . . . 
 15And God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her name Sarai, but 
Sarah shall be her name. 16I will bless her, and moreover, I will give you a son by her. I will 
bless her, and she shall become nations; kings of peoples shall come from her.” 
 
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Epistle Romans 5:1–11 
 1Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 2Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we 
stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 3More than that, we rejoice in our sufferings, 
knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4and endurance produces character, and 
character produces hope, 5and hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been 
poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us. 
 6For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7For one will 
scarcely die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person one would dare even 
to die— 8but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 
9Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much more shall we be saved by 
him from the wrath of God. 10For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the 
death of his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life. 11More 
than that, we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now 
received reconciliation. 
 
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Verse Mark 8:34b 
P If anyone would come after Me, 
C let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow Me. 
 

 



Holy Gospel Mark 14:32–42 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the fourteenth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
 32And they went to a place called Gethsemane. And he said to his disciples, “Sit here while I 
pray.” 33And he took with him Peter and James and John, and began to be greatly distressed 
and troubled. 34And he said to them, “My soul is very sorrowful, even to death. Remain here 
and watch.” 35And going a little farther, he fell on the ground and prayed that, if it were 
possible, the hour might pass from him. 36And he said, “Abba, Father, all things are possible 
for you. Remove this cup from me. Yet not what I will, but what you will.” 37And he came and 
found them sleeping, and he said to Peter, “Simon, are you asleep? Could you not watch one 
hour? 38Watch and pray that you may not enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but 
the flesh is weak.” 39And again he went away and prayed, saying the same words. 40And again 
he came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were very heavy, and they did not know what 
to answer him. 41And he came the third time and said to them, “Are you still sleeping and 
taking your rest? It is enough; the hour has come. The Son of Man is betrayed into the hands 
of sinners. 42Rise, let us be going; see, my betrayer is at hand.” 
 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

 
Hymn of the Day   663    Rise, My Soul, to Watch and Pray 

1 Rise, my soul, to watch and pray; 
    From your sleep awaken! 
Be not by the evil day 
    Unawares o’ertaken; 
        For the foe, 
        Well we know, 
    Is a harvest reaping 
    While the saints are sleeping. 

 

 

2 Watch against the devil’s snares 
    Lest asleep he find you; 
For indeed no pains he spares 
    To deceive and blind you. 
        Satan’s prey 
        Oft are they 
    Who secure are sleeping 
    And no watch are keeping. 

4 Watch against yourself, my soul, 
    Lest with grace you trifle; 
Let not self your thoughts control 
    Nor God’s mercy stifle. 
        Pride and sin 
        Lurk within, 
    All your hopes to shatter; 
    Heed not when they flatter. 

 
3 Watch! Let not the wicked world 

    With its lies defeat you 
Lest with bold deceptions hurled 
    It betray and cheat you. 
        Watch and see 
        Lest there be 
    Faithless friends to charm you, 
    Who but seek to harm you. 

5 But while watching, also pray 
    To the Lord unceasing. 
God protects you day by day, 
    Strength and faith increasing, 
        So that still 
        Mind and will 
    Shall unite to serve Him 
    And forever love Him. 

Text: Public domain 
Hymn Accompaniment ©2009 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission. 

 



 

Sermon    “Seeing in the Dark” 

 
Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
Prayer of the Church 

P Let us pray for the Church here and around the world and for all people in their various 
circumstances. 
 
For the Church around the world, all people who join Peter in professing that Jesus is the 
Christ, that they trust God’s purpose for their lives, take up their crosses, and follow, let us 
pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 
P For all who spend their lives serving the physical, mental, social, and emotional needs of 

the people around them, that God bless and guide them according to His gracious 
purpose, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 
P For professional counselors and private confidants who alleviate suffering, enable 

endurance, support character, and encourage hope, that they serve as conduits for God’s 
purposes in the lives of their patients, family, and friends, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 
P For those who lead the governments of the world, that they find purpose in their positions, 

using every means to increase harvests, combat global health crises, minimize conflict 
between nations, and ensure equal justice for all their citizens, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 
 



P For those near and dear to us, especially Hedy Beer, Kathleen, Alicia, Sallyann, Sheila, 
Lou, Jean Staffa, Dana, Kaylee, Leah, Terri, Rory, Jean, Ray Wirsing, Rod Isaacson, 
Sharlene, Fran, Doug, Paula, Wally Olson, and Pastor Barber and his family, that God 
bring about the healing, comfort, freedom, and dignity for which they send requests to our 
gracious Lord, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 
P These and any other things You would have us ask of You, heavenly Father, grant to us 

for the sake of the bitter sufferings and death of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, in whose 
name we pray. 

C Amen. 
 
Lord's Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Blessing 
      P   The Almighty Father, the Christ, the Son of the Blessed One, and the Holy Spirit 

strengthen you in believing and guard you in peace. 
 

C Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn   731    O God, Forsake Me Not 
1 O God, forsake me not! 

    Your gracious presence lend me; 
Lord, lead Your helpless child; 
    Your Holy Spirit send me 
That I my course may run. 
    O be my light, my lot, 
My staff, my rock, my shield— 
    O God, forsake me not! 

 

3 O God, forsake me not! 
    Lord, hear my supplication! 
In ev’ry evil hour 
    Help me resist temptation; 
And when the prince of hell 
    My conscience seeks to blot, 
Be then not far from me— 
    O God, forsake me not! 

 
2 O God, forsake me not! 

    Take not Your Spirit from me; 
Do not permit the might 
    Of sin to overcome me. 
Increase my feeble faith, 
    Which You alone have wrought. 
O be my strength and pow’r— 
    O God, forsake me not! 

4 O God, forsake me not! 
    Lord, I am Yours forever. 
O keep me strong in faith 
    That I may leave You never. 
Grant me a blessèd end 
    When my good fight is fought; 
Help me in life and death— 
    O God, forsake me not! 



Text: Public domain 
Hymn Accompaniment ©2009 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission. 
 

Dismissal 
P Go in peace as you serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God! 
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BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS – February 28, 2021 

 
 
Wheeling Food Pantry Wish List 
 
The Wheeling Township food pantry is in need of the following items: Body Wash, Cleaning Products (dish soap, spray for 
counters, etc.) Detergent, Shampoo and Conditioner and Shaving Cream.  Items can be dropped off at the Wheeling 
Township office located at 1616 N Arlington Heights Road, Arlington Heights. Questions can be directed to Julie Villarreal at 
847-259-7730 
 
Wednesday Evening Pastor-Led Bible Studies 
 
The Pastor-Led Bible Studies on Wednesday evenings will be suspended during Lent, allowing for MidWeek Lenten Devotions 
on Wednesdays through the week prior to Holy Week (March 28-April 4).  Pastor-Led Bible Studies will resume on 
Wednesdays, starting on April 21, 2021. 
 
Midweek (Wednesday) devotions through Lent: 
 
Schedule: Wednesdays February 24 – March 24, 2021 
7:00 to 7:45 pm: Devotions Online, with discussion following 
Website: https://Koinonia.ClickMeeting.com 
Look for: Lenten Midweek Devotions and click the button to [Join] 
Phone-in Chicago: +1 (312) 702-1380 
Participant PIN: 817491474# 
Event ID: 877-837-975 
 
Email address for Pastor Jim 
 
If you would like to send an email to Pastor Jim, please use the following address: 
Pastor@ourredeemerprospectheights.org.  
 
Prayer Request Information 
 
If you have a prayer request, please notify Jim Burmeister via text at (847) 343-3798, Phone (847)934-5963 home or 
(847)343-3798 cell; or via email at elder@ourredeemerprospectheights.org.  
 
Are you a Thrivent Member? 
 
Have you directed your Choice Dollars?  Please remember to check your Thrivent account at least on an annual basis and 
indicate where you would like to have them directed.  Both Our Redeemer and Sonshine are included in the recognized 
recipients and would appreciate being designated.  Thrivent provides this free of charge to members, so remember to take 
advantage of their generosity!  
 
Altar Flowers 
 
We have resumed our Altar Flower program. Anyone interested in ordering flowers for the Church Altar, please contact 
Laurie in the Church Office at 847/537-4430 or office@ourredeemerprospectheights.org  
 
Thank You For The Flowers! 
 
Thank you Bob and Beverly Chudy for the Altar arrangements that were placed to the glory of God on Sunday February 21st 
in celebration of Bev’s 80th Birthday on February 20th. 
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