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Our Redeemer Lutheran Church                                                                             Prospect Heights, IL 
The Ascension of the Lord (Observed)                                                                   Sunday, May 16, 2021 
 
Jesus Is Enough 

 
As We Gather 
“I’ll see you soon!” So says the parent, spouse, or friend leaving for an errand or a short trip, with 
certainty that time together will soon be had again. “I’ll see you soon!” so says Jesus as He departs 
and ascends into heaven. And though it has not been hours or days or even weeks, rather nearly two 
thousand years later, we still hold to the certainty of His promise that we shall see Him again soon at 
His time. Until that day, though, we are wise to not stay looking up into the sky, as the disciples began 
to do long ago. Rather, we heed His mission to make disciples and keep ourselves prepared for that 
day. Even as we long to see Him soon, we know that Jesus is enough for us every day, and we take 
comfort in the fact that our ascended Lord Jesus remains present with us now, in this life, even amid 
troubles and trials. We hold on to His promises by the faith given, and we anticipate that joyful day 
when He will come again in the same way He was taken up into heaven. 

 
Opening Hymn   493    A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 
5 Be now our joy on earth, O Lord, 

And be our future great reward. 
    Alleluia, alleluia! 
Then, throned with You forever, we 
Shall praise Your name eternally. 
    Alleluia, alleluia! 
    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 
D 6 O risen Christ, ascended Lord, 

All praise to You let earth accord: 
    Alleluia, alleluia! 
You are, while endless ages run, 
With Father and with Spirit one. 
    Alleluia, alleluia! 
    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001439 
Tune: Public domain 

 
Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

Easter Acclamation  
P Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
C He is risen indeed! Alleluia 
 
 

Confession and Absolution 
P For the LORD, the Most High, is to be feared, a great king over all the earth. 
C He subdued peoples under us, and nations under our feet. 
  
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
  
P Let us then confess our sins unto our gracious Lord. 
C We confess before God and before one another that we have failed to live in the image of Christ. We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed. 
  
P We stand guilty before our Father in heaven and are in need of His forgiveness. 
C Forgive us for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
  
P Because of and in Christ’s continued presence through all our days, 
C renew us and strengthen us for Christlike living and service in Your kingdom until the day when we 

ascend to the heavenly realm where we shall be in the presence of Christ forever and ever. 
 

Absolution 
P Jesus Christ, your ascended Lord, has heard your confession, and He alone has the power to forgive all sin. 

His presence and grace are enough for us in this time and eternally. God has promised His merciful 
forgiveness for the sake of His Son, Jesus, to those who repent of their sins and turn to Him in faith. As a 
called and ordained servant of the Word, in His stead and by His command, I therefore forgive you all your 
sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
  
P God keep you in His grace by the Holy Spirit, lead you in ways of faith and obedience, and finally bring you 

to live with Him forever; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
C Amen. 



 

WORD 
 

Introit Psalm 110:1, 4–5; antiphon: Psalm 47:5 

P God has gone up with a shout, 
C the LORD with the sound of a trumpet. 
P    The LORD says to my Lord: “Sit at my right hand, 
C    until I make your enemies your footstool.” 
P    The LORD has sworn and will not change his mind, 
C    “You are a priest forever after the order of Melchizedek.” 
P    The Lord is at your right hand; 
C he will shatter kings on the day of his wrath. 
C    Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
  and to the Holy Spirit; 
       as it was in the beginning, 
  is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
P   God has gone up with a shout, 
C    the LORD with the sound of a trumpet. 
 

Kyrie LSB 186 
C Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 
Salutation 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, as Your only-begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, ascended into the heavens, so 
may we also ascend in heart and mind and continually dwell there with Him, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

  



First Reading  Acts 1:1–11   page #    in Pew Bible 
 1In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and teach, 2until the day when he was 
taken up, after he had given commands through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3To them he 
presented himself alive after his suffering by many proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the 
kingdom of God. 
 4And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the 
Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; 5for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy 
Spirit not many days from now.” 
 6So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7He 
said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by his own authority. 8But you will 
receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea 
and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 9And when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted 
up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men 
stood by them in white robes, 11and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was 
taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 
  
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle   Ephesians 1:15–23    page #    in Pew Bible 
 15For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, 16I do not 
cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers, 17that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 
glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of him, 18having the eyes of your hearts 
enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious 
inheritance in the saints, 19and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe, according to the 
working of his great might 20that he worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right 
hand in the heavenly places, 21far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is 
named, not only in this age but also in the one to come. 22And he put all things under his feet and gave him as head over 
all things to the church, 23which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 
 

Verse Romans 6:9; Matthew 28:20b 

C Alleluia. We know that Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; death no longer has 
dominion over him. Alleluia. Behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age. Alleluia. 

 
Holy Gospel   Luke 24:44–53    page #    in Pew Bible 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-fourth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 44Then [Jesus] said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you, that 
everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” 
45Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, 46and said to them, “Thus it is written, that 
the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, 47and that repentance and forgiveness of 
sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of 
these things. 49And behold, I am sending the promise of my Father upon you. But stay in the city until 
you are clothed with power from on high.” 
 50Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his hands he blessed them. 51While he blessed 
them, he parted from them and was carried up into heaven. 52And they worshiped him and returned to 
Jerusalem with great joy, 53and were continually in the temple blessing God. 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 



        525 Crown Him with Many Crowns 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 
Sermon 

 
Creed 

C I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 



     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Prayer of the Church 

P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs. 
 
Ascended Lord, Jesus Christ, we rejoice as we bring our prayers to Your throne of grace. We pray for the whole 
Christian Church, that through it the will of God be done among us on earth and that in it we may rejoice in 
hearing the Good News of the Gospel. Ascended Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P As all things on this earth are under Your feet, we pray for the nations of the world and for those who lead them, 
that justice, security, and peace be known around the globe by Your mercies, provisions, and grace. Ascended 
Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  
P We pray for the Church and for this congregation, that we use wisely the time and all resources You have given 

us, accomplishing Your will to further Your mission by the power of the Holy Spirit. Ascended Lord, in Your 
mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 
P We pray for all those with special needs facing trial and troubles in spirit or body, and all those whose cares and 

challenges are of concern to us, [especially . . .]. Assure them and us of Your continuing presence in their lives 
and in our lives also. For the times in our lives when we wonder if Jesus is enough, remind us that because of 
Christ’s ascension, His presence remains each day as He continually pours out His gifts of grace, mercy, and 
forgiveness. Ascended Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  
P With gratefulness, ascended Lord, we thank You for the faithful witness of those no longer with us here on earth 

who rejoice in Your eternal care. Inspire us by their faithful witness and help us serve You and others in love all 
our days. Ascended Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

Additional petitions may follow. 
P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves and all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy through Your 

Son, the Good Shepherd, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
C Amen. 
 

Preface 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
  
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

  



Proper Preface 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, 

almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who after His resurrection appeared openly to all 
His disciples and in their sight was taken up into heaven that He might make us partakers of His divine life. 
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 
name, evermore praising You and saying: 

Sanctus LSB 178 
C Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might: 

Heav’n and earth are full of Your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You created and sent Your 
only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation 
accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 
  
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us 
with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own 
testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage 
feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To 
You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 
Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it 
and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: 
“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
Proclamation of Christ 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 
C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to 

remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection 
from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your 
kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 
Lord's Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 



 
Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 
We receive the True Body & True Blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 
 
 

Post-Communion Thanksgiving 
P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You 
that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one 
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

 
 
Closing Hymn   805    Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 
 
 

Easter Acclamation  
P Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
C He is risen indeed! Alleluia 
 

Dismissal 
P With the power He has given through His Spirit, as His loved and forgiven people and as His witnesses here, 

nearby, and to the ends of the earth, go in peace as you serve our risen and ascended Lord. 
C Thanks be to God! 
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Weekly Announcements 
 

Worship: 
If you are planning to attend in person worship, please register each week using the link below. 
https://rsvp.church/r/PsLbwYgP  
 
Should you be unable to join us in person, please visit our website: ourredeemerprospectheights.org and click on the 
Livestream Tab. This connects directly to the service.  Please dispose of your worship bulletin (and Communion supplies) 
or take them with you. We are not recycling them.  
 

Wednesday Evening Pastor-Led Bible Studies 
Pastor-led Bible Study has resumed on Wednesdays at 7:00 pm online.  
ACTS: A study of Growth in the Church. This means growth in Christian attitudes, insights, and skills for Christian living. 
The focus of this course will be the church and the world of our day. The guiding question will be this: What does the 
Lord teach us for life today through the book of Acts? Join us online on Wednesday evenings, 7 pm at 
https://Koinonia.ClickMeeting.com/Acts (or visit there for the recorded sessions).  
 

Guest preacher – Seminarian Tim Barber – June 6, 2021 
In Thanks and Praise to God for a successful vicarage year, Seminarian Tim Barber will be joining us and Proclaiming 
God’s Word during the Divine Service at 9:00 am on Sunday, June 6.  Reserve your seat when registration is open for 
that Sunday using the link included the weekly reminder or on our website. 
 

Breeze Update 
For those of you who have a Breeze account, we have activated another feature  to give you access to member directory 
information. Simply log in to your account, click on the people tab and you get info. You can obtain birthday info via the 
Filter drop down on the left. Select more options.  If you have questions about Breeze or need help setting up an 
account, please contact Jim Burmeister at (847) 343-3798 or  (847) 934-5963.  
 

Prayer Request Information: 
If you have a prayer request, please notify Jim Burmeister via text at (847) 343-3798, Phone: (847)934-5963 or via email: 
elder@ourredeemerprospectheights.org.  
 

Email address for Pastor Jim: 
If you would like to send an email to Pastor Jim, please use the following address: 
Pastor@ourredeemerprospectheights.org  
 

Summer Suppers: 
Please check the May Monthly News for detailed information regarding the 2021 Summer Supper Program.  
 

Wheeling Food Pantry Wish List 
The Wheeling Township food pantry is in need of the following items: Beans (Cannellini, Northern, White, etc. green not 
needed) Flour, Ketchup, Mayonnaise and Pancake Mix.  Items need to be dropped off at the Wheeling Township office 
located at 1616 N Arlington Heights Road, Arlington Heights. Questions can be directed to Julie Villarreal at 847-259-7730. 
 

Are you a Thrivent Member? 
Have you directed your Choice Dollars?  Please remember to check your Thrivent account at least on an annual basis and 
indicate where you would like to have them directed.  Both Our Redeemer and Sonshine are included in the recognized 
recipients and would appreciate being designated.  Thrivent provides this free of charge to members, so remember to 
take advantage of their generosity!  
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Coffee-And… 
• Coffee-And… will resume outdoors, YAY!!  Weather permitting. Tables and chairs will not be provided, therefore, 

you will need to bring your own chair. 
• We will continue holding Coffee-And… outdoors on a weekly basis, of course, weather permitting.  Feel free to 

bring treats, however, items need to be store bought and individually pre-packaged.  Please refrain from 
bringing home-baked items or items requiring cutting. Coffee will be provided for you.  Following these 
guidelines gives us an opportunity to visit with each other, which I know you all would like to do. 

May Happenings 
 
 
May 9 9:00 am – The Sixth Sunday of Easter – No Communion  
 
May 11 6:30 pm - Board of Directors Meeting  
 
May 13 6:30 pm – ORLC Summer Suppers  
 
May 16 9:00 am – “The Ascension of the Lord (Observed)” – With Communion  
 
May 20 7:00 pm - Call Committee Meeting  
 
May 23 9:00 am - Pentecost Sunday – No Communion  
 
May 30 9:00 am – Trinity Sunday – With Communion 


