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Our Redeemer Lutheran Church                                                              Prospect Heights, IL 
Seventh Sunday after Pentecost                                                                   July 11, 2021 
 
Appearances Are Deceiving 

 
As We Gather 
In today’s Gospel, it looks like the end of the story when John the Baptist is executed. But he was but 
the forerunner for Jesus, the promised Messiah. Appearances were certainly deceiving! That was the 
case with Amos, a herdsman and dresser of sycamore figs when the Lord called him. He did not look 
like a prophet, but he stood up to Amaziah and Jeroboam in a long line of faithful prophets. 
Sometimes Satan uses appearances to deceive us, but the Epistle reminds us that God had 
predestined us to be with Him forever—even before He began creation! Although others might not 
recognize it, the Holy Spirit is the guarantee of our inheritance. Blessed be the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ! 

 

+ PREPARATION + 
 

589 Speak, O Lord, Your Servant Listens 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 
Hymn Accompaniment © 2009 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission. 
 
 



 
Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

Confession and Absolution Psalm 85:1–13 
P Today’s psalm has two parts. The first is the plea of the psalmist to God, and the second 

is his announcement of God’s promised salvation. We now use Psalm 85 as we confess 
our sins and hear God’s forgiveness for Jesus’ sake. 
  
LORD, You were favorable to Your land; 

C You restored the fortunes of Jacob. 
  
P You forgave the iniquity of Your people; 
C You covered all their sin. 
  
P You withdrew all Your wrath; 
C You turned from Your hot anger. 
  
P Restore us again, O God of our salvation, 
C and put away Your indignation toward us! 
  
P Will You be angry with us forever? 
C Will You prolong Your anger to all generations? 
  
P Will You not revive us again, 
C that Your people may rejoice in You? 
  
P Show us Your steadfast love, O LORD, 
C and grant us Your salvation. 

 
We confess, Lord our God, that we have listened to the voices of Satan, the world, 
and our own desires. We have not loved You with all that we are and have, and we 
have not considered our neighbors’ needs as important as our own. We can only 
throw ourselves on the mercy of Your gracious court and ask for forgiveness, that 
we may amend our sinful ways. 

  
P Let me hear what God the LORD will speak, 

for He will speak peace to His people, to His saints; 
C but let them not turn back to folly. 
  
P Surely His salvation is near to those who fear Him, 
C that glory may dwell in our land. 
  
P Steadfast love and faithfulness meet; 
C righteousness and peace kiss each other. 
  
P Faithfulness springs up from the ground, 
C and righteousness looks down from the sky. 
  



 

P Yes, the LORD will give what is good, 
C and our land will yield its increase. 
  
 

P  Righteousness will go before Him 
C and make His footsteps a way. 
  
P The steadfast love and faithfulness of our God are endless. For the sake of our Lord 

Jesus Christ and His sacrifice for all our sins, God declares us to be His own children and 
has opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers. As a called and ordained servant of 
Christ, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and 
of the Holy Spirit. 

C Thanks be to God. Amen. 
 

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD + 
 

Kyrie Ephesians 1:4, 11; 13–14 
P In peace, “holy and blameless before Him,” let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
  
P For peace from God’s blessing us in Christ, choosing “us in Him before the foundation of 

the world,” let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
  
P For the peace of the whole world, in which all things work “according to the counsel of His 

will,” let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
  
P For this holy house and all places where people hear “the word of truth, the gospel of Your 

salvation,” let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
  
P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord, until we acquire possession of our 

inheritance. 
C Amen. 
 

Salutation 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
P Let us pray. 

 
O Lord, You granted Your prophets strength to resist the temptations of the devil and 
courage to proclaim repentance. 

C Give us pure hearts and minds to follow Your Son faithfully even into suffering and 
death; 

  



P through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Old Testament Reading Amos 7:7–15 
 7This is what [the Lord God] showed me: behold, the Lord was standing beside a wall built 
with a plumb line, with a plumb line in his hand. 8And the LORD said to me, “Amos, what do you 
see?” And I said, “A plumb line.” Then the Lord said, 

“Behold, I am setting a plumb line 
 in the midst of my people Israel; 
 I will never again pass by them; 
9the high places of Isaac shall be made desolate, 
 and the sanctuaries of Israel shall be laid waste, 
 and I will rise against the house of Jeroboam with the sword.” 

 10Then Amaziah the priest of Bethel sent to Jeroboam king of Israel, saying, “Amos has 
conspired against you in the midst of the house of Israel. The land is not able to bear all his 
words. 11For thus Amos has said, 

“‘Jeroboam shall die by the sword, 
 and Israel must go into exile 
 away from his land.’” 

12And Amaziah said to Amos, “O seer, go, flee away to the land of Judah, and eat bread there, 
and prophesy there, 13but never again prophesy at Bethel, for it is the king’s sanctuary, and it 
is a temple of the kingdom.” 
 14Then Amos answered and said to Amaziah, “I was no prophet, nor a prophet’s son, but I 
was a herdsman and a dresser of sycamore figs. 15But the LORD took me from following the 
flock, and the LORD said to me, ‘Go, prophesy to my people Israel.’” 
  
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle Ephesians 1:3–14 
 3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with 
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4even as he chose us in him before the 
foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. In love 5he 
predestined us for adoption as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will, 
6to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved. 7In him we 
have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches 
of his grace, 8which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight 9making known to us the 
mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ 10as a plan for the 
fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. 
 11In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to the purpose 
of him who works all things according to the counsel of his will, 12so that we who were the first 
to hope in Christ might be to the praise of his glory. 13In him you also, when you heard the 
word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the promised 
Holy Spirit, 14who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the 
praise of his glory. 
  
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 



 
 
Verse Matthew 5:10 

P Alleluia. Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, 
C for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Alleluia. 
 

 
 
Holy Gospel Mark 6:14–29 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the sixth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 14King Herod heard of it, for Jesus’ name had become known. Some said, “John the Baptist 
has been raised from the dead. That is why these miraculous powers are at work in him.” 15But 
others said, “He is Elijah.” And others said, “He is a prophet, like one of the prophets of old.” 
16But when Herod heard of it, he said, “John, whom I beheaded, has been raised.” 17For it was 
Herod who had sent and seized John and bound him in prison for the sake of Herodias, his 
brother Philip’s wife, because he had married her. 18For John had been saying to Herod, “It is 
not lawful for you to have your brother’s wife.” 19And Herodias had a grudge against him and 
wanted to put him to death. But she could not, 20for Herod feared John, knowing that he was a 
righteous and holy man, and he kept him safe. When he heard him, he was greatly perplexed, 
and yet he heard him gladly. 
 21But an opportunity came when Herod on his birthday gave a banquet for his nobles and 
military commanders and the leading men of Galilee. 22For when Herodias’s daughter came in 
and danced, she pleased Herod and his guests. And the king said to the girl, “Ask me for 
whatever you wish, and I will give it to you.” 23And he vowed to her, “Whatever you ask me, I 
will give you, up to half of my kingdom.” 24And she went out and said to her mother, “For what 
should I ask?” And she said, “The head of John the Baptist.” 25And she came in immediately 
with haste to the king and asked, saying, “I want you to give me at once the head of John the 
Baptist on a platter.” 26And the king was exceedingly sorry, but because of his oaths and his 
guests he did not want to break his word to her. 27And immediately the king sent an 
executioner with orders to bring John’s head. He went and beheaded him in the prison 28and 
brought his head on a platter and gave it to the girl, and the girl gave it to her mother. 29When 
his disciples heard of it, they came and took his body and laid it in a tomb. 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

  



743 Jesus, Priceless Treasure 

 

 

 

 

 
 
5 Evil world, I leave thee; 

Thou canst not deceive me, 
    Thine appeal is vain. 
Sin that once did blind me, 
Get thee far behind me, 
    Come not forth again. 
        Past thy hour, 
        O pride and pow’r; 
Sinful life, thy bonds I sever, 
Leave thee now forever. 

6 Hence, all fear and sadness! 
For the Lord of gladness, 
    Jesus, enters in. 
Those who love the Father, 
Though the storms may gather, 
    Still have peace within. 
        Yea, whate’er 
        I here must bear, 
Thou art still my purest pleasure, 
Jesus, priceless treasure! 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
Hymn Accompaniment © 2009 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission. 
 
 

 
 
Sermon – “Beth-El” 

 
  



Apostles’ Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

 
Prayer of the Church 

P Let us go to God in prayer for the Church around the world, the nations of this earth, and 
all who call to Him in their various needs. 
 
Our Father in heaven, uphold and strengthen all families on the earth. Guide parents to 
teach their children all that You have done and promised. Grant Your blessing wherever 
Your people gather around Word and Sacrament. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  
P When the world seems to be winning and Your holy name is used without thought, put a 

strong confession on the lips of church leaders everywhere. Grant that they are used so 
that the reality of Your power and grace shine forth to dispel fear and to bring many to 
faith in our Savior. Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  
P Extend Your kingdom, O Lord, through mission efforts around the world. Open voices to 

speak Your word of judgment and grace, and open ears to hear Your invitation to turn and 
be saved. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  
P Raise up, we pray, leaders at all levels of government who will order society according to 

Your will. Strengthen those who protect at home and those who defend abroad so that our 
nation and all others find peaceful solutions to chaos and conflict. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

  



P Hear the prayers of the poor, so that their daily needs of food, clothing, and shelter be 
available to them. Bless all who grow and distribute crops, all who seek to alleviate pain 
and suffering, and all who fund and build decent housing. Listen especially to those whose 
needs we know, including Hedy, Kathleen, Alicia, Sheila, Sallyann, Kathie, Lou, Jean, 
Dana, Kaylee, Leah, Terri, Rory, Jean, Ray, Rod, Sharlene, Fran, Wally, Janna. Maria, 
Andrew, John, and Rev. Dave Barber and his family. Give them the healing, comfort, and 
hope that fits Your gracious plans for them. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  
P You have graciously forgiven us for Jesus’ sake; open doors of opportunity for this 

congregation to be a welcoming place for people burdened with their past. Grant us to tell 
them what You have to say to them—words of forgiveness, peace, and hope. Lord, in 
Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  
P Into Your hands we commend ourselves and all for whom we pray, trusting in Your grace 

for the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
C Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

  



728 How Firm a Foundation 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
Hymn Accompaniment © 2009 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission. 
 
 

Dismissal 
P Go in peace as you serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Weekly Announcements 
 

Wednesday Evening Pastor-Led Bible Studies 
Pastor-led Bible Study has resumed on Wednesdays at 12:00 pm online.  
ACTS: A study of Growth in the Church. This means growth in Christian attitudes, insights, and skills for Christian living. 
The focus of this course will be the church and the world of our day. The guiding question will be this: What does the 
Lord teach us for life today through the book of Acts? Join us online on Wednesday evenings, 12 pm at 
https://Koinonia.ClickMeeting.com/Acts (or visit there for the recorded sessions).  
 

Breeze Update 
For those of you who have a Breeze account, we have activated another feature to give you access to member directory 
information. Simply log in to your account, click on the people tab and you get info. You can obtain birthday info via the 
Filter drop down on the left. Select more options.  If you have questions about Breeze or need help setting up an 
account, please contact Jim Burmeister at (847) 343-3798 or (847) 934-5963.  
 

Prayer Request Information: 
If you have a prayer request, please notify Jim Burmeister via text at (847) 343-3798, Phone: (847)934-5963 or via email: 
elder@ourredeemerprospectheights.org.  
 

Email address for Pastor Jim: 
If you would like to send an email to Pastor Jim, please use the following address: 
Pastor@ourredeemerprospectheights.org  

Website 
Our website: ourRedeemerProspectHeights.org contains links for in person worship registration, Livestream online 
worship, Bible Studies, Bulletins and Monthly News, and Online Giving. Check it often. 
  

Worship Updates 
Please check the July Monthly News for updated information regarding Worship.  

 
Call Committee Updates  

Please check the July Monthly News for updated information regarding the Call Committee progress.  
 

Offering Envelopes  
Just a reminder, if you are running low on Offering envelopes, you can see Laurie before or after Worship today.  
 

Wheeling Food Pantry Wish List 
The Wheeling Township food pantry is in need of the following items: Beans (Cannellini, Northern, White, etc. green not 
needed) Flour, Ketchup, Mayonnaise and Pancake Mix.  Items need to be dropped off at the Wheeling Township office 
located at 1616 N Arlington Heights Road, Arlington Heights. Questions can be directed to Julie Villarreal at 847-259-7730. 
 

Are you a Thrivent Member? 
Have you directed your Choice Dollars? Please remember to check your Thrivent account at least on an annual 
basis and indicate where you would like to have them directed. Both Our Redeemer and Sonshine are included 
in the recognized recipients and would appreciate being designated. Thrivent provides this free of charge to 
members, so remember to take advantage of their generosity! 
 

Update from your Parish RN Helpers 
The “Two Sues” can now visit you at home if you wish, or continue visiting by phone. We can give you a ride to church if 
you’d like to worship in person, or receive communion by appt from Pastor Jim on a Tuesday. Concerns, comments, 
ideas? Please call us: Sue Perek 224-558-6544 or Sue Schroeder 847-609-9860.  
 

 

https://koinonia.clickmeeting.com/Acts
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Attention Amazon .com users! 
If you make online purchases from Amazon.com, you can help Our Redeemer. You can have a donation from Amazon 
sent to Our Redeemer based on your smile.amazon.com purchases. Simply login to: smile.amazon.com with your 
normal login information and designate Our Redeemer as the recipient. Enter Our Redeemer Lutheran Church in the 
Search box and scroll down until you find us. It should be on the 4th page about halfway down, but could be on a 
different page depending on how many other Our Redeemers enroll. Amazon does the rest. We get a 0.5% donation of 
eligible purchases. Questions – see Jim Burmeister 
 

SUMMER SUPPER UPDATES/NEEDS 
We are happy to report that we have been able to supply meals to many more disadvantages individuals in our 
community this year. As a result, we are now in need of more extra snack items, such as: Individual snack packs (i.e. 
chips, cookies, pretzels, etc.), small water bottles, small Gatorade bottles, nutrigrain/granola bars, and small hand 
sanitizers. Any questions, please see Traudy or Stacey Hall. 
 

Coffee-And… 
We will continue holding Coffee-And… on a weekly basis. 
Feel free to bring treats. Coffee will be provided for you.  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
July Happenings 

 
July 4  9:00 am – The Sixth Sunday after Pentecost With Communion 

July 7  12:00 pm – Adult Bible Study (new time) on Koinonia.ClickMeeting.com  

July 8  6:00 pm – ORLC Summer Suppers  

July 11  9:00 pm - The Seventh Sunday after Pentecost No Communion  

July 14 12:00 pm – Adult Bible Study (new time) on Koinonia.ClickMeeting.com 

July 18  9:00 am – The Eighth Sunday after Pentecost With Communion  

July 21 12:00 pm – Adult Bible Study (new time) on Koinonia.ClickMeeting.com 

July 25  9:00 am – The Ninth Sunday after Pentecost No Communion 

July 28 12:00 pm – Adult Bible Study (new time) on Koinonia.ClickMeeting.com 


