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AS WE GATHER 
Some days in our lives stand out as more memorable than others. The birth of a child, a 
long-awaited graduation, a particular vacation, or a family gathering are all days of joy that 
become part of the stories of our lives. A terrible illness, the death of someone dear, the loss 
of a job—these days, too, stand out as moments seared in our memories of pain that never 
seems to go away entirely. Some days stand out more than others. Today’s Readings declare 
the days when Jesus came into the midst of all our joys and sorrows to bring joy, restoration, 
and hope. Our salvation was won on Good Friday and Easter Sunday. And the day is still 
coming when Christ will return and all creation will be restored. Jesus fills our days—good 
or bad, joyful or sorrowful—with His gracious presence from now until He returns on that 
great Last Day. 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

OPENING HYMN       “PREPARE THE ROYAL HIGHWAY”                            #343 

 

 

 

 
Tune: Public domain 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001439 

 
Stand 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
INVOCATION 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 



EXHORTATION LSB 203 
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
  
P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
  
P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, 

and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this 
altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one 
another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free 
ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in 
the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of 
Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

 
Kneel/Stand 

 
CONFESSION OF SINS LSB 203 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to 
everlasting life. Amen. 

 
ABSOLUTION 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 
the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Stand 
 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 
 

INTROIT Psalm 89:6, 14–16, 18; antiphon: Zechariah 9:9b, alt. 
Behold, your king is coming to you; 
 righteous and having salvation. 
Who in the skies can be compared to the LORD? 
 Who among the heavenly beings is like the LORD? 
Righteousness and justice are the foundation of your throne; 
 steadfast love and faithfulness go before you. 
Blessèd are the people who know the festal shout, 
 who walk, O LORD, in the light of your face, 
who exult in your name all the day 
 and in your righteousness are exalted. 
For our shield belongs to the LORD, 
 our king to the Holy One of Israel. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 



 and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
Behold, your king is coming to you; 
 righteous and having salvation. 

KYRIE LSB 204 
C Lord, have mercy; 

Christ, have mercy; 
Lord, have mercy. 

 
SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Let us pray. 

Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your protection we may be 
rescued from the threatening perils of our sins and saved by Your mighty 
deliverance; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Jeremiah 33:14–16 
 14“Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will fulfill the promise 
I made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 15In those days and at that time I 
will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David, and he shall execute justice and 
righteousness in the land. 16In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will 
dwell securely. And this is the name by which it will be called: ‘The LORD is our 
righteousness.’” 
 
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE 1 Thessalonians 3:9–13 
 9What thanksgiving can we return to God for you, for all the joy that we feel for 
your sake before our God, 10as we pray most earnestly night and day that we may see 
you face to face and supply what is lacking in your faith? 
 11Now may our God and Father himself, and our Lord Jesus, direct our way to you, 
12and may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, 
as we do for you, 13so that he may establish your hearts blameless in holiness before 
our God and Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints. 
 
 A This is the Word of the Lord. 
 C Thanks be to God. 
 



 
 
ALLELUIA AND VERSE 
 LSB 205 

C Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 
C These things are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the 

Son of God. 
 
C Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 19:28–40 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the nineteenth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 28When [Jesus] had said these things, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. 
29When he drew near to Bethphage and Bethany, at the mount that is called Olivet, he 
sent two of the disciples, 30saying, “Go into the village in front of you, where on 
entering you will find a colt tied, on which no one has ever yet sat. Untie it and bring 
it here. 31If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ you shall say this: ‘The Lord 
has need of it.’” 32So those who were sent went away and found it just as he had told 
them. 33And as they were untying the colt, its owners said to them, “Why are you 
untying the colt?” 34And they said, “The Lord has need of it.” 35And they brought it 
to Jesus, and throwing their cloaks on the colt, they set Jesus on it. 36And as he rode 
along, they spread their cloaks on the road. 37As he was drawing near—already on 
the way down the Mount of Olives—the whole multitude of his disciples began to 
rejoice and praise God with a loud voice for all the mighty works that they had seen, 
38saying, “Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord! Peace in heaven 
and glory in the highest!” 39And some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, 
“Teacher, rebuke your disciples.” 40He answered, “I tell you, if these were silent, the 
very stones would cry out.” 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY     “SAVIOR OF THE NATIONS, COME”                         #332 

 

 



 
 
5 God the Father was His source, 

Back to God He ran His course. 
Into hell His road went down, 
Back then to His throne and crown. 

 
6 For You are the Father’s Son 

Who in flesh the vict’ry won. 
By Your mighty pow’r make whole 
All our ills of flesh and soul. 

 
7 From the manger newborn light 

Shines in glory through the night. 
Darkness there no more resides; 
In this light faith now abides. 

 
D 8 Glory to the Father sing, 

Glory to the Son, our king, 
Glory to the Spirit be 
Now and through eternity. 

Text (sts. 3, 6–7): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House; (sts. 4–5, 8): © 1978 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB 
Hymn License no. 110001439 
Text (sts. 1–2) and tune: Public domain 

 
SERMON 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
 
 



I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

P In peace, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
  
P For unashamed hope in the Lord’s return, that sustained by His Holy Spirit, we 

may have joy at the advent of Christ, our Savior, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
  
P For the Church, that the Lord of hosts who sent His Son to endure His just wrath 

in our place on the cross would bless the proclamation of His Word and preserve 
us in baptismal grace, so that the Lord Jesus Christ is always our righteousness, 
let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  
P For those who hear the Word, that the Lord who moved Jesus’ disciples to sing 

His praises as He entered Jerusalem would likewise open our mouths to declare 
His mighty works, even in the face of opposition and persecution, let us pray to 
the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  
P For those who govern, that the Lord who rules with righteousness and justice, 

steadfast love and faithfulness, would grant the authorities of our land to act 
justly, so that His people might live in peace as they make known His love and 
faithfulness, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  
P For those in need of mercy, that God, who establishes our hearts blameless and 

holy before Himself, would have mercy on all the afflicted especially Hedy, 
Jean, Kathleen, Ray, Sallyann, Wally, Dana, Kaylee, Jean, Jen, John, Leah, 
Rod, Pastor Jim; and that He would comfort all who mourn, until the coming of 
our Lord Jesus with all His saints in glory, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  
P For those who travel, that our almighty God and Father would direct their ways, 

protect and preserve them from loss and complication, and grant them success in 
their journey and joy in their homecoming, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  
 

 



P Holy God, You declared that the days were coming when You would 
accomplish our salvation, and in Your time You caused Your Son, the righteous 
Branch, to spring up for David. By Your grace, keep us joined as branches to 
Christ, that we might bear fruit until the day He returns in glory; for He lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
  
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
BENEDICAMUS LSB 212 

A Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

BENEDICTION 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

CLOSING HYMN    “THE DAY IS SURELY DRAWING NEAR”        #508   sts. 1–2, 5, 7 

 

 



 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 
 
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English 
Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News 
Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2021 Concordia Publishing House. 
LSB Hymn License No. 110001439 

 
  



Weekly Announcements 
 

Wednesday @ NOON Pastor-Led Bible Studies 
Pastor-led Bible Study has resumed on Wednesdays at 12:00 pm online.  
ACTS: A study of Growth in the Church. This means growth in Christian attitudes, insights, and skills for 
Christian living. The focus of this course will be the church and the world of our day. The guiding question 
will be this: What does the Lord teach us for life today through the book of Acts? Join us online on 
Wednesday evenings, 12 pm at https://Koinonia.ClickMeeting.com/Acts (or visit there for the recorded 
sessions).  

Prayer Request Information: 
If you have a prayer request, please notify Jim Burmeister via text at (847) 343-3798, Phone: (847)934-5963 
or via email: elder@ourredeemerprospectheights.org.  
 

Email address for Pastor Jim: 
If you would like to send an email to Pastor Jim, please use the following address: 
Pastor@ourredeemerprospectheights.org  

 Website  
Our website: ourredeemerprospectheights.org contains links for in person worship registration, Livestream 
online worship, Bible Studies, Bulletins and Monthly News, and Online Giving. Check it often.  
 

Lutheran Home Auxiliary Donations 
Please donate your unwanted jewelry to the Auxiliary of the Lutheran Home for their quarterly sales. 100% 
of all proceeds will be used to enhance the lives of their residents. Any and all donations are greatly 
appreciated: new or used, costume or fine, perfect or broken. Also needed are housewares, knick-knacks, 
bedding, towels, small appliances, books, puzzles, DVD’s, games, holiday decorations…ANYTHING used or 
new, except clothing & furniture. Please mark your bag or box “Auxiliary” and leave it with a Lutheran 
Home receptionist. For a thank you note, please include your name and address. Your donation is 
deductible for income tax purposes. 

Wheeling Food Pantry Wish List 
The Wheeling Township food pantry is in need of the following items: Beans (White Northern or Cannellini), 
Carrots, Cream Soups (Cream of Mushroom, Celery and Chicken), Juices (quart size bottles) and Paper 
Towels. Items need to be dropped off at the Wheeling Township office located at 1616 N Arlington Heights 
Road, Arlington Heights. Questions can be directed to Julie Villarreal at 847-259-7730. 
 

 THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU  
Thank you to everyone who took the time last Friday to help prepare our Church and Preschool for the 
Advent Season. The decorating job looks absolutely beautiful and we really appreciate all of your extra 
effort during this busy time of year.  

Sonshine Preschool News  
We would like to thank those who purchased wreathes, etc. during our recent Christmas Wreath 
fundraiser. All proceeds from this fundraiser go directly towards purchasing supplies for the Sonshine 
students. We hope you enjoy decorating your homes with these beautiful wreathes.  
 The Sonshine Staff  

THANK YOU!  
For those of you who contributed towards the Wheeling Township Gift Card Program for families in need, 
we say, THANK YOU! We will be purchasing gift cards for the Township to deliver to those in need in our 
community. We hope and pray that this helps some families during the Holidays. 
 

Coffee-And… 
We will continue holding “Coffee-And…” on a weekly basis. 

Feel free to bring treats. Coffee will be provided for you.  

https://koinonia.clickmeeting.com/Acts
mailto:elder@ourredeemerprospectheights.org
mailto:Pastor@ourredeemerprospectheights.org
https://ourredeemerprospectheights.org/


 
 

December Happenings  
 

December 1  – 12:00 pm Adult Bible Study – Online  
7:00 pm Midweek Worship - Online  

 
December 5  – 9:00 am Second Sunday in Advent with Communion 
  
December 8  – 12:00 pm Adult Bible Study - Online  

7:00 pm Midweek Worship - Online  
 

December 12 – 9:00 am Third Sunday in Advent No Communion  
       10:15 am Voter’s Meeting  
 

December 15 – 12:00 pm Adult Bible Study - Online  
  7:00 pm Midweek Worship - Online  

 
December 19 – 9:00 am Fourth Sunday in Advent with Communion  

3:00 pm Aspired Worship  
 

December 22 – 12:00 pm Adult Bible Study - Online  
  7:00 pm Midweek Worship - Online  

 
December 24 –  5:30 pm Christmas Eve Worship with Communion  
 
December 26 –  9:00 am First Sunday After Christmas No Communion  
 
December 29 - 12:00 pm Adult Bible Study - Online 


