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AS WE GATHER 
The shepherds had a sudden awakening when angelic light dispelled the darkness of 
night. God was entering human history in Bethlehem then, but for centuries He had been 
shedding light on His plans. This evening we thank God that His grace has dawned 
within us, giving us believing hearts to joyfully celebrate His birth. We not only recall 
what God has done in the past, but also we light our own candles to spread the warmth of 
God’s love to one another. And then we go out into a world where many people still walk 
in darkness. What joy there will be when they see the Light! 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
OPENING HYMN      “HARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SING”                         
#380 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
INVOCATION 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

EXHORTATION LSB 203 
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
  



P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
  
P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and 

praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the 
fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess 
before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, 
and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His 
people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, 
seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, 
a sinner. 

 
CONFESSION OF SINS LSB 203 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to 
everlasting life. Amen. 

 
ABSOLUTION LSB 203 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by 
His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 
and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 
INTROIT Psalm 2:1–2, 4–6; antiphon: Liturgical Text 

When all was still, and it was midnight, 
 your almighty Word, O Lord, descended from the royal throne. 
Why do the nations rage 
 and the peoples plot in vain? 
The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, 
 against the LORD and against his anointed. 
He who sits in the heavens laughs; 
 the Lord holds them in derision. 
Then he will speak to them in his wrath, 
 and terrify them in his fury, saying, 
“As for me, I have set my King 
 on Zion, my holy hill.” 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
When all was still, and it was midnight, 
 your almighty Word, O Lord, descended from the royal throne. 

KYRIE – spoken together                                                                                          LSB 204 
C Lord, have mercy; 

Christ, have mercy; 
Lord, have mercy. 



 
HYMN OF PRAISE     “O COME, ALL YE FAITHFUL”                    #379 sts. 1, ref, 2–
4 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Let us pray. 

O God, You make this most holy night to shine with the brightness of the true 
Light. Grant that as we have known the mysteries of that Light on earth we 
may also come to the fullness of His joys in heaven; through the same Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  
C Amen. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 9:2–7 
2 The people who walked in darkness 
 have seen a great light; 
those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, 
 on them has light shined. 
3You have multiplied the nation; 
 you have increased its joy; 



they rejoice before you 
 as with joy at the harvest, 
 as they are glad when they divide the spoil. 
4For the yoke of his burden, 
 and the staff for his shoulder, 
 the rod of his oppressor, 
 you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
5For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult 
 and every garment rolled in blood 
 will be burned as fuel for the fire. 
6For to us a child is born, 
 to us a son is given; 
and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 
 and his name shall be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7Of the increase of his government and of peace 
 there will be no end, 
on the throne of David and over his kingdom, 
 to establish it and to uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness 
 from this time forth and forevermore. 
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE Titus 2:11–14 
 11For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, 12training 
us to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, 
upright, and godly lives in the present age, 13waiting for our blessed hope, the 
appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, 14who gave 
himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for himself a people 
for his own possession who are zealous for good works. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

CHORAL SELECTION - Trio – “Angels from the Realms of Glory”  3 verses 
 

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 2:1–14 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 1In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should 
be registered. 2This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of 
Syria. 3And all went to be registered, each to his own town. 4And Joseph also went 
up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which 



is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, 5to be 
registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. 6And while they were 
there, the time came for her to give birth. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son 
and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was 
no place for them in the inn. 
 8And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch 
over their flock by night. 9And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the 
glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with fear. 10And the 
angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy that 
will be for all the people. 11For unto you is born this day in the city of David a 
Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12And this will be a sign for you: you will find a 
baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there 
was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, 

14“Glory to God in the highest, 
 and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY           “LO, HOW A ROSE E’ER BLOOMING”              #359 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 
 
SERMON – “The Manger Never Disappoints” 

 
  



NICENE CREED 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the 
dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     
 I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
 
  



PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
P Let us pray for the Church here and around the world and for all people in 

their varied circumstances. 
 
O God, our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble, strengthen the 
Church here and wherever it gathers around Your Word and celebrates the 
blessed Sacraments. Grant confident faith to clergy and laity, pastors in 
congregations and missionaries in distant lands, elders in the faith and newly 
baptized alike. Help us to put all our trust in Your protection and power. 
Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  
P Strong Creator, wherever people call out to You as the earth gives way, 

mountains move into the heart of the sea, and mountains tremble, hear their 
cries and keep them safe. Awaken courage and wisdom in those who search 
and rescue, those who provide physical and spiritual counsel, and those who 
offer long-term support of body and life. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  
P O Holy Spirit, when nations rage and kingdoms totter, use the earthly powers 

that be to move the nations and their leaders to seek ways toward peace with 
their neighbors and stability within their borders. You, who make wars cease 
to the end of the earth, provide courage and compassion to all who work for 
peace and protection as they are deployed abroad and all who maintain 
concord and order within our communities. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  
P Gracious God, stream joy and gladness to those who wait for the dawning of 

a new day, those dealing with long-term ills, unemployment, discrimination, 
unjust imprisonment, strife in their families, and the loss of loved ones, 
especially Hedy, Jean, Kathleen, Ray, Sallyann, Wally, Dana, Kaylee, Jean, 
Jen, John, Leah, Rod, Pastor Jim. Assure them that You are with them, even 
now a very present help in trouble. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  
P Lord of hosts, worthy to be exalted among the nations, into Your almighty 

hands we commend ourselves and all for whom we pray. Hear our prayer for 
the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
  

  



SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 
 

PREFACE LSB 208 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
  
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
  
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for 
the countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above 
all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your 
only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, 
giving Him into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is now 
risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him 
will overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore with 
angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and 
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
SANCTUS LSB 208 

 

 

 

 
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had 
mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him 
should not perish but have eternal life. 
  
In the beginning You created all things by Your Word; and in the fullness of 
time Your Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth. 



  
Let Your Word made flesh dwell richly among us that, faithfully eating His 
body and drinking His blood, we may receive the fullness of Your grace and 
truth in Christ Jesus, our Lord. 
  
Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

 
PAX DOMINI 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 

AGNUS DEI LSB 210 

 

 

 

 
 



DISTRIBUTION 
 
CHORAL SELECTION DURING DISTRIBUTION - Trio – “Joy to the World” 

 
POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 

A Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 
this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

 
BENEDICAMUS LSB 212 

A Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

BENEDICTION 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

CLOSING HYMN 
   
Trio sings 1 verse of “Stille Nacht, Heilige Nacht!”   
 
Congregation follows with all verses of “SILENT NIGHT, HOLY NIGHT”      #363 
 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 
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Weekly Announcements 
 

Wednesday @ NOON Pastor-Led Bible Studies 
Pastor-led Bible Study has resumed on Wednesdays at 12:00 pm online.  
ACTS: A study of Growth in the Church. This means growth in Christian attitudes, insights, and skills for 
Christian living. The focus of this course will be the church and the world of our day. The guiding question 
will be this: What does the Lord teach us for life today through the book of Acts? Join us online on 
Wednesday evenings, 12 pm at https://Koinonia.ClickMeeting.com/Acts (or visit there for the recorded 
sessions).  

Prayer Request Information: 
If you have a prayer request, please notify Jim Burmeister via text at (847) 343-3798, Phone: (847)934-
5963 or via email: elder@ourredeemerprospectheights.org.  
 

Email address for Pastor Jim: 
If you would like to send an email to Pastor Jim, please use the following address: 
Pastor@ourredeemerprospectheights.org  

 Website  
Our website: ourredeemerprospectheights.org contains links for in person worship registration, 
Livestream online worship, Bible Studies, Bulletins and Monthly News, and Online Giving. Check it often.  
 

Sonshine Preschool Update  
We are so happy to say, we had a successful Christmas program with our 24 current students telling the 
story of Jesus’ Birth. We are happy to announce that we have had no sicknesses due to Covid thus far. 
Please pray with us that we stay healthy the rest of the school year, so that we can stay open to continue 
to teach Jesus’ little children.  

Poinsettia Orders  
Thank you for your Poinsettia orders! We so appreciate your help with beautifying the Sanctuary during 
this holiday season. 

Wheeling Food Pantry Wish List 
The Wheeling Township food pantry is in need of the following items: Beans (White Northern or 
Cannellini), Carrots, Cream Soups (Cream of Mushroom, Celery and Chicken), Juices (quart size bottles) 
and Paper Towels. Items need to be dropped off at the Wheeling Township office located at 1616 N 
Arlington Heights Road, Arlington Heights. Questions can be directed to Julie Villarreal at 847-259-7730. 
 

End of the year donations 
In the event you are considering a special donation before the end of the year, please remember the 
donation must be received in the Church Office no later than Friday December 31, 2021. Donations 
received after the 31st will count towards 2022 regardless of the date on the envelope or check.  
Thank you!  

December Voter’s Meeting – THANK YOU! 
Thank you to all who attended our December Voter’s meeting. Your time and input was much 
appreciated! 
 

 



 
December Happenings  

 
December 1  – 12:00 pm Adult Bible Study – Online  

7:00 pm Midweek Worship - Online  
 

December 5  – 9:00 am Second Sunday in Advent with Communion 
  
December 8  – 12:00 pm Adult Bible Study - Online  

7:00 pm Midweek Worship - Online  
 

December 12 – 9:00 am Third Sunday in Advent No Communion  
       10:15 am Voter’s Meeting  
 

December 15 – 12:00 pm Adult Bible Study - Online  
  7:00 pm Midweek Worship - Online  

 
December 19 – 9:00 am Fourth Sunday in Advent with Communion  

3:00 pm Aspired Worship  
 

December 22 – 12:00 pm Adult Bible Study - Online  
  7:00 pm Midweek Worship - Online  

 
December 24 –  5:30 pm Christmas Eve Worship with Communion  
 
December 26 –  9:00 am First Sunday After Christmas No Communion  
 
December 29 - 12:00 pm Adult Bible Study - Online 

 


