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THE PLOT THICKENS 

 

AS WE GATHER 

Sunday, “the eighth day of the week,” is celebrated by Christians as the first day of 

the eternal life into which they were baptized. Today, the beginning of the great and 

Holy Week of Lent, we begin with the note of great joy as the crowds receive Jesus 

entering Jerusalem. This will be the last time He comes to the holy city. For we then 

follow Him to the judgment hall, the cross of suffering, and the fearful tomb of death. 

The penitential season of Lent concludes with the three holy days, the Triduum of 

Holy Thursday, Good Friday, and Holy Saturday. Let us follow our Lord and allow 

Him to take our sins upon Himself that we may receive His new life in the 

forgiveness of our sins and the joy of the resurrection. 

PREPARATION 

GREETING 

P The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C Amen. 

  

P Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 

C Hosanna to the Son of David. 

 

PROCESSIONAL READING John 12:9–24 

 9When the large crowd of the Jews learned that Jesus was there, they came, not 

only on account of him but also to see Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead. 
10So the chief priests made plans to put Lazarus to death as well, 11because on 

account of him many of the Jews were going away and believing in Jesus. 

 12The next day the large crowd that had come to the feast heard that Jesus was 

coming to Jerusalem. 13So they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet 

him, crying out, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, even 

the King of Israel!” 14And Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it, just as it is 

written, 

15“Fear not, daughter of Zion; 

behold, your king is coming, 

 sitting on a donkey’s colt!” 

16His disciples did not understand these things at first, but when Jesus was glorified, 

then they remembered that these things had been written about him and had been 

done to him. 17The crowd that had been with him when he called Lazarus out of the 

tomb and raised him from the dead continued to bear witness. 18The reason why the 

crowd went to meet him was that they heard he had done this sign. 19So the Pharisees 

said to one another, “You see that you are gaining nothing. Look, the world has gone 

after him.” 



 20Now among those who went up to worship at the feast were some Greeks. 21So 

these came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and asked him, “Sir, we 

wish to see Jesus.” 22Philip went and told Andrew; Andrew and Philip went and told 

Jesus. 23And Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be 

glorified. 24Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and 

dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. 

 

 

442 ALL GLORY, LAUD, AND HONOR 

 

 

 

 
Text: Theodulf of Orléans, c. 762–821; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 

Tune: Melchior Teschner, 1584–1635, alt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

CONCLUSION 

P Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 

C Hosanna in the highest. 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

  

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

  

P God’s steadfast love endures forever! 

Let the redeemed of the LORD say so. 

C Although we are on the way to the heavenly promised land, like the 

Israelites in the desert, we complain about many things. We are sinful and 

unclean at heart and often follow the desires of the body and the mind. 

  



P God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which He loved us, 

C made us alive together with Christ. 

  

P God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, 

C but in order that the world might be saved through Him. 

  

P By grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it 

is the gift of God. Therefore, as a called and ordained servant of Christ and by 

His authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T 

Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. Thanks be to God. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Let us pray. 

Most merciful God, as the people of Jerusalem, with palms in their hands, 

gathered to greet Your dearly beloved Son when He came into His Holy City, 

grant that we may ever hail Him as our King and, when He comes again, may go 

forth to meet Him with trusting and steadfast hearts and follow Him in the way 

that leads to eternal life; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Zechariah 9:9–12 

9Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! 

 Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem! 

behold, your king is coming to you; 

 righteous and having salvation is he, 

humble and mounted on a donkey, 

 on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 
10I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim 

 and the war horse from Jerusalem; 

and the battle bow shall be cut off, 

 and he shall speak peace to the nations; 

his rule shall be from sea to sea, 

 and from the River to the ends of the earth. 
11As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, 

 I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit. 
12Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; 

 today I declare that I will restore to you double. 

  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 



EPISTLE Philippians 2:5–11 

 5Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6who, though 

he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 
7but made himself nothing, taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of 

men. 8And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to 

the point of death, even death on a cross. 9Therefore God has highly exalted him and 

bestowed on him the name that is above every name, 10so that at the name of Jesus 

every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11and every 

tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 19:28-46 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the nineteenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

 28And when he had said these things, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. 
29When he drew near to Bethphage and Bethany, at the mount that is called Olivet, he 

sent two of the disciples, 30saying, “Go into the village in front of you, where on 

entering you will find a colt tied, on which no one has ever yet sat. Untie it and bring 

it here. 31If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ you shall say this: ‘The Lord 

has need of it.’” 32So those who were sent went away and found it just as he had told 

them. 33And as they were untying the colt, its owners said to them, “Why are you 

untying the colt?” 34And they said, “The Lord has need of it.” 35And they brought it 

to Jesus, and throwing their cloaks on the colt, they set Jesus on it. 36And as he rode 

along, they spread their cloaks on the road. 37As he was drawing near—already on 

the way down the Mount of Olives—the whole multitude of his disciples began to 

rejoice and praise God with a loud voice for all the mighty works that they had seen, 
38saying, “Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord! Peace in heaven 

and glory in the highest!” 39And some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, 

“Teacher, rebuke your disciples.” 40He answered, “I tell you, if these were silent, the 

very stones would cry out.” 

 41And when he drew near and saw the city, he wept over it, 42saying, “Would that 

you, even you, had known on this day the things that make for peace! But now they 

are hidden from your eyes. 43For the days will come upon you, when your enemies 

will set up a barricade around you and surround you and hem you in on every side 
44and tear you down to the ground, you and your children within you. And they will 

not leave one stone upon another in you, because you did not know the time of your 

visitation.” 

 45And he entered the temple and began to drive out those who sold, 46saying to 

them, “It is written, ‘My house shall be a house of prayer,’ but you have made it a 

den of robbers.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

  



P Let us go forth in peace 

C in the name of the Lord. 

 

 

 

525 CROWN HIM WITH MANY CROWNS 

 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1–3, 5): Matthew Bridges, 1800–94, alt.; (st. 4): Godfrey Thring, 1823–1903 
Tune: George J. Elvey, 1816–93 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

SERMON 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 



  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people 

according to their needs. 

 

Almighty God, we give thanks for all Your goodness with which You bless 

Your whole creation. Above all, however, we give You thanks that You sent 

Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to be our true King, Your Suffering 

Servant whose death delivers us and all believers from sin, death, and hell. Give 

us Your grace that we be faithful in our walk and in our hope, love, and 

worship. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P Inspire Your whole Church throughout the world to rightly hear and follow 

Jesus, our eternal King and Lord, in humble faith with thanksgiving. Give 

wisdom and grace to all pastors that they give themselves to a living and lively 

proclamation of Your Law and Gospel through which You work true, saving 

repentance and faith in many. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P Give Your grace, forgiveness, wisdom, blessing, and guidance to all who bear 

the offices of government in our nation and throughout the world. Lead them to 

the faithful exercise of their authority for peace and justice, and for the defense 

and liberty of all people, especially the most vulnerable. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P Give peace and patience, comfort and healing to all who suffer illness or 

adversity or who are in sorrow or need, especially Hedy, Jean, Kathleen, Ray, 

Sallyann, Wally, Dana, Kaylee, Jean, Jen, John, Leah, Rod, Kris, Kevin and 

Alex. Deliver all who endure persecution for faith in Christ. Lord, in Your 

mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

Individual petitions may be added here. 

  

P We remember with thanksgiving those who have loved and served You in Your 

Church on earth, who now rest from their labors. [Silence for remembrance.] 

Keep us in fellowship with all Your saints, and bring us at last to the joys of 

Your heavenly kingdom. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 



 P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your 

mercy; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

LORD'S PRAYER 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

441 RIDE ON, RIDE ON IN MAJESTY 

 

 

 
Text: Henry H. Milman, 1791–1868, alt. 

Tune: Musicalisch Hand-Buch der Geistlichen Melodien, 1690, Hamburg, alt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 



 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS - DO NOT REMOVE 

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Quarter 2. Copyright © 2020 

Concordia Publishing House. 

All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy 

Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing 

ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2022 Concordia Publishing House. 

Lsb Hymn License No. 110001439 


