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THE CUP OF BLESSING 

 

AS WE GATHER 

One of the enduring legends from medieval times relates to the cup used by our Lord 

at the supper He shared with His disciples in the Upper Room on this evening. 

Known as the Holy Grail, the cup was said to have been passed into the safekeeping 

of Joseph of Arimathea, who kept it safely somewhere. Locating it has become a life-

long quest for many people through the ages. Luke tells us simply what Jesus did at 

that meal: “Likewise [He took] the cup after they had eaten” (Luke 22:20). What 

eventually happened to that blessed cup, we do not know. But we do know that Jesus 

said, “This cup that is poured out for you is the new covenant in My blood” (Luke 

22:20). By His grace, that pouring out continues among us this day as we receive His 

blood shed for the forgiveness of our sins. 

 

PREPARATION 

OPENING HYMN     “O LORD, WE PRAISE THEE”                                        #617 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.; (st. 1): German, 14th cent.; (sts. 2–3): Martin Luther, 1483–1546 
Tune: Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, 1524, Wittenberg, ed. Johann Walter 

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001439 

Tune: Public domain 

 

INVOCATION 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 43:4; 124:8 

P I will go to the altar of God, 

C to God, my exceeding joy. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C for with the Lord is plenteous redemption and the forgiveness of all our 

sins. 

  

P Let us then confess our sins unto our gracious Lord. 

C Almighty God, Father of our Lord, Jesus Christ, maker of all things, judge 

of all people, we admit and confess our sinfulness. We have turned away 

from one another in our thinking, speaking, and doing. We have done the 

evil You forbid and have not done the good You demand. We do repent and 

are truly sorry for these our sins. Have mercy on us, kind Father, because 

of the obedience of our brother, Jesus Christ, Your Son. Forgive us all that 

is past and with the power of the Holy Spirit, move us to serve You 

faithfully. Set our feet upon the new path of life, and build Your kingdom 

here through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

  

P God has promised forgiveness of sins to those who repent and turn to Him. In 

His stead and by His command, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

  

P God keep you in His grace by the Holy Spirit, lead you to greater faith and 

obedience, and bring you to live with Him forever, through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord. 

C Amen. 

 



HYMN           “THY BODY, GIVEN FOR ME, O SAVIOR”                                #619 

 

 

 

 
Text: Friedrich Christian Heyder, 1677–1754; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, abr. 
Tune: Emskirchner Choral-Buch, 1756, Leipzig 

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001439 

Tune: Public domain 

 

WORD 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P O Lord, in this wondrous Sacrament You have left us a remembrance of Your 

passion. Grant that we may so receive the sacred mystery of Your body and 

blood that the fruits of Your redemption may continually be manifest in us; for 

You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C Amen. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Jeremiah 31:31–34 

 31“Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will make a new 

covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah, 32not like the covenant that 

I made with their fathers on the day when I took them by the hand to bring them out 

of the land of Egypt, my covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, 

declares the LORD. 33But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel 

after those days, declares the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it 

on their hearts. And I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34And no longer 

shall each one teach his neighbor and each his brother, saying, ‘Know the LORD,’ for 

they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, declares the LORD. For 

I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.” 



  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM Psalm 116:12–19 

P What shall I render to the LORD for all His benefits to me? 

C I will lift up the cup of salvation and call on the name of the LORD, 

  

P I will pay my vows to the LORD in the presence of all His people. 

C Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death of His saints. 

  

P O LORD, I am Your servant; I am Your servant, the son of Your maidservant. 

You have loosed my bonds. 

C I will offer to You the sacrifice of thanksgiving and call on the name of the 

LORD. 

  

! I will pay my vows to the LORD in the presence of all His people, 

  

@ in the courts of the house of the LORD, in your midst, O Jerusalem. 

  

C Praise the LORD! 

 

EPISTLE Hebrews 10:15–25 

 15The Holy Spirit also bears witness to us; for after saying, 

16“This is the covenant that I will make with them 

 after those days, declares the Lord: 

I will put my laws on their hearts, 

 and write them on their minds,” 

17then he adds, 

“I will remember their sins and their lawless deeds no more.” 

18Where there is forgiveness of these, there is no longer any offering for sin. 

 19Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the holy places by the 

blood of Jesus, 20by the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain, 

that is, through his flesh, 21and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 
22let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled 

clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. 23Let us hold 

fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who promised is faithful. 
24And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, 25not 

neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and 

all the more as you see the Day drawing near. 

  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 



GRADUAL 

Christ entered once for all into the holy places, by means of His own blood, thus 

securing an eternal redemption. 

Therefore He is the mediator of a new covenant, so that those who are called may 

receive the promised eternal inheritance. 

He sent redemption to His people; He has commanded His covenant forever. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 22:7–20 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-second chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

 7Then came the day of Unleavened Bread, on which the Passover lamb had to be 

sacrificed. 8So Jesus sent Peter and John, saying, “Go and prepare the Passover for 

us, that we may eat it.” 9They said to him, “Where will you have us prepare it?” 10He 

said to them, “Behold, when you have entered the city, a man carrying a jar of water 

will meet you. Follow him into the house that he enters 11and tell the master of the 

house, ‘The Teacher says to you, Where is the guest room, where I may eat the 

Passover with my disciples?’ 12And he will show you a large upper room furnished; 

prepare it there.” 13And they went and found it just as he had told them, and they 

prepared the Passover. 

 14And when the hour came, he reclined at table, and the apostles with him. 15And 

he said to them, “I have earnestly desired to eat this Passover with you before I 

suffer. 16For I tell you I will not eat it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God.” 
17And he took a cup, and when he had given thanks he said, “Take this, and divide it 

among yourselves. 18For I tell you that from now on I will not drink of the fruit of the 

vine until the kingdom of God comes.” 19And he took bread, and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to them, saying, “This is my body, which is given for 

you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 20And likewise the cup after they had eaten, 

saying, “This cup that is poured out for you is the new covenant in my blood.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY  ”WHEN YOU WOKE THAT THURSDAY MORNING”  #445 

 

 



 

 

 

 
Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, 1919–2008 

Tune: Marty Haugen, 1950 

Text: © 1991 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001439 

Tune: © 1987 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001439 

 

SERMON 

 

CREED Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 



     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people 

according to their needs. 

 

For the faithful proclamation of Christ’s saving name, that God’s people may be 

strengthened in the true faith and His kingdom extended, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P For the Holy Christian Church throughout the world and for all who confess the 

name of Christ, that God would guard and defend us from the temptations of the 

devil, the world, and our sinful nature, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P For this congregation, its mission and its people; for the ability to meet the 

needs that arise as we do the work God has given us to do; and for the unity of 

the Spirit in the bond of peace, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P For all who partake this day of Christ’s holy body and blood, that in their eating 

and drinking they may receive the benefits of forgiveness of sins and the 

renewal of life and have a foretaste of the feast to come, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P For all of us gathered here in worship, that the blessings of this service be shown 

forth in our lives as we live in peaceable service to one another and in the world, 

let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy and grant us Your peace. Amen. 

 



SACRAMENT 

 

PREFACE 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

PROPER PREFACE 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, who accomplished the salvation of mankind by the tree of the 

cross that, where death arose, there life also might rise again and that the serpent 

who overcame by the tree of the garden might likewise by the tree of the cross 

be overcome. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of 

heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and 

saying: 

 

SANCTUS LSB 208 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 



     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 

“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance 

of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 

thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 

testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 

do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

PAX DOMINI 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

AGNUS DEI LSB 210 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

DISTRIBUTION 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

P Let us pray. 

Blessed are You, O Lord our God, King of the universe. You have poured out 



upon us Your never-ending love by giving Your Son, Jesus Christ, into death for 

us. Nourish Your Church through the Sacrament of His body and blood. 

Strengthen us so that we may continue to proclaim Him who gives life to the 

world; for He lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C Amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN      “IN SILENT PAIN THE ETERNAL SON”                          #432 

 

 

 

 
Text: Christopher M. Idle, 1938 

Tune: John L. Bell, 1949 

Text: © 1992 The Jubilate Group, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001439 
Tune: © 1988, 1997 Wild Goose Resource Group, Iona Community, Scotland, admin. GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB 

Hymn License no. 110001439 

 

STRIPPING OF THE ALTAR Psalm 22 

A 1My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? 

 Why are you so far from saving me, from the words of my groaning? 
2O my God, I cry by day, but you do not answer, 

 and by night, but I find no rest. 

3Yet you are holy, 

 enthroned on the praises of Israel. 
4In you our fathers trusted; 

 they trusted, and you delivered them. 
5To you they cried and were rescued; 

 in you they trusted and were not put to shame. 

6But I am a worm and not a man, 

 scorned by mankind and despised by the people. 
7All who see me mock me; 

 they make mouths at me; they wag their heads; 
8“He trusts in the LORD; let him deliver him; 

 let him rescue him, for he delights in him!” 



9Yet you are he who took me from the womb; 

 you made me trust you at my mother’s breasts. 
10On you was I cast from my birth, 

 and from my mother’s womb you have been my God. 
11Be not far from me, 

 for trouble is near, 

 and there is none to help. 

12Many bulls encompass me; 

 strong bulls of Bashan surround me; 
13they open wide their mouths at me, 

 like a ravening and roaring lion. 

14I am poured out like water, 

 and all my bones are out of joint; 

my heart is like wax; 

 it is melted within my breast; 
15my strength is dried up like a potsherd, 

 and my tongue sticks to my jaws; 

 you lay me in the dust of death. 

16For dogs encompass me; 

 a company of evildoers encircles me; 

they have pierced my hands and feet— 
17I can count all my bones— 

they stare and gloat over me; 
18they divide my garments among them, 

 and for my clothing they cast lots. 

19But you, O LORD, do not be far off! 

 O you my help, come quickly to my aid! 
20Deliver my soul from the sword, 

 my precious life from the power of the dog! 

 21Save me from the mouth of the lion! 

You have rescued me from the horns of the wild oxen! 

22I will tell of your name to my brothers; 

 in the midst of the congregation I will praise you: 
23You who fear the LORD, praise him! 

 All you offspring of Jacob, glorify him, 

 and stand in awe of him, all you offspring of Israel! 
24For he has not despised or abhorred 

 the affliction of the afflicted, 

and he has not hidden his face from him, 

 but has heard, when he cried to him. 

25From you comes my praise in the great congregation; 

 my vows I will perform before those who fear him. 
26The afflicted shall eat and be satisfied; 

 those who seek him shall praise the LORD! 

 May your hearts live forever! 



27All the ends of the earth shall remember 

 and turn to the LORD, 

and all the families of the nations 

 shall worship before you. 
28For kingship belongs to the LORD, 

 and he rules over the nations. 

29All the prosperous of the earth eat and worship; 

 before him shall bow all who go down to the dust, 

 even the one who could not keep himself alive. 
30Posterity shall serve him; 

 it shall be told of the Lord to the coming generation; 
31they shall come and proclaim his righteousness to a people yet unborn, 

 that he has done it. 

 

The congregation departs in silence. 
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