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AS WE GATHER 

The Augsburg Confession, a foundational Lutheran document, states that “Our 

churches teach that the history of saints may be set before us so that we may follow 

the example of their faith and good works, according to our calling” (AC XXI). On 

the yearly calendar of the Church, certain days are noted as commemorations, 

presenting an opportunity to remember certain men and women of God whose 

blessed efforts have enriched our faith and life. Several individuals on the annual list 

of commemorations are church musicians whose musical expressions continue to 

edify and enrich our individual and corporate worship. Music has a divine dynamic. 

The prophet Zephaniah exults, “[God] will exult over you with loud singing” 

(Zephaniah 3:17). May we be blessed by our musical discoveries! 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

OPENING HYMN “GOD’S OWN CHILD, I GLADLY SAY IT”                        #594 

 

 

 

 



 

 
Text: Erdmann Neumeister, 1671–1756; tr. Robert E. Voelker, 1957 

Tune: Johann Caspar Bachofen, 1695–1755, alt. 
Text: © 1991 Robert E. Voelker. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001439 

Tune: Public domain 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

INVOCATION 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

EXHORTATION LSB 203 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 
  

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
  

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, 

and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this 

altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one 

another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free 

ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in 

the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of 

Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS LSB 203 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to 

everlasting life. Amen. 
 

ABSOLUTION LSB 203 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 

authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 

the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 



SERVICE OF THE WORD 
 

INTROIT Psalm 71:20–24; antiphon: v. 3 

Be to me a rock of refuge, to which I may continually come; 

 you have given the command to save me, for you are my rock and my fortress. 

You who have made me see many troubles and calamities will revive me again; 

 from the depths of the earth you will bring me up again. 

You will increase my greatness 

 and comfort me again. 

I will also praise you with the harp for your faithfulness, O my God; 

 I will sing praises to you with the lyre, O Holy One of Israel. 

My lips will shout for joy, when I sing praises to you; 

 my soul also, which you have redeemed. 

And my tongue will talk of your righteous help all the day long, 

 for they have been put to shame and disappointed who sought to do me hurt. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
Be to me a rock of refuge, to which I may continually come; 

 you have given the command to save me, for you are my rock and my fortress. 

 

KYRIE LSB 204 

C Lord, have mercy; 

Christ, have mercy; 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS LSB 204 

 

 

 



 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray. 

O God, You have prepared for those who love You such good things as surpass 

our understanding. Cast out all sins and evil desires from us, and pour into our 

hearts Your Holy Spirit to guide us into all blessedness; through Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

  

C Amen. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 65:1–9 

1I was ready to be sought by those who did not ask for me; 

 I was ready to be found by those who did not seek me. 

I said, “Here am I, here am I,” 

 to a nation that was not called by my name. 
2I spread out my hands all the day 

 to a rebellious people, 

who walk in a way that is not good, 

 following their own devices; 
3a people who provoke me 

 to my face continually, 

sacrificing in gardens 

 and making offerings on bricks; 
4who sit in tombs, 

 and spend the night in secret places; 

who eat pig’s flesh, 

 and broth of tainted meat is in their vessels; 
5who say, “Keep to yourself, 

 do not come near me, for I am too holy for you.” 

These are a smoke in my nostrils, 

 a fire that burns all the day. 
6Behold, it is written before me: 

 “I will not keep silent, but I will repay; 

I will indeed repay into their bosom 

 7both your iniquities and your fathers’ iniquities together, 

says the LORD; 

 



because they made offerings on the mountains 

 and insulted me on the hills, 

I will measure into their bosom 

 payment for their former deeds.” 

8Thus says the LORD: 

“As the new wine is found in the cluster, 

 and they say, ‘Do not destroy it, 

 for there is a blessing in it,’ 

so I will do for my servants’ sake, 

 and not destroy them all. 
9I will bring forth offspring from Jacob, 

 and from Judah possessors of my mountains; 

my chosen shall possess it, 

 and my servants shall dwell there.” 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE Galatians 3:23—4:7 

 23Now before faith came, we were held captive under the law, imprisoned until the 

coming faith would be revealed. 24So then, the law was our guardian until Christ 

came, in order that we might be justified by faith. 25But now that faith has come, we 

are no longer under a guardian, 26for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through 

faith. 27For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 28There is 

neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor 

female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29And if you are Christ’s, then you are 

Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to promise. 

 1I mean that the heir, as long as he is a child, is no different from a slave, though 

he is the owner of everything, 2but he is under guardians and managers until the date 

set by his father. 3In the same way we also, when we were children, were enslaved to 

the elementary principles of the world. 4But when the fullness of time had come, God 

sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, 5to redeem those who were 

under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. 6And because you are sons, 

God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7So you 

are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

 

ALLELUIA AND VERSE                                                                                             LSB 205 

C Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

C These things are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the 

Son of God. 

C Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 



HOLY GOSPEL Luke 8:26–39 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the eighth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

 26Then they sailed to the country of the Gerasenes, which is opposite Galilee. 
27When Jesus had stepped out on land, there met him a man from the city who had 

demons. For a long time he had worn no clothes, and he had not lived in a house but 

among the tombs. 28When he saw Jesus, he cried out and fell down before him and 

said with a loud voice, “What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High 

God? I beg you, do not torment me.” 29For he had commanded the unclean spirit to 

come out of the man. (For many a time it had seized him. He was kept under guard 

and bound with chains and shackles, but he would break the bonds and be driven by 

the demon into the desert.) 30Jesus then asked him, “What is your name?” And he 

said, “Legion,” for many demons had entered him. 31And they begged him not to 

command them to depart into the abyss. 32Now a large herd of pigs was feeding there 

on the hillside, and they begged him to let them enter these. So he gave them 

permission. 33Then the demons came out of the man and entered the pigs, and the 

herd rushed down the steep bank into the lake and were drowned. 

 34When the herdsmen saw what had happened, they fled and told it in the city and 

in the country. 35Then people went out to see what had happened, and they came to 

Jesus and found the man from whom the demons had gone, sitting at the feet of 

Jesus, clothed and in his right mind, and they were afraid. 36And those who had seen 

it told them how the demon-possessed man had been healed. 37Then all the people of 

the surrounding country of the Gerasenes asked him to depart from them, for they 

were seized with great fear. So he got into the boat and returned. 38The man from 

whom the demons had gone begged that he might be with him, but Jesus sent him 

away, saying, 39“Return to your home, and declare how much God has done for you.” 

And he went away, proclaiming throughout the whole city how much Jesus had done 

for him. 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY  “RISE, SHINE, YOU PEOPLE”                                         #825 

 

 



 

 
Text: Ronald A. Klug, 1939, alt. 

Tune: Dale Wood, 1934–2003 
Text and tune: © 1974 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001439 

 

SERMON 

 

NICENE CREED 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     

 

 



 And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people 

according to their needs. 

  

O King of kings and Lord of lords, You call out to every nation of the earth 

seeking repentance and justice, even as they rebel against Your will. Work 

repentance in all civil leaders. Use them to defend the weak and to punish the 

guilty, that the Church may have free course to preach the Gospel. Lord, in Your 

mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Gracious God, Your Son sent the man formerly possessed by demons to declare 

how much God had done for him. May Your Church also, rescued from the 

snares of the devil, proclaim how much Jesus has done for us. Lord, in Your 

mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Compassionate Father, from whom all fatherhood is named, we give You thanks 

for earthly fathers. Give them confidence in their station and zeal for their task 

to care for their families faithfully. Make them examples to their children of 

godly life and love of Your Word. Bless their work of bringing up children in 

the fear and instruction of the Lord, and give them the comfort of Your 

absolution over all their shortcomings. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Almighty God, You have established governments and institutions for good 

order and our well-being. Guide and grant wisdom to leaders and citizens. Give 

peace, security and good laws to our own country, our cities and our 

communities. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P O Lord, Your Son, Jesus, had pity on the man afflicted with an abundance of 

demons. Have mercy now on the afflictions that beset  Hedy, Jean, Kathleen, 

Ray, Wally, Dana, Kaylee, Jen, John, Leah, Jonathan, Rod, and Kris and  all for 

whom we pray. Give them healing, strength and an increase of faith. Lord, in 

Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Merciful God, Isaiah spoke of the new wine, full of blessing, that will not be 

destroyed. Grant us faithfully to eat and drink our Lord’s own body and blood 

given in the fellowship of this altar. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 



  

P Dear Father, You know the condition of our souls, that we frequently wander 

into sins, vice and danger. Hear our prayers for the sake of Christ, who defeated 

legions of demons so that we might receive adoption as sons; through the same 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
  

 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 
 

PREFACE LSB 208 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
  

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the 

countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we 

give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-

begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him 

into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the 

dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome 

sin and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and 

archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 

glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

SANCTUS LSB 208 

 

 

 



 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy 

on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should 

not perish but have eternal life. 

  

In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam and Eve, who ate 

the forbidden fruit, and You justly barred them and all their children from the 

tree of life. Yet, in Your great mercy, You promised salvation by a second 

Adam, Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and made His cross a life-giving tree 

for all who trust in Him. 

  

We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for us through Jesus 

Christ. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may faithfully eat and drink of the 

fruits of His cross and receive the blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation 

that come to us in His body and blood. 

  

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 

“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance 

of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 

thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 



testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 

do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

PAX DOMINI 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 

AGNUS DEI LSB 210 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

 

DISTRIBUTION 

 

 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN “A MIGHTY FORTRESS IS OUR GOD”          #656 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. composite 

Text and tune: Martin Luther, 1483–1546 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 

A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 

salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 

through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

BENEDICAMUS LSB 212 

A Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

BENEDICTION 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 



 

CLOSING HYMN   “LORD, DISMISS US WITH YOUR BLESSING”                  #924 

 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1–2): attr. John Fawcett, 1740–1817, alt.; (st. 3): Godfrey Thring, 1823–1903, alt. 

Tune: Henry T. Smart, 1813–79 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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