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GIVEN TO ETERNAL LIFE 

 

AS WE GATHER 

The three Readings today all tell of the contrasts between people who have faith in 

Christ and those who do not. The important message is that we recognize God’s 

gracious blessings and so reflect them as we live. In the Gospel, Jesus teaches that 

“one’s life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions” (Luke 12:15) and 

warns about one who is “not rich toward God” (v. 21). When in Ecclesiastes “the 

Preacher” sees vanity all around, he writes, “to the one who pleases Him God has 

given wisdom and knowledge and joy” (Ecclesiastes 2:26). In the Epistle, Paul 

promises that we who, in our Baptism, “have been raised with Christ, . . . will appear 

with Him in glory” (Colossians 3:1a, 4b). We have been given not only physical life 

but also eternal life. 

 

PREPARATION 
 

OPENING HYMN   “BAPTIZED INTO YOUR NAME MOST HOLY”                #590 

 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Jacob Rambach, 1693–1735, abr.; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 

Tune: Cornelius Heinrich Dretzel, 1697–1775 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

INVOCATION 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 



 

REMEMBRANCE OF BAPTISM Romans 6:4; Colossians 3:1–4 

P In his Epistle to the Church in Rome, Paul wrote, “We were buried therefore 

with Him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the 

dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life.” 

 

And in today’s Epistle, Paul writes, “If then you have been raised with Christ, 

seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 

Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth. For you 

have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who is your 

life appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory.” 

 

Let us therefore remember our Baptism. 

 

Almighty and eternal God, according to Your strict judgment You condemned 

the unbelieving world through the flood, yet according to Your great mercy You 

preserved believing Noah and his family, eight souls in all. You drowned hard-

hearted Pharaoh and all his host in the Red Sea, yet led Your people Israel 

through the water on dry ground, foreshadowing the washing of Your Holy 

Baptism. Through the Baptism in the Jordan of Your beloved Son, our Lord 

Jesus Christ, You sanctified and instituted all waters to be a blessed flood and a 

lavish washing away of sin. 

C We give thanks that according to Your boundless mercy, You have beheld 

us and have blessed us with true faith by the Holy Spirit, that through this 

saving flood all sin in us, which has been inherited from Adam, has been 

drowned and died. Grant that we be kept safe and secure in the holy ark of 

the Christian Church, being separated from the multitude of unbelievers 

and serving Your name at all times with a fervent spirit and a joyful hope, 

so that, with all believers in Your promise, we could be declared worthy of 

eternal life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 

CONFESSION OF FAITH 

P Do you renounce the devil, all his works, and all his ways? 

C Yes, I renounce them. 
  

P Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth? 

C Yes, I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
  

P Do you believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son? 

C Yes, I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 

by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died and was buried; He descended into hell; the third day 

He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven and sits at the right 

hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He will come to judge the 

living and the dead. 
  

 



P Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 

C Yes, I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion 

of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. 
  

P The almighty God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given you the 

new birth of water and of the Spirit and has forgiven you all your sins, 

strengthen you with His grace to life T everlasting. 

C Amen. 
  

P Let us pray. 

Almighty and most merciful God and Father, we thank and praise You that You 

graciously preserve and enlarge Your family and have granted us new birth in 

Holy Baptism and made us members of Your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, and 

heirs of Your heavenly kingdom. 

C We humbly implore You that, as we are Your children, You would keep us 

in our baptismal grace, that according to Your good pleasure we may 

faithfully lead godly lives to the praise and honor of Your holy name and 

finally, with all Your saints, obtain the promised inheritance in heaven; 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
  

P Peace T be with you. 

C Amen. 
 

WORD 
 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS LSB 154 

A Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His people on earth. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

SALUTATION 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Let us pray. 

O Lord, grant us wisdom to recognize the treasures You have stored up for us in 

heaven, that we may never despair 

C but always rejoice and be thankful for the riches of Your grace; 
  

P through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12–14; 2:18–26 

2Vanity of vanities, says the Preacher, 

 vanity of vanities! All is vanity. . . . 

 12I the Preacher have been king over Israel in Jerusalem. 13And I applied my heart 

to seek and to search out by wisdom all that is done under heaven. It is an unhappy 

business that God has given to the children of man to be busy with. 14I have seen 

everything that is done under the sun, and behold, all is vanity and a striving after 

wind. . . . 

 18I hated all my toil in which I toil under the sun, seeing that I must leave it to the 

man who will come after me, 19and who knows whether he will be wise or a fool? 

Yet he will be master of all for which I toiled and used my wisdom under the sun. 

This also is vanity. 20So I turned about and gave my heart up to despair over all the 

toil of my labors under the sun, 21because sometimes a person who has toiled with 

wisdom and knowledge and skill must leave everything to be enjoyed by someone 

who did not toil for it. This also is vanity and a great evil. 22What has a man from all 

the toil and striving of heart with which he toils beneath the sun? 23For all his days 

are full of sorrow, and his work is a vexation. Even in the night his heart does not 

rest. This also is vanity. 

 24There is nothing better for a person than that he should eat and drink and find 

enjoyment in his toil. This also, I saw, is from the hand of God, 25for apart from him 

who can eat or who can have enjoyment? 26For to the one who pleases him God has 



given wisdom and knowledge and joy, but to the sinner he has given the business of 

gathering and collecting, only to give to one who pleases God. This also is vanity and 

a striving after wind. 

  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE Colossians 3:1–11 

 1If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where 

Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2Set your minds on things that are above, 

not on things that are on earth. 3For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ 

in God. 4When Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear with him in 

glory. 

 5Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: sexual immorality, impurity, 

passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. 6On account of these the 

wrath of God is coming. 7In these you too once walked, when you were living in 

them. 8But now you must put them all away: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and 

obscene talk from your mouth. 9Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have put 

off the old self with its practices 10and have put on the new self, which is being 

renewed in knowledge after the image of its creator. 11Here there is not Greek and 

Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave, free; but Christ is 

all, and in all. 

  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

VERSE Colossians 3:23–24a 

P Alleluia. Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men, 

C    knowing that from the Lord you will receive the inheritance as your 

reward.  Alleluia. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 12:13–21 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twelfth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

 13Someone in the crowd said to [Jesus], “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the 

inheritance with me.” 14But he said to him, “Man, who made me a judge or arbitrator 

over you?” 15And he said to them, “Take care, and be on your guard against all 

covetousness, for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.” 
16And he told them a parable, saying, “The land of a rich man produced plentifully, 
17and he thought to himself, ‘What shall I do, for I have nowhere to store my crops?’ 
18And he said, ‘I will do this: I will tear down my barns and build larger ones, and 

there I will store all my grain and my goods. 19And I will say to my soul, Soul, you 

have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.’ 20But God said 

to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul is required of you, and the things you have 

prepared, whose will they be?’ 21So is the one who lays up treasure for himself and is 

not rich toward God.” 



P     This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY       “JESUS, PRICELESS TREASURE”                 #743 sts. 1, 4, 6 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Franck, 1618–77; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 

Tune: Johann Crüger, 1598–1662 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

SERMON 

 

CREED Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 



     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

P Remembering our Baptism does not necessarily mean recapturing the moment, 

for many of us were baptized as infants. But it does mean a willingness to 

follow our Lord each day. We sing “Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus” to guide our 

prayers to God. 

 

685 LET US EVER WALK WITH JESUS st. 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Sigismund von Birken, 1626–81; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt. 
Tune: Georg G. Boltze, 18th cent. 

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001439 

Tune: Public domain 



 

PRAYER 2 

P “One’s life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions” (Luke 12:15b). 

For all who are deceived by the world’s valuing property over people and power 

over service, that God would open their eyes that they serve Him above all, let 

us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For all who focus on themselves, trusting their own efforts rather than relying on 

the mercy and blessings of our heavenly Father, that God would move them to 

loving service for the people around them, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For the Church around the world, wherever the Gospel is proclaimed, calling 

people to follow our Lord as pilgrims treading toward the gracious and eternal 

promises of Christ, that God would protect and direct her, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

685 LET US EVER WALK WITH JESUS st. 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Sigismund von Birken, 1626–81; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt. 

Tune: Georg G. Boltze, 18th cent. 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001439 

Tune: Public domain 

 

 

PRAYER 3 

P “I hated all my toil in which I toil under the sun” (Ecclesiastes 2:18). For all 

who languish, working in joyless jobs, those who are underemployed or 

unemployed, and each person who awakens to another day of discomfort and 



pain, that God would provide strength, endurance, and solace, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For all who call out to God for relief from illness, pain, or difficult 

circumstances, especially Hedy, Jean, Kathleen, Ray, Wally, Dana, Kaylee, 

Kris, Jen, John, Jonathan, Leah, and Rod, that God would hear their prayers and 

graciously answer them in His almighty wisdom and love, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For the leaders of the nations, that God would guide them to provide decent 

food, clothing, and shelter for their citizens and protection both from enemies 

outside their borders and from lawlessness within, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

685 LET US EVER WALK WITH JESUS st. 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Sigismund von Birken, 1626–81; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt. 

Tune: Georg G. Boltze, 18th cent. 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001439 

Tune: Public domain 

 

 

PRAYER 4 

P “Apart from [God] who can eat or who can have enjoyment?” (Ecclesiastes 

2:25). For all who do not know Christ’s resurrection, but see the grave as the 

end of life, that the Holy Spirit would grant them faith to trust in our Lord’s 

victory, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  



P For health care workers, first responders, and all who minister to people nearing 

the end of this mortal life, that God would sustain them in their ministry and use 

them as His instruments for Jesus’ sake, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For ourselves, that we look beyond the grave in our daily living, anticipating our 

entry into heaven and living in the light of God’s love, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P Into Your hands, heavenly Father, we commend ourselves and all for whom we 

pray, trusting in Your mercy for the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

685 LET US EVER WALK WITH JESUS st. 4 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Sigismund von Birken, 1626–81; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt. 
Tune: Georg G. Boltze, 18th cent. 

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001439 

Tune: Public domain 

 

 

SACRAMENT 
 

PREFACE 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 



  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

PROPER PREFACE 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, who, having created all things, took on human flesh and was 

born of the virgin Mary. For our sake He died on the cross and rose from the 

dead to put an end to death, thus fulfilling Your will and gaining for You a holy 

people. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of 

heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and 

saying: 

 

SANCTUS LSB 208 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those 

whom You created and called us not only to physical life but also to eternal life 

with You through the sacrifice of Your Son. With repentant joy we receive the 

salvation He won for us on the cross. 

 

 

      Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we pray that You would 

forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant that we 

faithfully receive our Lord’s body and blood here on earth until that day we join 

the hosts of heaven at the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has 

no end. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 



THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 

“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance 

of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 

thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 

testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 

do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death 

until He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
  

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood 

to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and 

passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the 

dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So 

remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

PAX DOMINI 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 

AGNUS DEI LSB 210 

 



 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

DISTRIBUTION  
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN  “GOD’S OWN CHILD, I GLADLY SAY IT”              #594 

 

 

 

 



 

 
Text: Erdmann Neumeister, 1671–1756; tr. Robert E. Voelker, 1957 

Tune: Johann Caspar Bachofen, 1695–1755, alt. 
Text: © 1991 Robert E. Voelker. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001439 

Tune: Public domain 

 

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 

P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 

Sacrament, 

C and we implore You that You would strengthen us through it in faith 

toward You and in fervent love toward one another; 
  

P through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

 

 

 

CLOSING HYMN  “GO, MY CHILDREN, WITH MY BLESSING”                      #922  

 

 



 

 
Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, 1919–2008 

Tune: Welsh, 18th cent. 
Text: © 1983 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001439 

Tune: Public domain 

 

DISMISSAL 

P Go in peace as you serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God! 
 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS—DO NOT REMOVE 

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series C, Quarter 3. Copyright © 2022 

Concordia Publishing House. 

All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy 

Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing 

ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2022 Concordia Publishing House. 

LSB Hymn License No. 110001439 


