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FEAR GOD AND GIVE HIM GLORY 

 

AS WE GATHER 

Reformation Day is sometimes treated as merely a nod to history for those who claim 

Luther’s legacy. But the great Reformation is not about recalling a hero. It is about 

reclaiming the Gospel in our own time. The once and eternal call is to “fear God and 

give Him glory” (Revelation 14:7). This fear is nothing less than faith, although it is 

more. It is respect for the Law that condemns our sin and trust in the Gospel that 

forgives us. It is reverence before the God who could have settled for being just but 

instead chose to be merciful. With joy, we claim the heritage and enjoin the 

responsibility of keeping this faith pure, vigorously proclaiming this faith both within 

and outside the company of the faithful. 

 

PREPARATION 

 

OPENING HYMN   “A MIGHTY FORTRESS IS OUR GOD”   #656 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
Text: tr. composite 

Text and tune: Martin Luther, 1483–1546 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

INVOCATION 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with 

which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and 

eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent 

of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the 

holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus 

Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

  

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 

servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead 

and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

  

 

KYRIE LSB 204 

C Lord, have mercy; 

Christ, have mercy; 

Lord, have mercy. 

 



GLORIA IN EXCELSIS LSB 204 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

SALUTATION 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Let us pray. 

Almighty and gracious Lord, pour out Your Holy Spirit on Your faithful people. 

Keep us steadfast in Your grace and truth, protect and deliver us in times of 

temptation, defend us against all enemies, and grant to Your Church Your 

saving peace; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE DAY 

P Today we commemorate the great Reformation and lay claim to this legacy of 

pure doctrine and the zeal for the proclamation of this Gospel that grew out of 

this movement. We give thanks to God for His Gospel, for the doctrine that 

flows from that Gospel, and for Martin Luther, who recalled the Church to its 

truth with such clarity and conviction. In the First Reading from Revelation, we 

hear the message the Church is given to proclaim until Christ comes again. In 

Romans, Paul gives clear explanation of what it means to be saved by grace 

through faith in Jesus Christ. In the Gospel of John, we are taught that we are 

His disciples and free because we abide in His life-giving Word. 

 



FIRST READING Revelation 14:6–7 

 6Then I saw another angel flying directly overhead, with an eternal gospel to 

proclaim to those who dwell on earth, to every nation and tribe and language and 

people. 7And he said with a loud voice, “Fear God and give him glory, because the 

hour of his judgment has come, and worship him who made heaven and earth, the sea 

and the springs of water.” 

  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

EPISTLE Romans 3:19–28 

 19Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are under the 

law, so that every mouth may be stopped, and the whole world may be held 

accountable to God. 20For by works of the law no human being will be justified in his 

sight, since through the law comes knowledge of sin. 

 21But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, 

although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it— 22the righteousness of God 

through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction: 23for all 

have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24and are justified by his grace as a 

gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25whom God put forward as a 

propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God’s 

righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. 26It 

was to show his righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and the 

justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. 

 27Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law? By a 

law of works? No, but by the law of faith. 28For we hold that one is justified by faith 

apart from works of the law. 

  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

VERSE Luke 12:32 

Alleluia. Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the 

kingdom. Alleluia. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL John 8:31–36 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the eighth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

 31So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you abide in my word, 

you are truly my disciples, 32and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you 

free.” 33They answered him, “We are offspring of Abraham and have never been 

enslaved to anyone. How is it that you say, ‘You will become free’?” 

 34Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who commits sin is a 

slave to sin. 35The slave does not remain in the house forever; the son remains 

forever. 36So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.” 

  



P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY    “LORD, KEEP US STEADFAST IN YOUR WORD”     #655 

 

 

 
Text: Martin Luther, 1483–1546; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 

Tune: Geistliche Lieder auffs new gebessert, 1543, Wittenberg, ed. Joseph Klug 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

SERMON 

 

NICENE CREED 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

 



And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people 

according to their needs. 

 

Gracious God, You have renewed Your Church in every age with the voices of 

those who recall Your people to the Gospel and who speak Your Word in all 

circumstances. Receive our thanks for Martin Luther and those with him who 

contended for the Gospel against many and great enemies. Make us bold, that 

we would also contend for the faith against those who would silence our voices 

or distract Your people from the one true Gospel of the crucified and risen 

Christ. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P O Lord, guard and defend us and Your Holy Christian Church throughout the 

world, that we may be protected from the temptations of the devil, the world and 

our own sinful nature. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P Lord, make us truly Your disciples. Keep us in Your Word, free us from all 

errors, and make our homes and families peaceful. Preserve all fathers and 

encourage them for their godly task, that children would be brought up in the 

fear and instruction of the Lord. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P Have mercy on our nation. Give us good and faithful rulers who will govern 

after Your good pleasure. Give us comfort and a right understanding of Your 

rule in this world, that we would not be deceived to think earthly powers will 

last forever, but have confidence in You alone. Your kingdom come! Lord, in 

Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P God of grace, do not let Your people fear though the earth gives way and the 

mountains fall into the heart of the sea. Rescue all people in need, especially 

Hedy, Jean, Ray, Rose, Wally, Dana, Kaylee, Kris, Jen, John, Jonathan, Leah, 

and Rod, and comfort them with the promise that You are with them. Lord, in 

Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 



  

P Blessed Father, You have granted us the privilege of a place at Christ’s table. 

Give us faithful and repentant hearts by Your Spirit, that we would receive 

worthily Your Son’s body and blood and depart to bear His fruit in lives of 

holiness and humble service. Bless Your Church through the forgiveness of sins, 

that we would have a clear conscience before You and live at peace with one 

another. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P Lord God, heavenly Father, we thank You that You have brought us by Your 

Word out of the darkness of error and into the light of Your grace. Mercifully 

help us to walk in that light. Guard us from error and false doctrine, and grant 

that we would not become ungrateful and despise Your Word, but receive it 

with all our heart, conduct our lives according to it and put our trust in Your 

grace; through the merits of Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

  

 

PREFACE 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

PROPER PREFACE 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, who on this day overcame death and the grave and by His 

glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore with 

angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify 

Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

SANCTUS LSB 208 

 

 



 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, King of all creation, for You have had mercy 

on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should 

not perish but have eternal life. Grant us Your Spirit, gracious Father, that we 

may give heed to the testament of Your Son in true faith and, above all, firmly 

take to heart the words with which Christ gives to us His body and blood for our 

forgiveness. By Your grace, lead us to remember and give thanks for the 

boundless love He manifested to us when, by pouring out His precious blood, 

He saved us from Your righteous wrath and from sin, death, and hell. Grant that 

we may receive the bread and wine, that is, His body and blood, as a gift, 

guarantee, and pledge of His salvation. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver 

and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with 

the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 

“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance 

of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 

thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 

testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 

do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death 

until He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

  

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood 

to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and 

passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the 

dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So 

remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 



LORD’S PRAYER 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

PAX DOMINI 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

AGNUS DEI LSB 210 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

DISTRIBUTION  

 



DISTRIBUTION HYMN  “THE CHURCH’S ONE FOUNDATION”       #644 sts. 1–5 

 

 

 

 
Text: Samuel J. Stone, 1839–1900, alt. 

Tune: Samuel S. Wesley, 1810–76 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 

P Let us pray. 

O God, our refuge and our strength, You raised up Your servant Martin Luther 

to reform and renew Your Church in the light of Your living Word, Jesus Christ, 

our Lord. Defend and purify the Church in our own day, and grant that we may 

boldly proclaim Christ’s faithfulness unto death and His vindicating 

resurrection, which You made known to those in every age who have renewed 

Your Church by recalling us to this eternal Gospel; through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C Amen. 

 

BENEDICAMUS 

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

BENEDICTION 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 



C Amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN     “THY STRONG WORD”                                            #578 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

5 Give us lips to sing Thy glory, 

    Tongues Thy mercy to proclaim, 

Throats that shout the hope that fills us, 

    Mouths to speak Thy holy name. 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

    May the light which Thou dost send 

Fill our songs with alleluias, 

    Alleluias without end! 

 

 

 



D 6 God the Father, light-creator, 

    To Thee laud and honor be. 

To Thee, Light of Light begotten, 

    Praise be sung eternally. 

Holy Spirit, light-revealer, 

    Glory, glory be to Thee. 

Mortals, angels, now and ever 

    Praise the holy Trinity! 
Text: Martin H. Franzmann, 1907–76 

Tune: Thomas J. Williams, 1869–1944 

Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001439 
Tune: Public domain 
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