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AS WE GATHER 

Today’s Old Testament Reading is the basis for the reproaches, traditionally spoken 

on Good Friday: “Thus says the LORD: What have I done to you, O My people . . .” 

We know that, like God’s ancient people, we fail to live in ways pleasing to Him. In 

terms of the Epistle, we reflect the world around us in its false wisdom, rather than 

rejoicing in God’s great folly in sacrificing His Son for us. And so, we pay more 

attention to the beginning of each Beatitude rather than finding solace in the reason 

for the blessing coming with that circumstance or action. But the Law-filled “do” in 

that list is covered by the “done” in the life, death, and resurrection of our Lord. He is 

the only One who fulfilled all our heavenly Father’s will. And the Good News is that 

He did it in our place! He took all the Father’s reproaches, all our worldliness, and all 

our failures to the cross. The great epiphany there was our Lord’s showing the world 

God’s boundless love for us. How shall we respond? 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 

OPENING HYMN “WHERE CHARITY AND LOVE PREVAIL”                #845 sts. 1–4 

 

 

 
Text: Latin, c. 9th cent.; tr. Omer E. Westendorf, 1916–97, alt. 

Tune: Lucius Chapin, 1760–1842 
Text: © 1960 World Library Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001439 

Tune: Public domain 

 

INVOCATION 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

EXHORTATION LSB 151 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 



 

CONFESSION OF SINS LSB 151 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. 

We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 

done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our 

whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly 

deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that 

we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your 

holy name. Amen. 

 

ABSOLUTION LSB 151 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 

authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 

the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 

 

INTROIT Psalm 1:1–5; antiphon: v. 6 

For the LORD knows the way of the righteous, 

 but the way of the wicked will perish. 

Blessèd is the man who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, 

 nor stands in the way of sinners, nor sits in the seat of scoffers; 

but his delight is in the law of the LORD, 

 and on his law he meditates day and night. 

He is like a tree planted by streams of water that yields its fruit in its season, and its 

leaf does not wither. 

 In all that he does, he prospers. 

The wicked are not so, 

 but are like chaff that the wind drives away. 

Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, 

 nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

For the LORD knows the way of the righteous, 

 but the way of the wicked will perish. 

 

KYRIE LSB 152 

A In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 



A For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and 

for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us 

pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS LSB 154 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 



  

P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, You know we live in the midst of so many dangers that in our 

frailty we cannot stand upright. Grant strength and protection to support us in all 

dangers and carry us through all temptations; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

  

C Amen. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Micah 6:1–8 

1Hear what the LORD says: 

Arise, plead your case before the mountains, 

 and let the hills hear your voice. 
2Hear, you mountains, the indictment of the LORD, 

 and you enduring foundations of the earth, 

for the LORD has an indictment against his people, 

 and he will contend with Israel. 
3“O my people, what have I done to you? 

 How have I wearied you? Answer me! 
4For I brought you up from the land of Egypt 

 and redeemed you from the house of slavery, 

and I sent before you Moses, 

 Aaron, and Miriam. 
5O my people, remember what Balak king of Moab devised, 

 and what Balaam the son of Beor answered him, 

and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, 

 that you may know the saving acts of the LORD.” 

6“With what shall I come before the LORD, 

 and bow myself before God on high? 

Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, 

 with calves a year old? 
7Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, 

 with ten thousands of rivers of oil? 

Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, 

 the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 
8He has told you, O man, what is good; 

 and what does the LORD require of you 

but to do justice, and to love kindness, 

 and to walk humbly with your God? 

  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 



EPISTLE 1 Corinthians 1:18–31 

 18The word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being 

saved it is the power of God. 19For it is written, 

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 

 and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 

20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this 

age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21For since, in the wisdom 

of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, it pleased God through the 

folly of what we preach to save those who believe. 22For Jews demand signs and 

Greeks seek wisdom, 23but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and 

folly to Gentiles, 24but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the 

power of God and the wisdom of God. 25For the foolishness of God is wiser than 

men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men. 

 26For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to 

worldly standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27But God 

chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the 

world to shame the strong; 28God chose what is low and despised in the world, even 

things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, 29so that no human being might 

boast in the presence of God. 30He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, whom 

God made our wisdom and our righteousness and sanctification and redemption. 
31Therefore, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 

  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

ALLELUIA AND VERSE LSB 156 

 

 
 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 5:1–12 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

 1Seeing the crowds, [Jesus] went up on the mountain, and when he sat down, his 

disciples came to him. 

 2And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying: 

 3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

 4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 

 5“Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 

 6“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be 

satisfied. 

 7“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. 



 8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 

 9“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. 

 10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the 

kingdom of heaven. 

 11“Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of 

evil against you falsely on my account. 12Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is 

great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY  “SON OF GOD, ETERNAL SAVIOR”                             #842 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Somerset T. C. Lowry, 1855–1932, alt. 

Tune: Oude en Nieuwe Hollantse . . . Contradanseu, c. 1710, Amsterdam 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

SERMON 

 

NICENE CREED 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 



  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

P In peace, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P For pardon, that the Lord would set aside His indictment against our sin and 

forgive us for Jesus’ sake, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P For the wisdom of God, that we would not confess the wisdom of men, but 

boldly proclaim Christ and Him crucified for the salvation of the world, let us 

pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P For meekness, that we would be delivered from stubborn hearts and gladly 

submit to God’s holy will, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  



P For parents, that the Lord who gave His firstborn for our sins would strengthen 

them to teach their children His ways and to rejoice in His grace rather than 

embrace the sins of their forebears, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P For peace, that the Lord who led His people past Pharaoh and Balak would 

provide wise rulers to the nations and protect us from tyranny, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P For those reviled and slandered on account of Jesus, that the Lord would 

preserve them and ceaselessly give them joy and gladness that their reward in 

heaven is great, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P For help in affliction, that the Lord who chooses what is weak in the world to 

shame the strong would use infirmities for our good until He delivers those who 

suffer them, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P For Hedy, Jean, Ray, Rose, Sue, Wally, Dana, Diane, Kaylee, Kris, Jen, John, 

Jonathan, Leah, Rod, Sadie and Tim, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P For hunger and thirst for Christ’s body and blood, that by His Holy Communion 

we may be cleansed of our sin and equipped to love Him above all and to love 

our neighbor as ourselves, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P Lord God, heavenly Father, receive our thanks for the saints whom You 

preserved in righteousness and delivered to glory. Purify our hearts by Your 

grace and strengthen us against temptation, that we would look joyfully to the 

day when we will see You in glory; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

  

 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 

 

PREFACE LSB 160 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 



  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

PROPER PREFACE (FULL) 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord; for what had been hidden from before the foundation of the 

world You have made known to the nations in Your Son. In Him, being found in 

the substance of our mortal nature, You have manifested the fullness of Your 

glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven 

we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

SANCTUS LSB 161 

 

 

 

 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING LSB 161 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those 

whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our 

sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished 

for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 

  

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to 

forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully 

to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. 

Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the 

faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. 

Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O 

Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 



     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 

“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance 

of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 

thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 

testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 

do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death 

until He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

  

PAX DOMINI LSB 163 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

AGNUS DEI LSB 163 

 

 

 

 



 

DISTRIBUTION 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN  “LOVE DIVINE, ALL LOVES EXCELLING”        #700 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–88 

Tune: Rowland H. Prichard, 1811–87 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

THANK THE LORD LSB 164 

 

 



 

 
 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 

A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 

salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 

through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION LSB 166 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN         “HOW CAN I THANK YOU, LORD”                               #703 

 

 

 

 



Text: David Denicke, 1603–80; tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt. 
Tune: Neu-vermehrtes . . . Gesangbuch, 1693, 3rd ed., Meiningen 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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