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TEACH US THE GOSPEL AGAIN 

 

AS WE GATHER 

What is the Fifth Commandment? Answer: You shall not murder. You are right. But 

what does this mean? The disciples needed a little review in today’s Gospel. So do 

we, for its meaning is deeper and more pervasive than we may think. When it comes 

to matters of the Christian faith and life, we never know it all or remember God’s 

Word consistently. Remember Martin Luther’s comment about those who would read 

the catechism once and then throw it in a corner as if they had already mastered it. 

Yet he who put it together, though he had advanced academic degrees, knew he 

needed to study God’s Word over and over again. God’s Word doesn’t change, but 

we do. New challenges, new situations in life call for new insight and continuous 

instruction in God’s living Word. 

PREPARATION 
 

OPENING HYMN     “LORD, HELP US EVER TO RETAIN”                        #865 

 

 

 
Text: Ludwig Helmbold, 1532–98; tr. Matthias Loy, 1828–1915, alt. 

Tune: As hymnodus sacer, 1625, Leipzig 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

INVOCATION 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

OPENING SENTENCES Baptism, First and Fourth 

P These are the words of your Baptism. What is Baptism? 

C Baptism is not just plain water, but it is the water included in God’s 

command and combined with God’s word. 
  



P What does such baptizing with water indicate? 

C It indicates that the Old Adam in us should by daily contrition and 

repentance be drowned and die with all sins and evil desires, and that a new 

man should daily emerge and arise to live before God in righteousness and 

purity forever. 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Confession 

P As God’s baptized people, therefore, let’s do that! Let us repent anew that we 

may arise to live. But first let me ask, what is Confession? 

C Confession has two parts. First, that we confess our sins, and second, that 

we receive absolution, that is, forgiveness, from the pastor as from God 

Himself, not doubting, but firmly believing that by it our sins are forgiven 

before God in heaven. 
  

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with 

which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and 

eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent 

of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the 

holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus 

Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 
  

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 

servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead 

and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

WORD 

INTROIT Psalm 98:7–9; antiphon: v. 2 

The LORD has made known his salvation; 

 he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the nations. 

Let the sea roar, and all that fills it; 

 the world and those who dwell in it! 

Let the rivers clap their hands; let the hills sing for joy together before the LORD, 

 for he comes to judge the earth. 

He will judge the world with righteousness, 

 and the peoples with equity. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
The LORD has made known his salvation; 

 he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the nations. 

 



KYRIE LSB 152 

A In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and 

for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us 

pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS LSB 154 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



SALUTATION 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Let us pray. 

O Lord, graciously hear the prayers of Your people that we who justly suffer the 

consequence of our sin may be mercifully delivered by Your goodness to the 

glory of Your name; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Deuteronomy 30:15–20 

 15“See, I have set before you today life and good, death and evil. 16If you obey the 

commandments of the LORD your God that I command you today, by loving the 

LORD your God, by walking in his ways, and by keeping his commandments and his 

statutes and his rules, then you shall live and multiply, and the LORD your God will 

bless you in the land that you are entering to take possession of it. 17But if your heart 

turns away, and you will not hear, but are drawn away to worship other gods and 

serve them, 18I declare to you today, that you shall surely perish. You shall not live 

long in the land that you are going over the Jordan to enter and possess. 19I call 

heaven and earth to witness against you today, that I have set before you life and 

death, blessing and curse. Therefore choose life, that you and your offspring may 

live, 20loving the LORD your God, obeying his voice and holding fast to him, for he is 

your life and length of days, that you may dwell in the land that the LORD swore to 

your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give them.” 

  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE 1 Corinthians 3:1–9 

 1But I, brothers, could not address you as spiritual people, but as people of the 

flesh, as infants in Christ. 2I fed you with milk, not solid food, for you were not ready 

for it. And even now you are not yet ready, 3for you are still of the flesh. For while 

there is jealousy and strife among you, are you not of the flesh and behaving only in a 

human way? 4For when one says, “I follow Paul,” and another, “I follow Apollos,” 

are you not being merely human? 

 5What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through whom you believed, as the 

Lord assigned to each. 6I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. 7So 

neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God who gives the 

growth. 8He who plants and he who waters are one, and each will receive his wages 

according to his labor. 9For we are God’s fellow workers. You are God’s field, God’s 

building. 

  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 



VERSE Ephesians 5:2 

Alleluia. Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant 

offering and sacrifice to God. Alleluia. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 5:21–37 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth chapter. 

C Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 
  

 21[Jesus said:] “You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not 

murder; and whoever murders will be liable to judgment.’ 22But I say to you that 

everyone who is angry with his brother will be liable to judgment; whoever insults 

his brother will be liable to the council; and whoever says, ‘You fool!’ will be liable 

to the hell of fire. 23So if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember 

that your brother has something against you, 24leave your gift there before the altar 

and go. First be reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your gift. 
25Come to terms quickly with your accuser while you are going with him to court, 

lest your accuser hand you over to the judge, and the judge to the guard, and you be 

put in prison. 26Truly, I say to you, you will never get out until you have paid the last 

penny. 

 27“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ 28But I say to 

you that everyone who looks at a woman with lustful intent has already committed 

adultery with her in his heart. 29If your right eye causes you to sin, tear it out and 

throw it away. For it is better that you lose one of your members than that your whole 

body be thrown into hell. 30And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and 

throw it away. For it is better that you lose one of your members than that your whole 

body go into hell. 

 31“It was also said, ‘Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a certificate of 

divorce.’ 32But I say to you that everyone who divorces his wife, except on the 

ground of sexual immorality, makes her commit adultery. And whoever marries a 

divorced woman commits adultery. 

 33“Again you have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not swear 

falsely, but shall perform to the Lord what you have sworn.’ 34But I say to you, Do 

not take an oath at all, either by heaven, for it is the throne of God, 35or by the earth, 

for it is his footstool, or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great King. 36And do not 

take an oath by your head, for you cannot make one hair white or black. 37Let what 

you say be simply ‘Yes’ or ‘No’; anything more than this comes from evil.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY    “SONGS OF THANKFULNESS AND PRAISE”             #394 

 



 

 

 
Text: Christopher Wordsworth, 1807–85, alt. 

Tune: George J. Elvey, 1816–93 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

SERMON 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 



PRAYER OF THE CHURCH Incorporating the words of LSB 850 

P God of grace and God of glory, we give thanks to You this day that You do not 

leave us in silence but continually comfort, defend, and strengthen us by Your 

Word and Spirit. 

 

On Your people pour Your pow’r; 

Crown Your ancient Church’s story; 

Bring its bud to glorious flow’r. 

C Grant us wisdom, grant us courage for the facing of this hour. 
  

P Bless Your holy Church throughout the world and guide and direct all nations 

and kingdoms among men. 

 

Lo, the hosts of evil round us 

Scorn the Christ, assail His ways! 

From the fears that long have bound us 

Free our hearts to faith and praise. 

C Grant us wisdom, grant us courage for the living of these days. 
  

P In the forgiveness of our sins and as Your own children by our Baptism into 

Christ, give to all in need healing for the sick, restoration to the broken, 

confidence to those without hope, and peace to all in trouble, including Hedy, 

Jean, Ray, Rose, Sue, Wally, Dana, Kaylee, Kris, Jen, John, Jonathan, Leah, 

Rod, Sadie and Tim.  

 

Cure Your children’s warring madness; 

Bend our pride to Your control; 

Shame our wanton, selfish gladness, 

Rich in things and poor in soul. 

C Grant us wisdom, grant us courage lest we miss Your kingdom’s goal. 
  

P Remembering all who have gone before us with the sign of faith, especially the 

prophets and apostles and martyrs of old as well as those nearer to us whom we 

name before You in our hearts, help us to continue walking in faith to Your 

glory and our salvation. 

 

Save us from weak resignation 

To the evils we deplore; 

Let the gift of Your salvation 

Be our glory evermore. 

C Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, serving You whom we adore. 
  

P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your 

mercy, through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 



 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

CLOSING HYMN   “I KNOW MY FAITH IS FOUNDED”                           #587 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
Text: Erdmann Neumeister, 1671–1756; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt. 
Tune: Concentus novi, 1540, Augsburg 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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