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AS WE GATHER 

Each Sunday in Lent brings us closer to Holy Week and closer to the foot of the 

cross. In a sense, we are annual pilgrims traveling on the way of and to the cross. 

Each year is slightly different from the one that has come before on that cross way. 

According to the liturgical year in the Church, we are closer today to the death of 

Christ and His glorious resurrection than we were a week ago. And, according to our 

earthly lives, we are drawing closer to our own individual death and resurrection. 

Along this way, we intersect with the cross, which serves as a sign for our lives at all 

times. May we each be blessed in our pilgrimage! 
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ADDITIONAL PSALMS Psalm 130; antiphon: v. 7 

1Out of the depths 

 I cry to you, O LORD! 
2O Lord, hear my voice! 

 Let your ears be attentive 

 to the voice of my pleas for mercy! 

3If you, O LORD, should mark iniquities, 

 O Lord, who could stand? 
4But with you there is forgiveness, 

 that you may be feared. 

5I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, 

 and in his word I hope; 
6my soul waits for the Lord 

 more than watchmen for the morning, 

 more than watchmen for the morning. 

7O Israel, hope in the LORD! 

 For with the LORD there is steadfast love, 

 and with him is plentiful redemption. 
8And he will redeem Israel 

 from all his iniquities. 
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OFFICE HYMN  “MY SONG IS LOVE UNKNOWN”                                              #430 

 

 

 

 



 

5 They rise and needs will have 

    My dear Lord made away; 

A murderer they save, 

    The Prince of Life they slay. 

Yet cheerful He 

    To suff’ring goes 

    That He His foes 

From thence might free. 

 

6 In life no house, no home 

    My Lord on earth might have; 

In death no friendly tomb 

    But what a stranger gave. 

What may I say? 

    Heav’n was His home 

    But mine the tomb 

Wherein He lay. 

 

7 Here might I stay and sing, 

    No story so divine! 

Never was love, dear King, 

    Never was grief like Thine. 

This is my friend, 

    In whose sweet praise 

    I all my days 

Could gladly spend! 
Text: Samuel Crossman, c. 1624–1683 

Tune: John N. Ireland, 1879–1962 
Text: Public domain 

Tune: © John Ireland Trust. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001439 

 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Ezekiel 37:1–14 

L  1The hand of the LORD was upon me, and he brought me out in the Spirit of the 

LORD and set me down in the middle of the valley; it was full of bones. 2And he led 

me around among them, and behold, there were very many on the surface of the 

valley, and behold, they were very dry. 3And he said to me, “Son of man, can these 

bones live?” And I answered, “O Lord GOD, you know.” 4Then he said to me, 

“Prophesy over these bones, and say to them, O dry bones, hear the word of the 

LORD. 5Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: Behold, I will cause breath to enter 

you, and you shall live. 6And I will lay sinews upon you, and will cause flesh to come 

upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live, and you 

shall know that I am the LORD.” 

 7So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I prophesied, there was a sound, and 

behold, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8And I looked, and 

behold, there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had 

covered them. But there was no breath in them. 9Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the 

breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to the breath, Thus says the Lord GOD: Come 



from the four winds, O breath, and breathe on these slain, that they may live.” 10So I 

prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived and 

stood on their feet, an exceedingly great army. 

 11Then he said to me, “Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel. 

Behold, they say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are clean cut off.’ 
12Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I will open 

your graves and raise you from your graves, O my people. And I will bring you into 

the land of Israel. 13And you shall know that I am the LORD, when I open your 

graves, and raise you from your graves, O my people. 14And I will put my Spirit 

within you, and you shall live, and I will place you in your own land. Then you shall 

know that I am the LORD; I have spoken, and I will do it, declares the LORD.” 

 

           HOLY GOSPEL                                                                                           John 11: 1-45 

P A reading from John, chapter 11. 

  

 1Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister 

Martha. 2It was Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with 

her hair, whose brother Lazarus was ill. 3So the sisters sent to him, saying, “Lord, he 

whom you love is ill.” 4But when Jesus heard it he said, “This illness does not lead to 

death. It is for the glory of God, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” 

 5Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 6So, when he heard that 

Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was. 7Then after this 

he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 8The disciples said to him, 

“Rabbi, the Jews were just now seeking to stone you, and are you going there again?” 
9Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours in the day? If anyone walks in the day, 

he does not stumble, because he sees the light of this world. 10But if anyone walks in 

the night, he stumbles, because the light is not in him.” 11After saying these things, he 

said to them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I go to awaken him.” 12The 

disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will recover.” 13Now Jesus had 

spoken of his death, but they thought that he meant taking rest in sleep. 14Then Jesus 

told them plainly, “Lazarus has died, 15and for your sake I am glad that I was not 

there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” 16So Thomas, called the Twin, 

said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.” 

 17Now when Jesus came, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four 

days. 18Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two miles off, 19and many of the Jews had 

come to Martha and Mary to console them concerning their brother. 20So when 

Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, but Mary remained 

seated in the house. 21Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother 

would not have died. 22But even now I know that whatever you ask from God, God 

will give you.” 23Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24Martha said to 

him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” 25Jesus said 

to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet 

shall he live, 26and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you 

believe this?” 27She said to him, “Yes, Lord; I believe that you are the Christ, the Son 

of God, who is coming into the world.” 

 28When she had said this, she went and called her sister Mary, saying in private, 

“The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 29And when she heard it, she rose 

quickly and went to him. 30Now Jesus had not yet come into the village, but was still 



in the place where Martha had met him. 31When the Jews who were with her in the 

house, consoling her, saw Mary rise quickly and go out, they followed her, supposing 

that she was going to the tomb to weep there. 32Now when Mary came to where Jesus 

was and saw him, she fell at his feet, saying to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my 

brother would not have died.” 33When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had 

come with her also weeping, he was deeply moved in his spirit and greatly troubled. 
34And he said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 
35Jesus wept. 36So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 37But some of them said, 

“Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man also have kept this man from 

dying?” 

 38Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone lay 

against it. 39Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, 

said to him, “Lord, by this time there will be an odor, for he has been dead four 

days.” 40Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed you would see the 

glory of God?” 41So they took away the stone. And Jesus lifted up his eyes and said, 

“Father, I thank you that you have heard me. 42I knew that you always hear me, but I 

said this on account of the people standing around, that they may believe that you 

sent me.” 43When he had said these things, he cried out with a loud voice, “Lazarus, 

come out.” 44The man who had died came out, his hands and feet bound with linen 

strips, and his face wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let 

him go.” 

 45Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what he did, 

believed in him. 

  

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

SERMON 

 

CANTICLE 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

P Let us pray for ourselves, the Church around the world, and all people in their 

various circumstances. 

 

For the Church here and wherever people gather around Word and Sacrament, 

that God would move us to true repentance so that we reflect in our lives the 

love that He has written on our hearts, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Loving Father, hear our prayer. 

  

P For the clergy and lay leaders of the Church, that God would help them call the 

repentant back, enable healing across painful divisions, and teach catechumens 

of all ages the message of salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Have mercy on us, O Holy Spirit. 

  

P That our Lord would bring about understanding across political borders, 

between racial, generational, economic, and cultural differences, and within 

families of all sizes and shapes, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord of the nations and Prince of Peace, listen to our plea. 

  

P For teachers and students, social workers and counselors, police and all first 

responders, that God would keep them safe and healthy, guiding them in crises 

and sustaining them in chronic problems, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Father in heaven, hear our prayer. 

  

P For all who are in exile from home, those who have been incarcerated, and any 

who have not been treated with human dignity, that God would surround them 

with supportive individuals and organizations, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Spirit of truth, increase their patience and hope that many may rejoice 

together. 

  

P For those near and dear to us, including Hedy, Jean, Ray, Sue, Wally, Dana, 

Diane, Kaylee, Kris, Jen, John, Leah, Regan, Rod, Sadie, Tim and Wendy, 

people everywhere who seek healing and peace, and those known only to God, 

that our Lord would heal, restore, and console them, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord Jesus, come to their aid. 

  

P These and any other things You would have us ask of You, heavenly Father, 

grant to us for the sake of the bitter sufferings and death of Your Son, Jesus 

Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

KYRIE LSB 227 

C Lord, have mercy; 

Christ, have mercy; 

Lord, have mercy. 



 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

COLLECTS 

 

INTRODUCTION TO COLLECTS LSB 227 

P O Lord, hear my prayer. 

C And let my cry come to You. 

 

COLLECT OF THE DAY 

Almighty God, by Your great goodness mercifully look upon Your people that we 

may be governed and preserved evermore in body and soul; through Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

COLLECT FOR GRACE 

P O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, You have safely 

brought us to the beginning of this day. Defend us in the same with Your mighty 

power and grant that this day we fall into no sin, neither run into any kind of 

danger, but that all our doings, being ordered by Your governance, may be 

righteous in Your sight; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

 

BENEDICAMUS LSB 228 

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 



BENEDICTION LSB 228 

P The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C Amen. 

  

 

CLOSING HYMN   “GO TO DARK GETHSEMANE”                                           #436 

 

 

 

 
Text: James Montgomery, 1771–1854 
Tune: Richard Redhead, 1820–1901 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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