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592 Dearest Jesus, We Are Here 

 

 

 

 
Text: Benjamin Schmolck, 1672–1737; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 

Tune: Johann Rudolph Ahle, 1625–73, alt. 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

  

T The Baptism of Madelyn Rose Exner T 

 



P Dearly beloved, Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Matthew, “All authority 

in heaven and on earth has been given to Me. Therefore go and make disciples of 

all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit.” In the last chapter of Mark our Lord promises, “Whoever believes and is 

baptized will be saved.” And the apostle Peter has written, “Baptism now saves 

you.” 

  

The Word of God also teaches that we are all conceived and born sinful and are 

under the power of the devil until Christ claims us as His own. We would be lost 

forever unless delivered from sin, death, and everlasting condemnation. But the 

Father of all mercy and grace has sent His Son Jesus Christ, who atoned for the sin 

of the whole world, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have 

eternal life. 

 

P How are you named? 

R Madelyn Rose Exner 

 

P Madelyn Rose, receive the sign of the holy cross both upon your T forehead and 

upon your T heart to mark you as one redeemed by Christ the crucified. 

 

P Let us pray. 

Almighty and eternal God, according to Your strict judgment You condemned the 

unbelieving world through the flood, yet according to Your great mercy You 

preserved believing Noah and his family, eight souls in all. You drowned hard-

hearted Pharaoh and all his host in the Red Sea, yet led Your people Israel through 

the water on dry ground, foreshadowing this washing of Your Holy Baptism. 

Through the Baptism in the Jordan of Your beloved Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, 

You sanctified and instituted all waters to be a blessed flood and a lavish washing 

away of sin. 

  

We pray that You would behold Madelyn Rose according to Your boundless mercy 

and bless her with true faith by the Holy Spirit, that through this saving flood all 

sin in her, which has been inherited from Adam and which  she herself  has 

committed since, would be drowned and die. Grant that she be kept safe and secure 

in the holy ark of the Christian Church, being separated from the multitude of 

unbelievers and serving Your name at all times with a fervent spirit and a joyful 

hope, so that, with all believers in Your promise, she would be declared worthy of 

eternal life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

P From ancient times the Church has observed the custom of appointing sponsors for 

baptismal candidates and catechumens. In the Evangelical Lutheran Church 



sponsors are to confess the faith expressed in the Apostles’ Creed and taught in the 

Small Catechism. They are, whenever possible, to witness the Baptism of those 

they sponsor. They are to pray for them, support them in their ongoing instruction 

and nurture in the Christian faith, and encourage them toward the faithful reception 

of the Lord’s Supper. They are at all times to be examples to them of the holy life 

of faith in Christ and love for the neighbor. 

  

P Is it your intention to serve Madelyn Rose as sponsor in the Christian faith? 

R Yes, with the help of God. 

  

P God enable you to will and to do this faithful and loving work and with His grace 

fulfill what we are unable to do. 

C Amen. 

 

P Hear the Holy Gospel according to St. Mark. 

  

They brought young children to [Jesus] that He might touch them; but the disciples 

rebuked those who brought them. But when Jesus saw it, He was greatly displeased 

and said to them, “Let the little children come to Me, and do not forbid them; for of 

such is the kingdom of God. Assuredly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the 

kingdom of God as a little child will by no means enter it.” And He took them up 

in His arms, put His hands on them, and blessed them. 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 



 

P The Lord preserve your coming in and your going out from this time forth and 

even T forevermore. 

C Amen. 

 

P Madelyn Rose, do you renounce the devil? 

C Yes, I renounce him. 

P Do you renounce all his works? 

C Yes, I renounce them. 

P Do you renounce all his ways? 

C Yes, I renounce them. 

 

P Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth? 

C Yes, I believe. 

  

P Do you believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died and was buried; He descended into hell; the third day He rose again from the 

dead; He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty; from thence He will come to judge the living and the dead? 

C Yes, I believe. 

  

P Do you believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting? 

C Yes, I believe. 

  

P Madelyn Rose, do you desire to be baptized? 

R Yes, I do. 

 

P Madelyn Rose, I baptize you in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P The almighty God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given you the new 

birth of water and of the Spirit and has forgiven you all your sins, strengthen you 

with His grace to life T everlasting. 

C Amen. 

 

P Receive this burning light to show that you have received Christ who is the Light 

of the world. Live always in the light of Christ, and be ever watchful for His 



coming, that you may meet Him with joy and enter with Him into the marriage 

feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which shall have no end. 

 

P In Holy Baptism God the Father has made you a member of His Son, our Lord 

Jesus Christ, and an heir  with us of all the treasures of heaven in the one holy 

Christian and apostolic Church. We receive you in Jesus’ name as our sister in 

Christ, that together we might hear His Word, receive His gifts, and proclaim the 

praises of Him who called us out of darkness into His marvelous light. 

C Amen. We welcome you in the name of the Lord. 

 

P Let us pray. 

Almighty and most merciful God and Father, we thank and praise You that You 

graciously preserve and enlarge Your family and have granted Madelyn Rose the 

new birth in Holy Baptism and made her, a member of Your Son, our Lord Jesus 

Christ, and an heir of Your heavenly kingdom. We humbly implore You that, as 

she has now become Your child, You would keep her in her baptismal grace, that 

according to Your good pleasure she may faithfully grow to lead a godly life to the 

praise and honor of Your holy name and finally, with all Your saints, obtain the 

promised inheritance in heaven; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

P Merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You grant us the adoption as sons through Your 

Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, and claim us as Your own from the kingdom of Satan, 

rescuing us from sin and everlasting condemnation. We give thanks to You that 

Madelyn Rose has been made Your own dear child in Holy Baptism. Grant Your 

blessing to her parents that, being strengthened in the grace of their own Baptism, 

they may faithfully nurture their child in the knowledge and love of the Lord Jesus 

Christ, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C Amen. 

 

P Lord and Giver of life, look with kindness upon the father and mother of this child  

and upon all our parents. Let them ever rejoice in the gift You have given them. 

Enable them to be teachers and examples of righteousness for their children. 

Strengthen them in their own Baptism that they may share eternally with their 

children the salvation You have given them; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

P Almighty and everlasting God, since You govern and sanctify the whole Christian 

Church by Your Holy Spirit, hear our prayers for all her members, and mercifully 

grant that by Your grace we may serve You in true faith; through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord. 



C Amen. 

 

P Peace T be with you. 

C Amen. 

 

Confession of Sins LSB 151 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

Confession of Sins LSB 151 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 

and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole 

heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your 

will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

Absolution LSB 151 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 

authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 

T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Introit Psalm 30:1–5; antiphon: Psalm 149:1 

Praise the LORD! Sing to the LORD a new song, 

 his praise in the assembly of the godly! 

I will extol you, O LORD, for you have drawn me up 

 and have not let my foes rejoice over me. 

O LORD my God, I cried to you for help, 

 and you have healed me. 

O LORD, you have brought up my soul from Sheol; 

 you restored me to life from among those who go down to the pit. 

Sing praises to the LORD, O you his saints, 

 and give thanks to his holy name. 

For his anger is but for a moment, and his favor is for a lifetime. 

 Weeping may tarry for the night, but joy comes with the morning. 



Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Praise the LORD! Sing to the LORD a new song, 

 his praise in the assembly of the godly! 

 

Kyrie LSB 152 

A In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for 

the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray 

to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

This Is the Feast LSB 155 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Let us pray. 

O God, You make the minds of Your faithful to be of one will. Grant that we may 

love what You have commanded and desire what You promise, that among the 

many changes of this world our hearts may be fixed where true joys are found; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

C Amen. 

 

First Reading Acts 6:1–9; 7:2a, 51–60 

 1Now in these days when the disciples were increasing in number, a complaint by the 

Hellenists arose against the Hebrews because their widows were being neglected in the 

daily distribution. 2And the twelve summoned the full number of the disciples and said, 

“It is not right that we should give up preaching the word of God to serve tables. 
3Therefore, brothers, pick out from among you seven men of good repute, full of the 

Spirit and of wisdom, whom we will appoint to this duty. 4But we will devote ourselves 

to prayer and to the ministry of the word.” 5And what they said pleased the whole 



gathering, and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip, 

and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a proselyte of 

Antioch. 6These they set before the apostles, and they prayed and laid their hands on 

them. 

 7And the word of God continued to increase, and the number of the disciples 

multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests became obedient to the 

faith. 

 8And Stephen, full of grace and power, was doing great wonders and signs among the 

people. 9Then some of those who belonged to the synagogue of the Freedmen (as it was 

called), and of the Cyrenians, and of the Alexandrians, and of those from Cilicia and 

Asia, rose up and disputed with Stephen. . . . 

 2And Stephen said: 

 “Brothers and fathers, hear me. . . . 

 51You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you always resist the 

Holy Spirit. As your fathers did, so do you. 52Which of the prophets did not your fathers 

persecute? And they killed those who announced beforehand the coming of the 

Righteous One, whom you have now betrayed and murdered, 53you who received the 

law as delivered by angels and did not keep it.” 

 54Now when they heard these things they were enraged, and they ground their teeth at 

him. 55But he, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, and 

Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56And he said, “Behold, I see the heavens 

opened, and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.” 57But they cried out 

with a loud voice and stopped their ears and rushed together at him. 58Then they cast 

him out of the city and stoned him. And the witnesses laid down their garments at the 

feet of a young man named Saul. 59And as they were stoning Stephen, he called out, 

“Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60And falling to his knees he cried out with a loud 

voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” And when he had said this, he fell 

asleep. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Epistle 1 Peter 2:2–10 

 2Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up to 

salvation— 3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 

 4As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God chosen 

and precious, 5you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to 

be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 
6For it stands in Scripture: 



“Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, 

 a cornerstone chosen and precious, 

and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” 

7So the honor is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe, 

“The stone that the builders rejected 

 has become the cornerstone,” 

8and 

“A stone of stumbling, 

 and a rock of offense.” 

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 

 9But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own 

possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of 

darkness into his marvelous light. 10Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s 

people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Alleluia and Verse LSB 156 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel John 14:1–14 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourteenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

 1[Jesus said:] “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. 2In 

my Father’s house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to 

prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and 

will take you to myself, that where I am you may be also. 4And you know the way to 

where I am going.” 5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. 

How can we know the way?” 6Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the 



life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7If you had known me, you would 

have known my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 

 8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us.” 9Jesus said to 

him, “Have I been with you so long, and you still do not know me, Philip? Whoever has 

seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10Do you not 

believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do 

not speak on my own authority, but the Father who dwells in me does his works. 
11Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me, or else believe on account 

of the works themselves. 

 12“Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in me will also do the works that I do; 

and greater works than these will he do, because I am going to the Father. 13Whatever 

you ask in my name, this I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If you 

ask me anything in my name, I will do it.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

633 At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing sts. 1–4, 8 

 

 

 
Text: Latin, c. 5th–10th cent.; tr. Robert Campbell, 1814–68, alt. 

Tune: Kirchengeseng, 1566, Ivancice 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 



Sermon 

 

Prayer of the Church 

P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people 

according to their needs. 

  

Heavenly Father, through the power of Christ’s resurrection You adopt all who 

believe in Him. Receive us as Your newborn children and nourish our faith through 

the pure spiritual milk of Your Word, that we may dwell in Your presence forever. 

Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P Lord God, You have promised to build up Your Church to be a holy priesthood, 

that Your people might offer spiritual sacrifices of praise and thanksgiving 

acceptable to You. Bless Your Church, and bring all congregations together. Bless 

all pastors who proclaim Christ to us. Bless church workers and those preparing for 

full-time church vocations, that we may be supplied with faithful leaders and 

servants of Your Word. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P Heavenly Father, build up the households of Your people, that Your holy children, 

begotten in Baptism, may grow in Your grace and share together in Your 

forgiveness and life. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P Holy God, Your power brought all things into being and still preserves what You 

have made. Bless our president; the Congress of these United States; our governor; 

and all elected and appointed civil servants. Lead them to honor You and Your 

purpose, establishing order and justice, encouraging virtue, and protecting all life. 

Give them wisdom and moderation to lead for the well-being of the nation. Lord, 

in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P Merciful heavenly Father, for the sake of Your dear Son, who has restored all 

things by His cross, grant healing, comfort, deliverance and peace to those in need. 

Bless the sick, the sorrowing, the anxious, the fearful, the homebound, the 

homeless, the dying and all who have requested our prayers including those named 

in our bulletin and in our hearts. At the last, give them entrance into Your 

heavenly kingdom. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  



P Father of the risen Christ, You give us the crucified and risen body and blood of 

our Lord in this Holy Supper. Let us taste that the Lord is good and continually 

grow up unto salvation. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P Heavenly Father, we thank and praise You for Your servant St. Stephen, whom 

Your Son has received into His glory. May we imitate him in faith and love to 

speak Your truth with boldness, forgiving those who sin against us as Christ 

forgave His persecutors from the cross. When our last hour comes, let us fall asleep 

in Him and be born into eternal life; for the sake of Him who was born into our 

flesh to redeem it, even Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

  

 

Offering 

 

Preface LSB 160 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

Proper Preface (Full) 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God. And most especially 

are we bound to praise You on this day for the glorious resurrection of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, the very Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us and bore the sins of 

the world. By His dying He has destroyed death, and by His rising again He has 

restored to us everlasting life. Therefore with Mary Magdalene, Peter and John, 

and with all the witnesses of the resurrection, with angels and archangels, and with 

all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 

praising You and saying: 

 



Sanctus LSB 161 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those 

whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin 

and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us 

by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 

  

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to 

forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to 

eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us 

together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the 

marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive 

our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, 

and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 

He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 

this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, 

He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 



My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as 

you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Proclamation of Christ 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until 

He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

  

 

Pax Domini LSB 163 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei LSB 163 

 

 

 

 
 

Distribution 

 



644 The Church’s One Foundation sts. 1–5 

 

 

 

 
Text: Samuel J. Stone, 1839–1900, alt. 

Tune: Samuel S. Wesley, 1810–76 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Thank the Lord LSB 164 

 

 



 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 

salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 

through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Benediction LSB 166 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

411 I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Kathleen Thomerson, 1934 

Text and tune: © 1970, 1975 Celebration. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001439 
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