
Table Grace 

 

As We Gather 

One of the three sung table graces included in Lutheran Service Book is “Be Present at 

Our Table, Lord” (LSB 775). The first part of the text, from around 1740, was written to 

be used before a meal began. It asks the Lord’s presence be at the dinner table. The text 

also has a parallel verse to be spoken or sung at the close of a meal: 

  

We bless Thee, Lord, for this our food, 

But more for Jesu’s flesh and blood; 

The manna to our spirits giv’n, 

The living bread sent down from heav’n; 

Praise shall our grateful lips employ, 

While life and plenty we enjoy; 

’Till worthy, we adore Thy name, 

While banqueting with Christ, the lamb. 

  

The English author John Cennick thoughtfully ties together our daily eating at our home 

tables with our being together at the Lord’s Table at worship. Wherever our tables may 

be, the Lord is there with His blessing! 

 

915 Today Your Mercy Calls Us LSB 915 

 

 

 



 
Text: Oswald Allen, 1816–78, alt. 

Tune: Friedrich K. Anthes, 1812–after 1857 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Opening Sentences Psalm 149:1–2, 4, 9b 

P Praise the LORD! Sing to the LORD a new song, 

C His praise in the assembly of the godly! 

  

P Let Israel be glad in his Maker; 

C let the children of Zion rejoice in their King! 

  

P For the LORD takes pleasure in His people; 

C He adorns the humble with salvation. Praise the LORD! 

 

Confession and Absolution 

P Let us now make confession of our sins to God, our heavenly Father. 

C Merciful Father, we confess our sinfulness. We are not worthy for You to 

come among us. We are indeed sinful from our birth and since that time have 

transgressed against You in thought, word, and deed. Our actions have 

brought injury to others. We have left undone those things which we ought to 

have done; we have done those things which we ought not to have done. We 

sincerely repent of our sins. Graciously hear this, our confession, O Lord, and 

grant us Your grace and forgiveness in Jesus Christ. By the renewing work of 

the Holy Spirit within us, lead us to amend our sinful lives that each day we 

may grow in righteousness and in hope to the glory of Your holy name. 

  

P Jesus, our Redeemer and God’s greatest gift, promises forgiveness, life, and 

salvation, and welcomes us to His Table. As a called and ordained servant of Christ 

and by His authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 

the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. As you believe, so may it be. 

C Amen. 



 

Introit Psalm 50:7–10; antiphon: v. 1 

The Mighty One, God the LORD, speaks and summons the earth 

 from the rising of the sun to its setting. 

Hear, O my people, and I will speak; O Israel, I will testify against you. 

 I am God, your God. 

Not for your sacrifices do I rebuke you; 

 your burnt offerings are continually before me. 

I will not accept a bull from your house 

 or goats from your folds. 

For every beast of the forest is mine, 

 the cattle on a thousand hills. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

The Mighty One, God the LORD, speaks and summons the earth 

 from the rising of the sun to its setting. 

 

Kyrie LSB 152 

A In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for 

the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray 

to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 154 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Salutation 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 



Prayer of the Day 

P Let us pray. 

Almighty and most merciful God, You sent Your Son, Jesus Christ, to seek and to 

save the lost. Graciously open our ears and our hearts to hear His call and to follow 

Him by faith that we may feast with Him forever in His kingdom; through the same 

Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Old Testament Reading Hosea 5:15—6:6 

15I will return again to my place, 

 until they acknowledge their guilt and seek my face, 

 and in their distress earnestly seek me. 

1“Come, let us return to the LORD; 

 for he has torn us, that he may heal us; 

 he has struck us down, and he will bind us up. 
2After two days he will revive us; 

 on the third day he will raise us up, 

 that we may live before him. 
3Let us know; let us press on to know the LORD; 

 his going out is sure as the dawn; 

he will come to us as the showers, 

 as the spring rains that water the earth.” 
4What shall I do with you, O Ephraim? 

 What shall I do with you, O Judah? 

Your love is like a morning cloud, 

 like the dew that goes early away. 
5Therefore I have hewn them by the prophets; 

 I have slain them by the words of my mouth, 

 and my judgment goes forth as the light. 
6For I desire steadfast love and not sacrifice, 

 the knowledge of God rather than burnt offerings. 

  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Epistle Romans 4:13–25 

 13The promise to Abraham and his offspring that he would be heir of the world did 

not come through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14For if it is the 



adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15For 

the law brings wrath, but where there is no law there is no transgression. 

 16That is why it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be 

guaranteed to all his offspring—not only to the adherent of the law but also to the one 

who shares the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all, 17as it is written, “I have 

made you the father of many nations”—in the presence of the God in whom he 

believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. 
18In hope he believed against hope, that he should become the father of many nations, as 

he had been told, “So shall your offspring be.” 19He did not weaken in faith when he 

considered his own body, which was as good as dead (since he was about a hundred 

years old), or when he considered the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. 20No distrust made 

him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave 

glory to God, 21fully convinced that God was able to do what he had promised. 22That is 

why his faith was “counted to him as righteousness.” 23But the words “it was counted to 

him” were not written for his sake alone, 24but for ours also. It will be counted to us who 

believe in him who raised from the dead Jesus our Lord, 25who was delivered up for our 

trespasses and raised for our justification. 

  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Gradual and Verse Psalm 145:3, 5b, 6b; Matthew 9:13b 

P Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised, 

C and His greatness is unsearchable. 

  

P On Your wondrous works, I will meditate, 

C and I will declare Your greatness. 

  

P Alleluia. I came not to call the righteous, but sinners. 

C Alleluia. 

 

Holy Gospel Matthew 9:9–13 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the ninth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

 9As Jesus passed on from there, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax booth, 

and he said to him, “Follow me.” And he rose and followed him. 

 10And as Jesus reclined at table in the house, behold, many tax collectors and sinners 

came and were reclining with Jesus and his disciples. 11And when the Pharisees saw 

this, they said to his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and 

sinners?” 12But when he heard it, he said, “Those who are well have no need of a 



physician, but those who are sick. 13Go and learn what this means, ‘I desire mercy, and 

not sacrifice.’ For I came not to call the righteous, but sinners.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

689 Let Me Be Thine Forever LSB 689 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. Matthias Loy, 1828–1915, alt.; (st. 1): Nicolaus Selnecker, 1532–92; (sts. 2–3): Gesang-Büchlein, 1688, Rudolstadt 

Tune: Musika Teutsch, 1532, Nürnberg 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon 

 

Apostles’ Creed Nicene Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 



     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

Offering - Let Us Thank the Lord with the Offering 

 

Offertory LSB 192 

 

 

 

 

 
  

  

 



Prayer of the Church 

P As dear children ask their dear father, let us bring to the Lord our prayers this day, 

knowing that He will hear us and respond to our petitions. Confidently we come to 

our Father in heaven: 

 

Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P As citizens of our blessed land, we pray for the world in which we live and for the 

leaders of every nation as well as of our own, that peace may prevail around the 

globe and that we may live without fear in our times. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P In this season of growth, we pray for the Church, that it may grow and flourish 

even in those places where persecution for our Lord’s sake is known. Grant that 

there be unhindered access to the Table of the Lord in every land. Lord, in Your 

mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P Gathered in heart and mind, we pray for those in need of our special petitions, 

including those distanced from this fellowship today, and including those dealing 

with illness and the homebound. We also remember those who grieve this day and 

those with special needs, including those named in the bulletin and in our hearts. 

According to Your good and gracious will, bring strength to the weak, assurance to 

the fearful, and hope to those in peril. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P With thankfulness, we remember those whose earthly lives have been completed, 

including relatives, friends, and members of this household of faith and so many 

others. Grant that we be blessed by the memory of all who have fallen asleep in 

Jesus as in blessed hope we await the resurrection to life eternal and the final 

invitation to the banquet in God’s kingdom. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P Gathered in the forgiving love of Christ and assured that our heavenly Father hears 

our petitions, we say with hopeful hearts and voices: 

C Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 



     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
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Text: A Selection of Hymns, 1787, London, alt. 

Tune: Genuine Church Music, 1832, Winchester 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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