
As We Gather 

God’s creation is filled with amazing creatures, some of which dedicate their lives to 

making peoples’ lives fuller and better. Since 1942, the Guide Dogs for the Blind 

association has graduated more than 16,000 person and dog teams from its training 

programs. The canine guides assist their human teammates each day of their lives 

together. The guidance they give is expert and dependable. Good guidance in every 

stage of life is essential! Throughout Scripture, our Lord promises His presence and His 

divine guidance to sustain and direct His people. Paul summed up that blessed 

relationship very simply: “So then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the 

Lord’s” (Romans 14:8). Seeking the Lord’s guidance and responding to His promptings 

brings blessing to our lives!  

 

750 If Thou But Trust in God to Guide Thee LSB 750 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 

Text and tune: Georg Neumark, 1621–81 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 



Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Exhortation LSB 151 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

Confession of Sins LSB 151 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 

and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole 

heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your 

will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

Absolution LSB 151 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 

authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 

T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Introit Psalm 143:1–2; antiphon: v. 9 

Deliver me from my enemies, O LORD! 

 I have fled to you for refuge! 

Hear my prayer, O LORD; give ear to my pleas for mercy! 

 In your faithfulness answer me, in your righteousness! 

Enter not into judgment with your servant, 

 for no one living is righteous before you. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Deliver me from my enemies, O LORD! 

 I have fled to you for refuge! 

 



Kyrie LSB 152 

A In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for 

the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray 

to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

This Is the Feast LSB 155 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Let us pray. 

O God, our refuge and strength, the author of all godliness, hear the devout prayers 

of Your Church, especially in times of persecution, and grant that what we ask in 

faith we may obtain; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

C Amen. 

 

Old Testament Reading Genesis 50:15–21 

 15When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “It may be that 

Joseph will hate us and pay us back for all the evil that we did to him.” 16So they sent a 

message to Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this command before he died, 17‘Say to 

Joseph, Please forgive the transgression of your brothers and their sin, because they did 

evil to you.’ And now, please forgive the transgression of the servants of the God of 

your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18His brothers also came and fell 

down before him and said, “Behold, we are your servants.” 19But Joseph said to them, 

“Do not fear, for am I in the place of God? 20As for you, you meant evil against me, but 



God meant it for good, to bring it about that many people should be kept alive, as they 

are today. 21So do not fear; I will provide for you and your little ones.” Thus he 

comforted them and spoke kindly to them. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Epistle Romans 14:1–12 

 1As for the one who is weak in faith, welcome him, but not to quarrel over opinions. 
2One person believes he may eat anything, while the weak person eats only vegetables. 
3Let not the one who eats despise the one who abstains, and let not the one who abstains 

pass judgment on the one who eats, for God has welcomed him. 4Who are you to pass 

judgment on the servant of another? It is before his own master that he stands or falls. 

And he will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make him stand. 

 5One person esteems one day as better than another, while another esteems all days 

alike. Each one should be fully convinced in his own mind. 6The one who observes the 

day, observes it in honor of the Lord. The one who eats, eats in honor of the Lord, since 

he gives thanks to God, while the one who abstains, abstains in honor of the Lord and 

gives thanks to God. 7For none of us lives to himself, and none of us dies to himself. 8If 

we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord. So then, whether we live 

or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. 9For to this end Christ died and lived again, that 

he might be Lord both of the dead and of the living. 

 10Why do you pass judgment on your brother? Or you, why do you despise your 

brother? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God; 11for it is written, 

“As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, 

 and every tongue shall confess to God.” 

12So then each of us will give an account of himself to God. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Alleluia and Verse LSB 156 

 

 
 



Holy Gospel Matthew 18:21–35 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eighteenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

 21Peter came up and said to [Jesus], “Lord, how often will my brother sin against me, 

and I forgive him? As many as seven times?” 22Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you 

seven times, but seventy times seven. 

 23“Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle 

accounts with his servants. 24When he began to settle, one was brought to him who 

owed him ten thousand talents. 25And since he could not pay, his master ordered him to 

be sold, with his wife and children and all that he had, and payment to be made. 26So the 

servant fell on his knees, imploring him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you 

everything.’ 27And out of pity for him, the master of that servant released him and 

forgave him the debt. 28But when that same servant went out, he found one of his fellow 

servants who owed him a hundred denarii, and seizing him, he began to choke him, 

saying, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29So his fellow servant fell down and pleaded with him, 

‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30He refused and went and put him in 

prison until he should pay the debt. 31When his fellow servants saw what had taken 

place, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their master all that 

had taken place. 32Then his master summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked 

servant! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33And should not you 

have had mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?’ 34And in anger his 

master delivered him to the jailers, until he should pay all his debt. 35So also my 

heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother from 

your heart.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

501 Come Down, O Love Divine LSB 501 

 



 

 

 
Text: Bianco da Siena, c. 1350–1434; tr. Richard F. Littledale, 1833–90 

Tune: Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872–1958 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon 

 

Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 



     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Church 

P As dear children ask their dear father, let us bring to the Lord our prayers this day, 

knowing that He will hear us and respond to our petitions. Confidently we come to 

our Father in heaven: 

 

Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P As citizens of our blessed land, we pray for the world in which we live and for the 

leaders of every nation as well as of our own, that peace may prevail around the 

globe and that we may live without fear in our times. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P In this season of growth, we pray for the Church, that it may grow and flourish 

even in those places where persecution for our Lord’s sake is known. Grant that 

there be unhindered access to the Table of the Lord in every land. Lord, in Your 

mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P Gathered in heart and mind, we pray for those in need of our special petitions, 

including those distanced from this fellowship today, and including those dealing 

with illness and the homebound. We also remember those who grieve this day and 

those with special needs, including those named in the bulletin and in our hearts. 



According to Your good and gracious will, bring strength to the weak, assurance to 

the fearful, and hope to those in peril. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P With thankfulness, we remember those whose earthly lives have been completed, 

including relatives, friends, and members of this household of faith and so many 

others. Grant that we be blessed by the memory of all who have fallen asleep in 

Jesus as in blessed hope we await the resurrection to life eternal and the final 

invitation to the banquet in God’s kingdom. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P Gathered in the forgiving love of Christ and assured that our heavenly Father hears 

our petitions, we say with hopeful hearts and voices: 

C Amen. 

 

Offering - We thank the Lord with the Offering 

 

Preface LSB 160 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

Proper Preface (Full) 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of 

heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and 

saying: 

 

Sanctus LSB 161 

 



 

 

 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those 

whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin 

and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us 

by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 

  

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to 

forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to 

eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us 

together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the 

marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive 

our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, 

and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 



For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 

He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 

this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, 

He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 

My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as 

you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Proclamation of Christ 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until 

He comes again. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

  

 

Pax Domini LSB 163 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei LSB 163 
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512 At the Name of Jesus LSB 512 

 

 

 

 
Text: Caroline M. Noel, 1817–77, alt. 

Tune: Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872–1958 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Thank the Lord LSB 164 

 



 

 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 

salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 

through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Benediction LSB 166 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

918 Guide Me, O Thou Great Redeemer LSB 918 

 



 

 

 

 
Text: William Williams, 1717–91, abr.; (st. 1): tr. Peter Williams, 1722–96, alt.; (sts. 2–3): tr. William Williams, 1717–91 

Tune: John Hughes, 1873–1932 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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