
Instructive Learning 

 

As We Gather 

A common focus for the month of September is education. In Great Britain, the school 

term for autumn traditionally begins on or near September 29, the day Christians 

traditionally celebrate St. Michael and All Angels. Our learning goes on throughout our 

lives. A Sunday School song by American hymnwriter Fanny J. Crosby, who lived from 

1820 to 1915, begins, “Let me learn of Jesus; He is kind to me; once He died to save 

me, nailed upon the tree.” Learning the greatness of our God and growing in our 

understanding of the amazing plan for our salvation is our duty and delight in every 

season of our earthly life. And it does not stop then. The German hymnwriter Johann 

Mentzer, who lived in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, shares a special vision 

of heaven as he concludes the text of “Oh, That I Had a Thousand Voices” with a view 

of eternal education, expressing the faithful hope one day that he will “learn with choirs 

of heaven to sing eternal anthems to my King” (LSB 811:5). May our learning and our 

singing both be blessed! 

 

811 Oh, That I Had a Thousand Voices LSB 811 

 

 

 



 
Text: Johann Mentzer, 1658–1734; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt. 

Tune: Johann Balthasar König, 1691–1758 

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001439 

Tune: Public domain 

 

Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Opening Sentences Psalm 67:1–5, 7 

P May God be gracious to us and bless us and make His face to shine upon us, 

C that Your way may be known on earth, Your saving power among all nations. 

  

P Let the peoples praise You, O God; let all the peoples praise You! 

C Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, for You judge the peoples with equity 

and guide the nations upon earth. 

  

P Let the peoples praise You, O God; let all the peoples praise You! 

C God shall bless us; let all the ends of the earth fear Him! 

 

Confession and Absolution 

P It is good and right that we should make confession of our sins and hear the words 

of absolution that assure us of God’s forgiveness. The section on “Confession” in 

the Small Catechism written by Dr. Martin Luther instructs and directs us with 

these words: 

  

C Confession has two parts. First, that we confess our sins, and second, that we 

receive absolution, that is, forgiveness, from the pastor as from God Himself, 

not doubting, but firmly believing that by it our sins are forgiven before God 

in heaven. 

  

P Humble yourselves then before God, confess your sins to Him, and implore His 

forgiveness. 

  



C O almighty God, merciful Father, I, a troubled and penitent sinner, confess to 

You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly 

deserved Your present and eternal punishment. By nature I am a sinful 

creature. By thought, word, and deed I have continually transgressed Your 

law. For the sake of the sufferings and death of Your Son, Jesus Christ, be 

gracious and merciful to me, a penitent and contrite being. Forgive me all my 

sins and grant me the power of Your Holy Spirit that I may amend my sinful 

life. 

  

P God be gracious to you and strengthen your faith. 

C Amen. 

  

P As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive 

you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

  

P Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely and may your lives 

reflect His forgiveness. Be at peace! 

C Amen. 

 

Introit Psalm 116:12–13, 15–16; antiphon: v. 17 

I will offer to you the sacrifice of thanksgiving 

 and call on the name of the LORD. 

What shall I render to the LORD 

 for all his benefits to me? 

I will lift up the cup of salvation 

 and call on the name of the LORD. 

Precious in the sight of the LORD 

 is the death of his saints. 

O LORD, I am your servant; 

 I am your servant, the son of your maidservant. You have loosed my bonds. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

I will offer to you the sacrifice of thanksgiving 

 and call on the name of the LORD. 

 

Kyrie LSB 186 

C Lord, have mercy upon us. 



Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

O Guiding God 

 

 

 
Text: Gregory J. Wismar 

Tune: Frederick G. Baker, 1839–1919 

Text: © 2023 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: Creative Worship License no. 110001439 

Tune: Public domain 

 

Salutation 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

P Let us pray. 

Lord God, heavenly Father, since we cannot stand before You relying on anything 

we have done, help us trust in Your abiding presence and care that confidently we 

may live according to Your Word, learning of You at all times and ever growing in 

Your grace and mercy; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 55:6–9 

6“Seek the LORD while he may be found; 

 call upon him while he is near; 



7let the wicked forsake his way, 

 and the unrighteous man his thoughts; 

let him return to the LORD, that he may have compassion on him, 

 and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 
8For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 

 neither are your ways my ways, declares the LORD. 
9For as the heavens are higher than the earth, 

 so are my ways higher than your ways 

 and my thoughts than your thoughts.” 

  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Epistle Philippians 1:12–14, 19–30 

 12I want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me has really served to 

advance the gospel, 13so that it has become known throughout the whole imperial guard 

and to all the rest that my imprisonment is for Christ. 14And most of the brothers, having 

become confident in the Lord by my imprisonment, are much more bold to speak the 

word without fear. . . . 

 19for I know that through your prayers and the help of the Spirit of Jesus Christ this 

will turn out for my deliverance, 20as it is my eager expectation and hope that I will not 

be at all ashamed, but that with full courage now as always Christ will be honored in my 

body, whether by life or by death. 21For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 22If I 

am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me. Yet which I shall choose I 

cannot tell. 23I am hard pressed between the two. My desire is to depart and be with 

Christ, for that is far better. 24But to remain in the flesh is more necessary on your 

account. 25Convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with you all, for 

your progress and joy in the faith, 26so that in me you may have ample cause to glory in 

Christ Jesus, because of my coming to you again. 

 27Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I 

come and see you or am absent, I may hear of you that you are standing firm in one 

spirit, with one mind striving side by side for the faith of the gospel, 28and not frightened 

in anything by your opponents. This is a clear sign to them of their destruction, but of 

your salvation, and that from God. 29For it has been granted to you that for the sake of 

Christ you should not only believe in him but also suffer for his sake, 30engaged in the 

same conflict that you saw I had and now hear that I still have. 

  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 



Gradual and Verse Psalm 34:9, 19 alt.; Ephesians 2:8 

P Fear the LORD, you His saints, for those who fear Him lack nothing! 

C Many are the afflictions of the righteous, but the LORD delivers him out of 

them all. 

  

P Alleluia. By grace you have been saved through faith. 

C And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God. Alleluia. 

 

Holy Gospel Matthew 20:1–16 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twentieth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

 1[Jesus said:] “The kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house who went out early 

in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2After agreeing with the laborers for a 

denarius a day, he sent them into his vineyard. 3And going out about the third hour he 

saw others standing idle in the marketplace, 4and to them he said, ‘You go into the 

vineyard too, and whatever is right I will give you.’ 5So they went. Going out again 

about the sixth hour and the ninth hour, he did the same. 6And about the eleventh hour 

he went out and found others standing. And he said to them, ‘Why do you stand here 

idle all day?’ 7They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You 

go into the vineyard too.’ 8And when evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to 

his foreman, ‘Call the laborers and pay them their wages, beginning with the last, up to 

the first.’ 9And when those hired about the eleventh hour came, each of them received a 

denarius. 10Now when those hired first came, they thought they would receive more, but 

each of them also received a denarius. 11And on receiving it they grumbled at the master 

of the house, 12saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal 

to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ 13But he replied to 

one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong. Did you not agree with me for a 

denarius? 14Take what belongs to you and go. I choose to give to this last worker as I 

give to you. 15Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or do 

you begrudge my generosity?’ 16So the last will be first, and the first last.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 



555 Salvation unto Us Has Come LSB 555 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Paul Speratus, 1484–1551; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt. 

Tune: Etlich Cristlich lider, 1524, Wittenberg 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon 

 

Apostles’ Creed Nicene Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 



     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Church 

P Friends in Christ, I urge you all to lift up your hearts to God and pray with me as 

Christ our Lord has taught us and freely promised to hear us. 

  

God, our Father in heaven, look with mercy on us, Your needy children on earth, 

and grant us grace that Your holy name be hallowed by us and all the world 

through the pure and true teaching of Your Word and the fervent love shown forth 

in our lives. Graciously turn from us all false doctrine and evil living whereby 

Your precious name is blasphemed and profaned. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P May Your kingdom come to us and expand. Bring all transgressors and those who 

are blinded and bound in the devil’s kingdom to know Jesus Christ, Your Son, by 

faith that the number of Christians may be increased. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Strengthen us by Your Spirit according to Your will, both in life and in death, in 

the midst of both good and evil things, that our own wills may be crucified daily 

and sacrificed to Your good and gracious will. Into Your merciful hands we 

commend [name(s)] and all who are in need, praying for them at all times: Thy 

will be done. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Grant us our daily bread, preserve us from greed and selfish cares, and help us trust 

in You to provide for all our needs. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 



P Forgive us our sins as we also forgive those who sin against us so that our hearts 

may be at peace and may rejoice in a good conscience before You, and that no sin 

may ever frighten or alarm us. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Lead us not into temptation, O Lord, but help us by Your Spirit to subdue our flesh, 

to turn from the world and its ways, and to overcome the devil with all his wiles. 

Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P And lastly, O heavenly Father, deliver us from all evil of both body and soul, now 

and forever. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P We trust, O Lord, in Your great mercy to hear and answer us; through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord. 

C Amen. 

  

 

Offering  - We Thank the Lord with The Offering 

 

Offertory LSB 192 

 

 

 

 

 
  

  



 

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

738 Lord of All Hopefulness LSB 738 

 

 



 

 
Text: Jan Struther, 1901–53 

Tune: Irish 

Text: © Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001439 

Tune: Public domain 
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