
Like New Born Babes 

 

As We Gather 

When Thomas finally met Jesus, alive again after Easter, he went from demanding proof 

to a personal confession of faith, “My Lord and my God.” It would have been a 

different story had the news been false. The rest of the Jerusalem congregation truly 

exhibited Easter faith when they became a welcoming community, one that shared with 

newcomers whatever they needed. The news was unbelievable, but so were the 

responses—in word and deed as faith saw the freeing truth: we need fear nothing, not 

even death. We have heard the news as well. How shall we respond? 
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Text: attr. Jean Tisserand, d. 1494; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 

Tune: Melchior Vulpius, c. 1570–1615 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 



Confession and Absolution 1 John 1:5:10; 2:1b–2 

P This is the message we have heard from Him and proclaim to you, that God is 

light, and in Him is no darkness at all. If we say we have fellowship with Him 

while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. 

C But if we walk in the light, as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one 

another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin. If we say we 

have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

  

P If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse 

us from all unrighteousness. If we say we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and 

His word is not in us. 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to 

everlasting life. Amen. 

  

P If anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. 

He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the 

whole world. Therefore as a called and ordained servant of Christ, I forgive you all 

your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

  

P Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

C He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
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Text: attr. Jean Tisserand, d. 1494; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 

Tune: Melchior Vulpius, c. 1570–1615 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Kyrie 

P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for 

the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray 

to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C Amen. 
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Text: Nicholas Martinez, 1917–72; tr. Fred Kaan, 1929–2009 

Tune: Pablo D. Sosa, 1933 

Text: © 1974 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001439 

Tune: © 1962 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001439 

 

Salutation 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, grant that we who have celebrated the Lord’s resurrection 

C may by Your grace confess in our life and conversation that Jesus is Lord and 

God; 

  

P through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Psalm Psalm 148 

P Praise the LORD! Praise the LORD from the heavens; praise Him in the heights! 

  

! Praise Him, all His angels; 

@ praise Him, all His hosts! 

  

! Praise Him, sun and moon, 

@ praise Him, all you shining stars! 

  

! Praise Him, you highest heavens, 

@ and you waters above the heavens! 

C Let them praise the name of the LORD! 



  

P For He commanded and they were created. 

C And He established them forever and ever; He gave a decree, and it shall not 

pass away. 

  

P Praise the LORD from the earth, you great sea creatures and all deeps, 

! fire and hail, snow and mist, 

@ stormy wind fulfilling His word! 

  

! Mountains and all hills, 

@ fruit trees and all cedars! 

  

! Beasts and all livestock, 

@ creeping things and flying birds! 

  

! Kings of the earth and all peoples, 

@ princes and all rulers of the earth! 

  

! Young men and maidens together, 

@ old men and children! 

  

P Let them praise the name of the LORD, for His name alone is exalted; His majesty 

is above earth and heaven. 

C He has raised up a horn for His people, praise for all His saints, for the people 

of Israel who are near to Him. Praise the LORD! 

 

First Reading Acts 4:32–35 

 32The full number of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one said 

that any of the things that belonged to him was his own, but they had everything in 

common. 33And with great power the apostles were giving their testimony to the 

resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. 34There was not a 

needy person among them, for as many as were owners of lands or houses sold them 

and brought the proceeds of what was sold 35and laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was 

distributed to each as any had need. 

  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Epistle 1 John 1:1—2:2 

 1That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with 

our eyes, which we looked upon and have touched with our hands, concerning the word 



of life— 2the life was made manifest, and we have seen it, and testify to it and proclaim 

to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and was made manifest to us— 3that 

which we have seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so that you too may have 

fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus 

Christ. 4And we are writing these things so that our joy may be complete. 

 5This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light, 

and in him is no darkness at all. 6If we say we have fellowship with him while we walk 

in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. 7But if we walk in the light, as he is in 

the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses 

us from all sin. 8If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in 

us. 9If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us 

from all unrighteousness. 10If we say we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his 

word is not in us. 

 1My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if 

anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. 2He is 

the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole 

world. 

  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Text: Paul Z. Strodach, 1876–1947, alt. 

Tune: Geistliche Kirchengesäng, 1623, Köln 

Text: © 1958 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001439 

Tune: Public domain 

 

Verse Romans 6:9; John 20:29b 

P Alleluia. We know that Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; 

death no longer has dominion over Him. 

C Alleluia. Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed. Alleluia. 

 

Holy Gospel John 20:19–31 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twentieth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

 19On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked where 

the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to 

them, “Peace be with you.” 20When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his 

side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, 

“Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.” 22And when 

he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If 

you forgive the sins of anyone, they are forgiven; if you withhold forgiveness from 

anyone, it is withheld.” 

 24Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus 

came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, 



“Unless I see in his hands the mark of the nails, and place my finger into the mark of the 

nails, and place my hand into his side, I will never believe.” 

 26Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. 

Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be 

with you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my hands; and put 

out your hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.” 28Thomas 

answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have you believed 

because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have 

believed.” 

 30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not 

written in this book; 31but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the 

Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name. 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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Text: Thomas H. Troeger, 1945 

Tune: Stephen R. Johnson, 1966 

Text: © 1984 Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001439 

Tune: © 2003 Stephen R. Johnson. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001439 

 

Sermon - Born Anew 

 



Creed Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Church Acts 4:34–35 

P We read again a portion of the First Reading: “There was not a needy person 

among them, for as many as were owners of lands or houses sold them and brought 

the proceeds of what was sold and laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed 

to each as any had need.” 

 



Let us also respond to God’s Word in song and prayer using the hymn “Lord, 

Whose Love through Humble Service” as a guide. 

 

P We pray for people who are homeless, hungry, captive, and in mourning. Surround 

them, heavenly Father, with people of faith in our risen Savior, brothers and sisters 

who will tend to them with compassion and love. We pray for those near and dear 

to us, [especially . . .]. Wherever Your plans include us, O Lord, 

C open our hearts and hands, voices and resources to share the difference Easter 

makes for all who trust in our risen Savior. 

 

P We pray for those who are rich and those who are poor, those who influence our 

nation and those who live unnoticed. O Holy Spirit, be among our brothers and 

sisters—those who have vast resources; all who make, administer, and judge our 

laws; and parents, teachers, and counselors—all who know Christ as their living 

Lord. 

C Give them courage and caring hearts so that through them Your will shall be 

done. 

 

P We pray for our congregation, its programs of outreach and growth, and all who 

worship here. Lord over all, be with us and enliven us to do Your will in Easter 

joy. 

C Give us strength to show forth the difference Easter makes for us. Guide and 

protect us, heavenly Father, that we may serve You and the people around us 

in the name of our risen Savior, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

Offering - Let us thank the Lord with the offering 
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Preface 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

Proper Preface 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God. And most especially 

are we bound to praise You on this day for the glorious resurrection of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, the very Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us and bore the sins of 

the world. By His dying He has destroyed death, and by His rising again He has 

restored to us everlasting life. Therefore with Mary Magdalene, Peter and John, 

and with all the witnesses of the resurrection, with angels and archangels, and with 

all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 

praising You and saying: 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You did not spare Your only Son 

but gave Him into death that we might have life. Though we cannot understand 

Your love or comprehend eternity, we lift our voices in thanksgiving and pray You 

to strengthen us through this Sacrament to serve as Your witnesses. 

C Use us, we pray, so that the people around us will see our faith in all Your 

gracious promises. 

  

P Gathered in Jesus’ name, we pray that You would forgive, renew, and strengthen 

us. Gather us with all who are faithful so that together we may join the marriage 

feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. To You alone, O Father, Son, 

and Holy Spirit, be glory, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 



     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 

He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 

this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, 

He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 

My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as 

you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Proclamation of Christ 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until 

He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

  

 

Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
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Distribution Music 
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Post-Communion Thanksgiving 

P Let us pray. 

We give You thanks, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 

Sacrament. 

C We pray that You would strengthen us by it to use each day to praise Your 

gracious name and pass Your love on to those whom we meet; 

  



P through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
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Text: Johann Lindemann, 1549–1631; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 

Tune: Giovanni Giacomo Gastoldi, c. 1556–c. 1622 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Dismissal 

P Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

C He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

  

P Go in peace as you serve our living Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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