The Celebration of Independence Day
July 6, 2025

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church
304 West Palatine Road
Prospect Heights, 1L 60070
(847) 537-4430

Email: ourredeemerluth@sbcglobal.net
Website: www.ourredeemerprospectheights.org

Pastor: Rev. Jeffery Leichman


about:blank
about:blank
http://www.ourredeemerprospectheights.org/

WELCOME TO OUR REDEEMER!

ORDER OF WORSHIP
To assist you in following the order of service today, use this worship folder as your guide.

To Guests and Visitors: We are glad that you have joined us this day for Worship. In order that
we may know who you are, and to thank you for joining us, please fill out the Visitor Card that
was handed to you by the Elder as you came in this morning. If you have a prayer you would like
included in the Prayer of the Church, please fill out a Prayer Request card which is located in
the pew rack. Both cards will be collected during the singing of the Hymn of the Day. We will
not ask you to stand up and identify yourself as a Visitor.

Concerning the Lord’s Supper: We believe every word of the Scriptures to be the very Word
of God. Accordingly, we follow the teachings in First Corinthians, chapter eleven, very carefully.
If you are not from a sister LCMS congregation, we ask that you please speak with the Pastor
prior to coming to the Altar. Grab his attention; he will come to you. The reason for this is that
we care about your well-being. Do you truly believe that Christ is present in His Body and His
Blood, under, and through the bread and wine? Do you believe that you must confess your sins
to the Lord after examining yourself before coming to the Lord’s Table? Do you believe that you
come empty handed, and are there to receive the gift of the Forgiveness of Sins, as Christ Himself
has said concerning His Holy Supper? Then God’s gifts are for God’s people, but Pastor needs to
know so you might receive this wonderful gift from God.

To our members: If you have a prayer to be included in the Prayer of the Church, please fill out
a Prayer Request card. The cards are collected during the singing of the Hymn of the Day. If
you need to update your information, please contact the church office.

Serving in Worship Today Serving next Sunday
Elder: Justin Burmeister Elder: Chuck Braun
Usher: Bob Hartmann Usher: Fred Vosecky
Music: Cheryl Gerson Music: Betty Schmoldt
Video: Jim Burmeister Video: Sue Perek
Lector: Sue Schroeder Lector: Stacey Hartmann

Altar Guild: Cindy Reschke Altar Guild: No Communion



Celebration of Independence Day

Prelude

Welcome to Our Redeemer Lutheran Church

Opening Hymn  “Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness” LSB 849
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1 Praise the One who breaks the dark - ness With a lib - er -
2 Praise the One who blessed the chil - dren With a strong, yet
3 Let us praise the Word In - car - nate, Christ, who suf - fered
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at - ing light; Praise the One who frees the pris - ’'ners,
gen-tle, word; Praise the One who droveout de - mons
in our place. Je - sus died and rose vic - to - rious
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Turn-ing blind-ness in - to sight. Praise the One who preached the

With the pierc - ing,

two-edged sword.

Praise the One

who brings cool

That we may know God by grace. Let us sing for joy and
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Gos - pel, Heal-ing ev - ’ry dread dis - ease, Calm-ing
wa - ter To the des - ert’s burn-ing sand; From this
glad - ness, See -ing what our God has done; Let wus
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storms, and feed-ing thou-sands With  the ver - y Bread of peace.
Well comes liv -ing wa - ter, Quench-ing thirst in ev - 'ry land.
praise the true Re-deem-er, Praise the One who makes us one.

Text: Rusty Edwards, 1955

Tune: The Sacred Harp, 1844, Philadelphia
Text: © 1987 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001439

Tune: Public domain

Invocation
P

Amen.

In the name of the Father and of the ~I~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.



Opening Sentences based on Psalm 51:15; 70:1

P} O Lord, open my lips,
and my mouth will declare Your praise.

Make haste, O God, to deliver me;
make haste to help me, O Lord.
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Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

(P} Praise to You, O Christ, King who comes to save us.

Confession and Absolution
(P) Let us confess our sins to God.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.

P} O Heavenly Father,

we confess that we are by nature sinful and alienated from You. We do
not always love You with our whole heart. We do not love our neighbors
as we ought. Forgive our failure to hear Your Word, our failure to
worship You regularly, and our failure to appreciate the great gifts of
forgiveness and freedom that You have given us in the church and in our
country. Forgive our neglect of praying regularly for the salvation of all
people. Make us strong witnesses in word and action to Your redeeming
love in and through Jesus Christ. Amen.

P) Almighty God, in His mercy, has given His Son to die for us and, for His
sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ and
by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the -} Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



Hymn  “Lift Every Voice and Sing” LSB 964
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1 Lift ev-’ry voice and sing Till earth and heav - en ring,
2 Ston-y the road we trod, Bit - ter the chas - t’ning rod
3 God of our wea - ry years, God of our si - lent tears,
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Ring with the har - mo - nies of lib - er - ty.
Felt in the days when  hope un - born had died;
Thou who hast brought us thus far on the way;
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Let our re-joic - ing rise  High as the lis - t'ning skies,
Yet with a stead - y beat, Have not our wea - ry feet
Thou who hast by Thy might Led wus in - to the light,
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Let it re - sound loud as the roll - ing sea.
Come to the place for which our par - ents sighed?
Keep us for - ev - er in the path, we  pray.
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Sing a song full of thefaith that the dark past has taught us;
We have come o - ver a way that with tears has been wa -tered;
Lest our feet stray from the plac - es, our God, where we met Thee;
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Sing a song full of the hope that the pres-ent has brought us;
We have come, tread-ing our path through the blood of the slaugh - tered,
Lest, our hearts drunk with the wine of  the world, we for - get  Thee;
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Fac - ing the ris - ing sun Of our new day be - gun,
Out from the gloom - y past, Till now we stand at last

Shad-owed be - neath Thy hand, May we for - ev - er stand,
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Let us march on till  vic - to - 1y 1S won.
Where the white gleam of our bright star 1s cast.
True to our God, true to our na - tive land.
Text: James Weldon Johnson, 1871-1938
Tune: J. Rosamond Johnson, 1873-1954
Text and tune: Public domain
Salutation

P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
(P} Let us pray.
Lord of heaven and earth, You have bestowed on us more than we ask or
desire. We thank You for the land in which we live and ask Your continued
blessings on it and on us.
And we ask You to guide and direct those whom we have elected so that
Your will shall be done in our midst and around the world;

P) through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Old Testament Reading 2 Chronicles 36:22-23

22Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of the LORD by the

mouth of Jeremiah might be fulfilled, the LORD stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king

of Persia, so that he made a proclamation throughout all his kingdom and also put

it in writing: #“Thus says Cyrus king of Persia, ‘The LORD, the God of heaven,

has given me all the kingdoms of the earth, and he has charged me to build him a

house at Jerusalem, which is in Judah. Whoever is among you of all his people,

may the LORD his God be with him. Let him go up.’”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle Philippians 4:10-13
191 rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at length you have revived your
concern for me. You were indeed concerned for me, but you had no opportunity.



INot that | am speaking of being in need, for | have learned in whatever situation
| am to be content. 121 know how to be brought low, and | know how to abound. In
any and every circumstance, | have learned the secret of facing plenty and hunger,
abundance and need. I can do all things through him who strengthens me.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Hymn - ""God of Our Fathers' (attached at end of bulletin)

Holy Gospel Luke 3:1-3
P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the third chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate being
governor of Judea, and Herod being tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother Philip
tetrarch of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene,
2during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John
the son of Zechariah in the wilderness. 3And he went into all the region around the
Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.

P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Hymn of the Day “O God, Our Help in Ages Past” LSB 733 sts. 1-6
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1 O God, our help in a-ges past, Our hope for years to come,
2 Un - der the shad-ow of Thy throne Thy saints have dwelt se - cure;

3 Be - fore the hills in or - der stood Or earth re-ceived her frame,
4 A  thou-sand a - ges in Thy sight Are like an eve-ning gone,
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Our shel - ter from the storm-y blast, And our e - ter - nal home:
Suf - fi - cient is Thine arm a-lone, And our de-fense is sure.
From ev - er - last - ing Thou art God, To end-less years the same.
Short as the watch that ends the night Be - fore the ris - ing sun.



5 Time, like an ever-rolling stream,
Soon bears us all away;
We fly forgotten as a dream
Dies at the op’ning day.

6 O God, our help in ages past,
Our hope for years to come,
Be Thou our guard while troubles last

And our eternal home!
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674—1748, alt.
Tune: William Croft, 1678-1727
Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon - Freedom!

Nicene Creed
I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds,

God of God, Light of Light,

very God of very God,

begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary

and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures

and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the
dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.



And | believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.

And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,

| acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and | look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life -}~ of the world to come. Amen.

Offering - Let us thank the Lord with the Offering

Hymn sung during Offering - ""God of Grace and God of Glory" LSB 850
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1 God of grace and God of glo - ry, On Your peo - ple
2 Lo, the hosts of e - wvil round us Scorn the Christ, as -
3 Cure Your chil - dren’s war - ring mad-ness; Bend our pride to
4 Save us from weak res - ig - na - tion To the e - vils
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pour Your pow’r; Crown Your an - cient Church’s sto - ry;
saill His ways! From the fears that long have bound us
Your con - trol; Shame our wan - ton, self - ish  glad-ness,
we de - plore; Let the gift of Your sal - va - tion
2 = —T | |
o> = 7 e . - k .
Q) [ ' [
Bring its bud to glo - rious flow’r. Grant us wis - dom,
Free our hearts to faith and praise. Grant us wis - dom,
Rich in things and poor in  soul. Grant us wis - dom,
Be our glo - ry ev - €er - more. Grant us wis - dom,
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grant us cour - age For the fac - ing of this
grant us cour - age For the liv - ing of  these
grant us cour - age Lest we miss Your king - dom’s
grant us cour - age, Serv. - ing You whom we a -
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hour, For the fac - ing of this  hour.
days, For the liv - ing of these days.
goal, Lest we miss Your  king - dom’s goal.
dore, Serv. - ing You whom we a - dore.

Text: Harry Emerson Fosdick, 1878-1969
Tune: John Hughes, 1873-1932
Text and tune: Public domain

Prayer of the Church
P) Inour secular society our constitution begins with this paragraph:

We the people of the United States, in order to form a more perfect union,
establish justice, insure domestic tranquility, provide for the common
defense, promote the general welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty to
ourselves and our posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution for the
United States of America.

Let us use it as a guide as we ask our heavenly Father’s continued care.
We, the people of the United States.

We recognize Your grace, O God, in creating us, calling us to faith, and
leading us totally by grace. We thank You for placing us within this

great land.

P} To form a more perfect union, establish justice.

We pray, Lord God, that You would raise up people dedicated to
working together for all people, serving them equally in the wisdom You
provide.

P} Insure domestic tranquility, provide for the common defense.

Lord Jesus, protect and guide those who serve in the armed forces and
those who keep the peace in our neighborhoods.

P} Promote the general welfare.

Bless, O Lord, all who run toward danger for the sake of others, those

who use their gifts for health and healing, and those who raise crops,
tend flocks, and distribute the gifts of this bountiful land for the good of
all.
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And secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and our posterity.

Help us, O Holy Spirit, to maintain all that You have given us so that our
children and children’s children may also give thanks to You with all
You so graciously provide.

These and any other things You would have us ask, gracious God, grant to us
for the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Proper Preface

(P)

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, having created all things, took on human flesh
and was born of the virgin Mary. For our sake He died on the cross and rose
from the dead to put an end to death, thus fulfilling Your will and gaining for
You a holy people. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore
praising You and saying:

Sanctus LSB 161
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Ho-ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow’r and might:
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Heav-en and earth are full of Your glo-ry. Ho - san-na. Ho -
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san-na. Ho - san - nainthe high-est. Bless-ed is He who
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high - est.
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Prayer of Thanksgiving
(P} Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those
whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear
our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation
accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood
on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to
forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us
faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own
testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate
with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which
has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You
alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as itis in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom



and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord
P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:
“Take, eat; this is My *I+ body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My +I- blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini
P} The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
Agnus Dei LSB 163
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Lamb of God, You take a-way the sin of the world; have
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mer-cy onus. Lamb of God,You take a-way the sin of the
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world; have mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, You take a-way the
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sin of the world; grant us peace.
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Organ music during the Distribution



Post-Communion Thanksgiving
P) Let us pray.

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through
this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Hymn of Thanksgiving -""God Is My Strong Salvation' (attached)

Benediction
(P} The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *I~ give you peace.

Amen.
Closing Hymn  “Lord of All Nations, Grant Me Grace” LSB 844
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1 Lord of all na - tions, grant me grace
2 Break down the wall that  would d - vide
3 For - give me, Lord, where I have erred
4 Give me  Thy cour -  age, Lord, to speak
5 With Thine own love may I be filled
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To love all peo - ple, ev Ty race;
Thy  chil - dren, Lord, on ev Iy side.
By love - less act and  thought less word.
When - ev - er strong op - press the weak.
And by Thy Ho - ly Spir it willed,
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And in each per -  son may I see
My neigh - bor’s  good let me pur - sue;
Make me to see the wrong I do
Should I my - self the vic tim be,
That all I touch, wher e’er I be,
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My kin - dred, loved, re - deemed by Thee.
Let Chris - tian love bind warm and true.
Will grieve my  wound - ed Lord a - new.
Help me for - give, re - mem - b’ring Thee.
May be di - vine - Iy touched by Thee.

Text: Olive Wise Spannaus, 1916-2018, alt.

Tune: Georg Joseph, 17th cent., adapt.

Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001439
Tune: Public domain

Announcements
Postlude
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