The Feast of the Holy Innocents
December 28, 2025

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church
304 West Palatine Road
Prospect Heights, IL 60070
(847) 537-4430

Email: ourredeemerluth@sbcglobal.net

Website: www.ourredeemerprospectheights.org

Pastor: Rev. Jeffery Leichman


about:blank
about:blank
http://www.ourredeemerprospectheights.org/

WELCOME TO OUR REDEEMER!
ORDER OF WORSHIP
To assist you in following the order of service today, use this worship folder as your guide.

To Guests and Visitors: We are glad that you have joined us this day for Worship. In order
that we may know who you are, and to thank you for joining us, please fill out the Visitor
Card that was handed to you by the Elder as you came in this morning. If you have a prayer
you would like included in the Prayer of the Church, please fill out a Prayer Request card
which is located in the pew rack. Both cards will be collected during the singing of the
Hymn of the Day. We will not ask you to stand up and identify yourself as a Visitor.

Concerning the Lord’s Supper: We believe every word of the Scriptures to be the very
Word of God. Accordingly, we follow the teachings in First Corinthians, chapter eleven,
very carefully. If you are not from a sister LCMS congregation, we ask that you please
speak with the Pastor prior to coming to the Altar. Grab his attention; he will come to you.
The reason for this is that we care about your well-being. Do you truly believe that Christ
is present in His Body and His Blood, under, and through the bread and wine? Do you
believe that you must confess your sins to the Lord after examining yourself before coming
to the Lord’s Table? Do you believe that you come empty handed, and are there to receive
the gift of the Forgiveness of Sins, as Christ Himself has said concerning His Holy Supper?
Then God’s gifts are for God’s people, but Pastor needs to know so you might receive this
wonderful gift from God.

To our members: If you have a prayer to be included in the Prayer of the Church, please
fill out a Prayer Request card. The cards are collected during the singing of the Hymn of
the Day. If you need to update your information, please contact the church office.

Serving in Worship Today Serving next Sunday (1/4)
Elder: Chuck Braun Elder: Ron Bach

Elder: XxXXXXXXXXXXXX Comm. Asst: Justin Burmeister
Usher: Danny Burmeister Usher: Bill Noll

Music: Cheryl Gerson Music: Cheryl Gerson

A/V: Jim Burmeister A/V: Jim Burmeister

Lector: Stacey Hartmann Lector: Sue Perek

Altar Guild: No Communion Altar Guild: Karen Braun



The Holy Innocents

Prelude

Welcome to Our Redeemer Lutheran Church (LCMS)

Opening Hymn “What Wondrous Love Is This” LSB 543
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1 What won-drous love is this, O my soul, O my soul! What
2 When 1 was sink - ing down, sink-ing down, sink-ing down, When
3 To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing; To
4 And when from death I'm free, I'll sing on, I'll sing on; And
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won-drous love 1is this, O my soul! What won-drous love is this That
I was sink - ing down, sink-ing down, When I  was sink-ing down Be -
God and to the Lamb I will sing; To God and to the Lamb, Who
when from death I'm free, I'll sing on. And when from death I'm free, I'll
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caused the Lord of  bliss To bear the dread-ful curse for my
neath God’s righ - teous frown, Christ laid a - side His crown for my
18 the great I AM, While mil-lions join the theme, 1 will
sing His love for me, And through e - ter - ni - ty TI'll sing
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soul, for my soul, To bear the dread-ful curse  for my soul!
soul, for my soul, Christ laid a - side His crown for my soul.
sing, I  will sing, While mil-lions join the theme, I will sing.
on, I'll sing on, And through e - ter - ni - ty I’ll sing on.

Text: A General Selection of . . . Hymns and Spiritual Songs, 1811, Lynchburg, alt.
Tune: Southern Harmony, 1835, New Haven
Text and tune: Public domain

Invocation
In the name of the Father and of the *I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

(P)

Amen.



Introit

[P) These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation.
They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the
Lamb.
In you, O LORD, do I take refuge; let me never be put to shame;
in your righteousness deliver me.
P] For you are my rock and my fortress;
and for your name’s sake you lead me and guide me.
Into your hand I commit my spirit;
you have redeemed me, O LORD, faithful God.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
(P) These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation.
They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the
Lamb.

Exhortation LSB 151
P) If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our

sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Confession of Sins LSB 151
P) Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.

We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly
deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so
that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of
Your holy name. Amen.



Absolution LSB 151
P) Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ,
and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the *I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Kyrie LSB 152
In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

P) For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

P) For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

P} For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us
pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

P) Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
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A - men.
Gloria in Excelsis LSB 154
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Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His peo - ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly king, al-might-y God and Fa - ther:
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We wor-ship You, we give You thanks, we praise You for Your glo-ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God:
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You take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on us.
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You are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther; re-ceive our prayer.
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For You a-lone are the Ho-ly One, You a-lone are the Lord,
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You a-lone are the Most High, Je-sus Christ, with the Ho-ly Spir-it,



o |
jﬁwjﬂu; ; = ~ |
in the glo - ry of God the Fa-ther A - men.

Salutation and Collect of the Day
P] The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

P] Let us pray.
Almighty God, the martyred innocents of Bethlehem showed forth Your
praise not by speaking but by dying. Put to death in us all that is in conflict
with Your will that our lives may bear witness to the faith we profess with
our lips; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Old Testament Reading Jeremiah 31:15-17

Thus says the LORD:

“A voice 1s heard in Ramah,
lamentation and bitter weeping.

Rachel is weeping for her children;
she refuses to be comforted for her children,
because they are no more.”

Thus says the LORD:
“Keep your voice from weeping,
and your eyes from tears,
for there is a reward for your work,
declares the LORD,
and they shall come back from the land of the enemy.
"There is hope for your future,
declares the LORD,
and your children shall come back to their own country.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

®



Epistle Revelation 14:1-5
'Then I looked, and behold, on Mount Zion stood the Lamb, and with him

144,000 who had his name and his Father’s name written on their foreheads. 2And
I heard a voice from heaven like the roar of many waters and like the sound of
loud thunder. The voice I heard was like the sound of harpists playing on their
harps, *and they were singing a new song before the throne and before the four
living creatures and before the elders. No one could learn that song except the
144,000 who had been redeemed from the earth. *It is these who have not defiled
themselves with women, for they are virgins. It is these who follow the Lamb
wherever he goes. These have been redeemed from mankind as firstfruits for God
and the Lamb, ®and in their mouth no lie was found, for they are blameless.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Alleluia and Verse LSB 156

#ﬁ—)—n : > —®

[ o WL PN
A3V -

Q) I
Al-le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
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words of e-ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.

Holy Gospel Matthew 2:13-18
P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the second chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

"When [the wise men] had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to
Joseph in a dream and said, “Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee to
Egypt, and remain there until I tell you, for Herod is about to search for the child,
to destroy him.” '*And he rose and took the child and his mother by night and
departed to Egypt *and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill
what the Lord had spoken by the prophet, “Out of Egypt I called my son.”

16Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, became
furious, and he sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem and in all that
region who were two years old or under, according to the time that he had



ascertained from the wise men. "Then was fulfilled what was spoken by the
prophet Jeremiah:

18«“A voice was heard in Ramah,
weeping and loud lamentation,
Rachel weeping for her children;
she refused to be comforted, because they are no more.”

P] This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Hymn of the Day Children of the Heavenly Father LSB 725
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1 Chil - dren of the  heav’'n-ly Fa - ther Safe - ly
2 God His own doth tend and nour - ish; In His
3 Nei - ther life nor death shall ev - er From the
4 Though He giv - eth or He tak - eth, God His
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n His bos - om gath - er; Nest-ling bird nor star in
ho - ly courts they flour -ish. From all e - wvil things He

Lord His chil-dren sev - er; Un - to them His grace He
chil - dren ne’er for - sak - eth; His the lov - ing  pur - pose
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heav - en Such a ref - uge e’er was giv - en.
spares them; In His might - vy arms He  bears them.
show - eth, And their sor - rows all He know - eth.
sole - ly To pre - serve them  pure and ho - ly.

Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, 1832-1903; tr. Ernst W. Olson, 1870-1958
Tune: Lofsanger och andeliga wisor, 1873, Sweden

Text: Public domain

Tune: Public domain

Sermon



Hymn “All Praise to Thee, for Thou, O King Divine” LSB 815
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1 All praise to Thee, for Thou, O King di - vine,
2 Thou cam’st to us in low - 1li - ness of  thought;
3  Let this  mind be in us which was in  Thee,
4  Where-fore, by God’s e - ter - nal pur-pose, Thou
5 Let ev - ‘ry tongue con-fess with one ac - cord,
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Didst yield the glo - ry that of right was  Thine,
By  Thee the out - cast and the poor were sought;
Who wast a ser - vant that we might be free,
Art high ex - alt - ed o’er all crea - tures  now,
In heav’n and  earth, that Je - sus Christ 1is Lord,
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That in our  dark - ened hearts  Thy grace might shine.
And by Thy death was God’s sal - va - tion wrought.
Hum-bling Thy - self to death on Cal - va - ry.
And giv’n the name to which all knees shall bow.
And God the Fa - ther be by all a - dored.
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Al - le - lu - ia!
Al - le - lu - ia!
Al - le - lu - 1a!
Al - le - lu - 1a!
Al - le - lu - ia!

Text: F. Bland Tucker, 1895-1984

Tune: Charles V. Stanford, 1852—-1924

Text: © The Church Pension Fund. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001439
Tune: Public domain

Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,



born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life "I~ everlasting. Amen.

Offering - Let us thank the Lord with the Offering

Offertory — “Splendor and Honor” LSB 950
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1 Splen - dor and hon - or, maj - es -ty and pow - er
2 Praised be the true Lamb, slain for our re-demp - tion,
3 To the Al - might - vy, throned in heav’'n-ly splen - dor,
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Are Yours, O Lord God, fount of ev - ’ry bless - ing,
By  whose self - of - f’ring we are made God’s peo - ple:
And to the Sav - 1or, Christ our Lamb and Shep - herd,
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For by Your bid -  ding was the whole cre -
A priest - ly king -  dom, from all tongues and
Be ad - o - ra - tion, praise, and glo - ry
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a - tion Called in - to be - ing.
na - tions, Called to God’s ser - vice.
giv. - en, Now and for - ev - er.



Text: Carl P. Daw, Jr., 1944

Tune: K. Lee Scott, 1950

Text: © 1990 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001439

Tune: © 1987 K. Lee Scott, admin. MorningStar Music Publishers. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001439

Prayer of the Church

[P] In peace, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

P] For fortitude in the face of martyrdom, that God would strengthen all who
suffer trials and danger because of their faith in Christ, preserve them from
evil, and comfort the families of all who die in His name, let us pray to the
Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

P) For the Church, that the Lord would raise up faithful pastors to serve in His
name and speak boldly the message of the cross; and that God would call
many to service in the Church here and throughout the world, let us pray to
the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

P) For the families of God’s people, that our homes may be blessed and our life
together sanctified by the life of Jesus, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

[P) For the protection of life from its natural beginning to its natural end; for the
special protection of the unborn, mothers with child, and the safekeeping of
mother and child during childbirth; and for the comfort of God’s grace to
those who suffer miscarriage or the death of a child, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

P) For our nation, that its rulers would be good and faithful, governing after
God’s good pleasure; and for its citizens, that having a right understanding of
God’s rule in this world, they would not be deceived to think earthly powers
will last forever, but have confidence in Him alone, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

P) For the sick, suffering, mourning and dying, that they would be restored by
God’s abundant grace and delivered from all their troubles, let us pray to the
Lord:

Lord, have mercy.



P) O Lord, grant that we may remain steadfast and immovable in faith, and that
we may endure to the day of Christ’s coming. Reunite us with those who
have gone before us and now rest from their labors, and grant that we may
live in Your eternal presence and sing Your praise without end; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,

Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Benediction LSB 166
(P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I+ give you peace.
Amen.



Closing Hymn “Jerusalem the Golden” LSB 672
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l1Je -rmu-sa-lem the gold - en, With mik and hon - ey blest—
2 With-in those walls of Zi - on Sounds forth the joy - ful song,
3 A -round the throne of Da - vid, The saints, from care re -leased,

A4 O sweet and bless-ed coun - try, The home of God’s e - lect!
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The prom -ise of sal - va - tion, The place of peace and rest—
As saints join with the an - gels And all the mar - tyr throng.
Raise loud their songs of tri - umph To cel - e - brate the feast.
O sweet and bless - ed coun - try That faith - ful hearts ex - pect!
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We know not, oh, we know not What joys a - wait us there:
The Prince is ev - er with them; The day - light is se - rene;
They sing to Christ their lead - er, Who con - quered in the fight,
In mer-cy, Je - sus, bring us To that e - ter-nal rest
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The ra-dian-cy of glo-ry, The bliss be-yond com -pare!
The «cit -y of the bless-ed Shines bright with glo - rious sheen.
Who won for them for - ev - er Their gleam-ing robes of white.
With You and God the Fa - ther And Spir - it, ev - er blest.

Text: Bernard of Cluny, 12th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-66, alt.
Tune: Alexander C. Ewing, 1830-95, alt.
Text and tune: Public domain

Announcements
Postlude
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