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Maundy Thursday
Remember Me

April 2, 2026

Opening Hymn    “Jesus, Refuge of the Weary” hymn # 423
     

Call to Worship

P: O God, we know of our transgressions, and our sin is always before us.
C: Without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins.

P: Against You, and You alone, have we sinned, and what is evil in Your sight.
C: Without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins.

P: All we, like sheep, have gone astray; we have all turned to our own way.
C: Without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins.

P: All of us have become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous acts are
as filthy rags.

C: Without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins.

P: We know that we were ransomed from our vanity not with gold or silver, or
other perishable filth, but with the Holy, Sacred, Innocent Blood of Christ.

C: In Christ we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our
sins, according to the riches of His grace which He has lavished upon us.
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Hymn “Lamb of God, Pure and Holy” hymn # 434

Confession and Absolution

P: Brothers and sisters in Christ, we gather on this night of nights on which the
Lord gave to His Holy Supper. Let us humbly draw near to the Lord to
remember what He has done for us, and to receive what He gives to us by His
Word, both written, and in and under the Bread and Wine.  """  Our help is
in the Name of the Lord,

C: who made heaven and earth.

P: I said, I will confess my transgressions to the Lord,
C: and You forgave the guilt of my sin.

P: With humble hearts, let us pray to our Father:
All: We confess that we have sinned against You. Some of our sins we know –

the thoughts and words and deeds of which we are ashamed – but most of
our transgressions are known only to You. Surely we were sinful from
birth. In the Name of Jesus Christ, we beg Your forgiveness. Deliver and
restore us, that we may rest securely in You. Amen.

P: Our Heavenly Father has had mercy upon us children of men, and has given
His only-begotten Son to die for us, and for His sake forgive us all of our sins.
I, therefore, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, at the command, and
in the stead of my Lord Jesus Christ, forgive you all of your sins, in the Name
of the Father, and of the Z Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

All: Amen.

Hymn   “My Song Is Love Unknown” hymn # 430

Responsive Verses
     

P: Life is in the Blood. So has it been since the beginning. Innocent blood spilled
calls forth to God for vengeance. Cain slew his brother Abel.

C: “What have you done? The voice of your brother’s blood cries out to me
from the ground!”
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P: Of the flesh of beasts, God has forbidden that we should eat the blood.
C: “You shall not eat flesh with its life, that is, its blood.”
      

P: So important is this that God teaches this many times in His Word.
C: “Whoever eats the blood, that person shall be cut off from my people.”

P: When the children of Israel were being led out from the land of Egypt, they
were protected from the death of the first-born by the blood of an unblemished
male lamb washed upon the doors and windows of their homes.

C: “The blood shall be sign to you, upon the houses where you are; and when
I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague shall fall upon you to
destroy you, when I smite the land of Egypt.”

P: Blood was used in the sacrifices to the Lord in the Wilderness.
C: The blood of the bull was sprinkled on the mercy seat, and on the horns of

the Altar, to make payment for the sins of the people. Its blood, that is, its
life, was a substitute for the death due to the one who brought the
sacrifice.

P: In the letter to the Hebrews we are taught of the use of blood for reconciliation
of God with Man.

C: “Indeed, under the Law, almost all is purified by blood, and without the
shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins.”

P: Blood is still the essence of life. As it was, is now, and it always shall be so.
The flesh without blood is only meat.

C: We do not have the history of the Hebrew people who understood that life
is in the blood. Yet, our Lord Jesus, the Christ, makes it tantamount for
us to trust in this truth.

P: The guilt of sin demands payment in blood. Jesus had no sin, yet gave His
blood. The sinless died in place of the sinful.

C: His life, His blood, was a substitute for the death due to us.

P: Even Judas Iscariot knew what he had done.
C: “I have sinned in betraying innocent blood!”
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P: Pilate did not want to give Jesus up to be crucified.
C: “I am innocent of this man’s blood. See to it yourselves!”

P: And yet, Jesus was crucified. The sacred blood of Jesus, the life of God,
poured from His pierced side to the earth from the lance of the Roman soldier,
and made clean what we had made unclean.

C: “In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of all of
our trespasses, according to the riches of His grace.”  “In Christ Jesus, you
who were once far off have been brought near to the throne of grace in the
blood of Christ.”

P: Jesus, knowing of what was to come, at the Passover Supper He celebrated
with His Disciples, gave to them the Cup of His Testament.

C: “Drink of it, all of you. This is my blood of the New Covenant, poured out
for the Many for the forgiveness of sins.”

P: Because the life is in the blood, Jesus bids us to drink of His blood, that His
life would be ours.

C: We are given the very blood of God to satisfy the thirst of our souls.

P: This gift from God brings new life and revived faith to all who trust in the
Word of the Lord Jesus. It truly is the blood of Christ for strength to live.

C: “Those who eat My flesh and drink My blood abide in Me, and I in them.”
     

Prayer of the Day
     

P: Let us pray.   """  O Lord, in this wondrous Holy Supper You have left us a
true gift of Your Passion. Grant that we may so receive the sacred mystery of
Your body and blood that the fruits of Your redemption may continually be
manifest in us; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

All: Amen.

The First Reading is from Exodus, the 24  chapter:th

And Moses came and told the people all the words of the LORD, and all the
judgments: and all the people answered with one voice, and said, All the words which
the LORD hath said will we do. And Moses wrote all the words of the LORD, and
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rose up early in the morning, and builded an altar under the hill, and twelve pillars,
according to the twelve tribes of Israel. And he sent young men of the children of
Israel, which offered burnt offerings, and sacrificed peace offerings of oxen unto the
LORD. And Moses took half of the blood, and put it in basins; and half of the blood
he sprinkled on the altar. And he took the book of the covenant, and read in the
audience of the people: and they said, All that the LORD hath said will we do, and
be obedient. And Moses took the blood, and sprinkled it on the people, and said,
Behold the blood of the covenant, which the LORD hath made with you concerning
all these words. Then went up Moses, and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of
the elders of Israel: And they saw the God of Israel: and there was under his feet as
it were a paved work of a sapphire stone, and as it were the body of heaven in his
clearness. And upon the nobles of the children of Israel he laid not his hand: also they
saw God, and did eat and drink.

(Exodus 24:3–11)

Responsive Psalmody – from Psalm 116: 12-19
     

P: What shall I render unto the LORD for all his benefits toward me?
C: I will take the cup of salvation, and call upon the name of the LORD.

P: I will pay my vows unto the LORD now in the presence of all his people.
C: Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death of his saints.

P: O LORD, truly I am thy servant; I am thy servant, and the son of thine
handmaid: thou hast loosed my bonds.

C: I will offer to thee the sacrifice of thanksgiving, and will call upon the
name of the LORD.

P: I will pay my vows unto the LORD now in the presence of all his people,
C: In the courts of the LORD'S house, in the midst of thee, O Jerusalem.

Praise ye the LORD.

All: Amen.

The Second Reading is from Hebrews, the 9  chapter:th

But Christ being come an high priest of good things to come, by a greater and more
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perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of this building; Neither
by the blood of goats and calves, but by his own blood he entered in once into the
holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for us. For if the blood of bulls and
of goats, and the ashes of an heifer sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth to the purifying
of the flesh: How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit
offered himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve
the living God? And for this cause he is the mediator of the new testament, that by
means of death, for the redemption of the transgressions that were under the first
testament, they which are called might receive the promise of eternal inheritance. For
where a testament is, there must also of necessity be the death of the testator. For a
testament is of force after men are dead: otherwise it is of no strength at all while the
testator liveth. Whereupon neither the first testament was dedicated without blood.
For when Moses had spoken every precept to all the people according to the law, he
took the blood of calves and of goats, with water, and scarlet wool, and hyssop, and
sprinkled both the book, and all the people, Saying, This is the blood of the testament
which God hath enjoined unto you. Moreover he sprinkled with blood both the
tabernacle, and all the vessels of the ministry. And almost all things are by the law
purged with blood; and without shedding of blood is no remission.

(Hebrews 9:11–22)

P: Since we have confidence to enter the sanctuary by the Blood of Jesus, let us
hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised
is faithful in all His Word.

C: Bring to God’s Throne an offering that shows forth your love for Him.

The Holy Gospel is from Saint Matthew, the 26  chapter:th

     

Now the first day of the feast of unleavened bread the disciples came to Jesus, saying
unto him, Where wilt thou that we prepare for thee to eat the Passover? And he said,
Go into the city to such a man, and say unto him, The Master saith, My time is at
hand; I will keep the Passover at thy house with my disciples. And the disciples did
as Jesus had appointed them; and they made ready the Passover. Now when the even
was come, he sat down with the twelve. And as they did eat, he said, Verily I say unto
you, that one of you shall betray me. And they were exceeding sorrowful, and began
every one of them to say unto him, Lord, is it I? And he answered and said, He that
dippeth his hand with me in the dish, the same shall betray me. The Son of man goeth
as it is written of him: but woe unto that man by whom the Son of man is betrayed!
it had been good for that man if he had not been born. Then Judas, which betrayed
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him, answered and said, Master, is it I? He said unto him, Thou hast said. And as they
were eating, Jesus took bread, and blessed it, and brake it, and gave it to the disciples,
and said, Take, eat; this is my body. And he took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave
it to them, saying, Drink ye all of it; For this is my blood of the new testament, which
is shed for many for the remission of sins. But I say unto you, I will not drink
henceforth of this fruit of the vine, until that day when I drink it new with you in my
Father's kingdom. And when they had sung an hymn, they went out into the mount
of Olives.

(St Matthew 26:17–30)

Hymn     “Jesus, I Will Ponder Now” hymn # 440
     

Homily            Remember Me
     

The Offering    –    Let us thank the Lord with the offering
 

Prayers of the Church

P: Let us pray.  """  For all the nations of the world, that all the people might be
washed clean by the Blood of the Lamb, let us pray:

C: Lord, have mercy.

P: For Your body, the church, those who have been washed in the Sacred Blood,
that they live in humility, and show forth mercy and life to those who are
perishing, let us pray:

C: Lord, have mercy.

P: For our congregation, that being renewed by the Body and Blood of the Lamb
we may have strength to persevere through all tribulation, let us pray:

C: Lord, have mercy.

P: For the spiritually sick, that they repent of their sins, and thereby receive Your
Holy Supper for life, and not become guilty of Your blood, let us pray:

C: Lord, have mercy.

P: Into your hands, O Lord, we entrust all for whom we pray, trusting in your
mercy, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

All: Amen.
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The Lord’s Holy Supper

Preface

P: The Lord be with you.       [2 Timothy 4:22]
C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.      [Colossians 3:1]
C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.           [Psalm 136]
C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Proper Preface

P: It is truly mete, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks to You, Holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God. In ancient
times You passed over Your children, Israel, sparing them because of the blood
that was shed. Your Son, Jesus Christ, is the One True Passover Lamb, whose
blood sets us free from death. Free us to receive what You alone can give.
Open our hearts to praise Your Holy Name in this Holy Feast. With angels and
archangels, and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

The Sanctus    ~    [page 161 in the front part of the hymnal]

The Blessing

P: Blessed are You, Lord of Heaven and Earth, for You have had mercy upon
those whom You have created, and sent Your Only-Begotten Son into our
Flesh to be our Savior. With repentance joy, we received the salvation
accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His Body and His Blood on
His Cross.

Gathered in the Name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to
forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us
faithfully to eat His Body and drink His Blood as He bids us do in His own
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testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate
with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has
no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone,
O Father, be all glory, honor, and praise, with the Son, and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

The Word of Institution

The Pax   ~   Sharing of the Peace

P: The Peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: Amen.

The Agnus Dei   ~    [page 163 in the front part of the hymnal]

Distribution in Silence

Post-Communion Prayer

P: Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the feast
to come in the Holy Supper of Your Son’s Body and Blood.  Keep us firm in
the true faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of His coming,
we may, together with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb
in His kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

Hymn “A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth” hymn # 438

Stripping of the Altar

Psalm 22 recited by Lector during the Stripping of the Altar

Depart in Silence
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