
Christmas Eve  
  December 24, 2025 

 

 

 

 

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church 

304 West Palatine Road 

Prospect Heights, IL 60070 

(847) 537-4430 

 

 

Email: ourredeemerluth@sbcglobal.net 

Website: www.ourredeemerprospectheights.org 

 

 

 

 

Pastor:  Rev. Jeffery Leichman 

                                        

about:blank
about:blank
http://www.ourredeemerprospectheights.org/


WELCOME TO OUR REDEEMER! 

 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 

To assist you in following the order of service today, use this worship folder as your guide. 

 

To Guests and Visitors: We are glad that you have joined us this day for Worship. In 

order that we may know who you are, and to thank you for joining us, please fill out the 

Visitor Card that was handed to you by the Elder as you came in this morning. If you 

have a prayer you would like included in the Prayer of the Church, please fill out a Prayer 

Request card which is located in the pew rack. Both cards will be collected during the 

singing of the Hymn of the Day. We will not ask you to stand up and identify yourself as 

a Visitor. 

 

Concerning the Lord’s Supper: We believe every word of the Scriptures to be the very 

Word of God. Accordingly, we follow the teachings in First Corinthians, chapter eleven, 

very carefully. If you are not from a sister LCMS congregation, we ask that you please 

speak with the Pastor prior to coming to the Altar. Grab his attention; he will come to you. 

The reason for this is that we care about your well-being. Do you truly believe that Christ 

is present in His Body and His Blood, under, and through the bread and wine? Do you 

believe that you must confess your sins to the Lord after examining yourself before 

coming to the Lord’s Table? Do you believe that you come empty handed, and are there 

to receive the gift of the Forgiveness of Sins, as Christ Himself has said concerning His 

Holy Supper? Then God’s gifts are for God’s people, but Pastor needs to know so you 

might receive this wonderful gift from God. 

 

To our members: If you have a prayer to be included in the Prayer of the Church, please 

fill out a Prayer Request card. The cards are collected during the singing of the Hymn of 

the Day. If you need to update your information, please contact the church office. 

 
Serving in Worship Today                                 Choral Ensemble  

Elder: Justin Burmeister                                     Cheryl Gerson 

Lector: Jim Burmeister                                       Pat Bach 

   Usher: Bill Noll                                                  Chuck Braun 

Music: Cheryl Gerson                     Traudy Burmeister 

A/V: Carol Nusko                                               Sue Schroeder 

Altar Guild: Karen Braun                                   Kathryn Stsets 

 



Behold The Child! 
Christmas Eve 2025 

 

Prelude 

 

Welcome to Our Redeemer Lutheran Church (LCMS) 

 

Invocation 
 

P: In the Name of the Father, and of the ✜ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 

P: On this Holy Night, we come to behold the Child, born of Mary. 

C: We come to see the Savior, who is the Son of God. 
 

Hymn                                 Oh, Come, All Ye Faithful                              LSB 379 
 

Oh, come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, 

Oh, come ye, oh, come ye, to Bethlehem. 

Come and behold him, born the King of angels; 

Oh, come, let us adore him, oh, come, let us adore him, 

Oh, come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 
 

P: On this holy night, Mary and Joseph welcomed the Christ Child. 

C: We come to welcome the One who was born to show us God’s love.  

  

Highest, most holy, light of light eternal,  

Born of a virgin, a mortal he comes! 

Son of the Father now in flesh appearing! 

Oh, come, let us adore him, oh, come, let us adore him, 

Oh, come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 

 

P: On this holy night, the shepherds and angels witnessed the wonder. 

C: We come to witness the blessings from above now revealed in Jesus.  

 

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation, 

Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 

Glory to God in the highest: 

Oh, come, let us adore him, oh, come, let us adore him, 

Oh, come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord.  



Confession and Absolution 
 

P: O Lord, as we marvel at the miracle of the birth of Baby Jesus, 

C: let us remember that his birth was necessary because we are born sinful and 

in need of  forgiveness. We confess to you and to one another our failure to be the 

kind, forgiving  servants you created us to be.  
 

[ A moment of silence for personal reflection ] 
 

P: Behold, I announce to you that the grace and mercy of the Christ Child is reborn 

in you this  night. Your sins are forgiven through the perfect love of the Son of God, 

who was born for your  salvation. 

C: Amen.  
 

Hymn                                 What Child is This                                          LSB 370 
 

What child is this, who, laid to rest, on Mary’s lap is sleeping, 

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet while shepherds watch are keeping? 

This, this is Christ the King, whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 

Haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mary! 

 

Why lies he in such mean estate where ox and ass are feeding? 

Good Christian, fear, for sinners here the silent Word is pleading. 

Nails, spear shall pierce him through, the Cross be borne for me, for you; 

        Hail, hail the Word Made Flesh, the babe, the son of Mary! 

 

So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh; come, peasant, king, to own him! 

The King of Kings salvation brings; let loving hearts enthrone him! 

Raise, raise the song on high! The virgin sings her lullaby. 

Joy! Joy! For Christ is born, the babe, the son of Mary! 
 

The Prayer of the Day 
 

P: Let us pray. 

 On this Christmas night we behold you in a manger, Lord, glowing with grace, 

welcomed by  angels and surrounded by the shepherds, Mary and Joseph. Help us to 

truly behold you for you  are the very Son of God in the flesh, come to save the whole 

world from sin, death and the  devil. Help us to put you at the center of our celebrations 

this night. Help us to enjoy the  company of others as we gather together to behold you 

and adore you this night in word and  song, gift-giving and saying grace around our 

dinner tables with family and friends. Remind us that we can behold you and your many 

blessings to us in our midst every day of our lives  because of this night when you came 

to be with us. 

C: Amen. 



The Old Testament Reading is taken from the Prophet Isaiah, the Ninth 

Chapter 
 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land of 

deep darkness, on them has light shone. You have multiplied the nation; you have 

increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as they are glad 

when they divide the spoil. For the yoke of his burden, and the staff for his shoulder, the 

rod of his oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. For every boot of the 

tramping warrior in battle tumult and every garment rolled in blood will be burned as 

fuel for the fire. For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall 

be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government and of peace 

there will be no end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to 

uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and forevermore. The 

zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 

          [ Isaiah 9:2-7 ] 

R: This is the Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

The Psalm Responsory              Psalm 96 

 

R: Sing to the Lord; bless His name.  

C: Tell of His salvation from day to day. 

R: Declare His glory among the nations,  

C: His marvelous works among all the peoples. 

R: For great is the Lord,  

C: and greatly to be praised. 

R: Splendor and majesty are before Him, 

C: strength and beauty are in His sanctuary. 

R: Sing to the Lord; bless His name.  

C: Tell of His salvation from day to day. 
 

The Epistle Reading is taken from the letter to Titus, the Second Chapter 
 

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, training us to 

renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and 

godly lives in the present age, waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of 

our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us to redeem us from all 

lawlessness and to purify for himself a people for his own possession who are zealous 

for good works. 

          [ Titus 2:11-14 ] 

R: This is the Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 



Hymn                                        Away In A Manger                                   LSB 364 
 

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, 

The little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head. 

The stars in the sky looked down where he lay, 

The little Lord Jesus, asleep on the hay. 

 

The cattle are lowing, the Baby awakes, 

But little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes; 

I love thee, Lord Jesus, look down from the sky 

And stay by my cradle till morning is nigh. 

 

Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask thee to stay 

Close by me forever, and love me, I pray; 

Bless all the dear children in thy tender care, 

And take us to heaven to live with thee there. 
 

The Holy Gospel is taken from Saint Luke, the Second Chapter 
 

And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus 

that all the world should be taxed. (And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was 

governor of Syria.) And all went to be taxed, every one into his own city. And Joseph 

also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of 

David, which is called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of David:) 

To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child. And so it was, that, 

while they were there, the days were accomplished that she should be delivered. And she 

brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a 

manger; because there was no room for them in the inn. And there were in the same 

country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. And, lo, 

the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about 

them: and they were sore afraid. And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I 

bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is born 

this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. And this shall be a sign 

unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. And 

suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and 

saying, Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men. And it 

came to pass, as the angels were gone away from them into heaven, the shepherds said 

one to another, Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come to 

pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us. And they came with haste, and found 

Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger. And when they had seen it, they made 

known abroad the saying which was told them concerning this child. And all they that 

heard it wondered at those things which were told them by the shepherds. But Mary kept 



all these things, and pondered them in her heart. And the shepherds returned, glorifying 

and praising God for all the things that they had heard and seen, as it was told unto them. 

          [ Saint Luke 2:1-20 ] 

 

Hymn                               Gentle Mary Laid Her Child                          LSB 374 
 

Gentle Mary laid her child 

Lowly in a manger; 

There He lay, the Undefiled, 

To the world a stranger. 

Such a babe in such a place, 

Can He be the Savior? 

Ask the saved of all the race 

Who have found His favor. 

 

Angels sang about His birth, 

Wise Men sought and found Him; 

Heaven's star shone brightly forth 

Glory all around Him. 

Shepherds saw the wondrous sight, 

Heard the angels singing; 

All the plains were lit that night, 

All the hills were ringing. 

 

Gentle Mary laid her child 

Lowly in a manger; 

He is still the Undefiled 

But no more a stranger. 

Son of God of humble birth, 

Beautiful the story; 

Praise His name in all the earth; 

Hail the King of glory! 

 

Sermon – Ohana is Family 

 

Confession of Faith – The Nicene Creed (inside back cover of hymnal) 
 

The Offering – Please, let us thank the Lord with the Offering 

  



Prayers of the Church 
 

P: Giver of God’s glory, shine upon us this night and fill us with the knowledge of 

your glory and glow within us with your grace and mercy as we live our lives to your 

glory. Christ Jesus, born  in a manger, 

C: bless us and be with us. 

 

P: Giver of God’s glory, we thank you for coming to dwell with us on this earth and 

live in human flesh so that we might live with you and the Father in the glory of heaven 

forever and ever. Christ Jesus, born in a manger, 

C: bless us and be with us. 

 

P: Giver of God’s glory, brighten the path of all those who are traveling during this 

Christmas  season and bring them safely to their destinations that they might enjoy the 

company of family and friends. Christ Jesus, born in a manger, 

C: bless us and be with us. 

 

P: Giver of God’s glory, brighten the lives of those who are sick, injured or mourning 

loss during  this time. Remind them that you have the power to dispel all darkness and 

because of you there is light at the end of the tunnel for all suffering in this life in the 

glorious life to come. Christ Jesus, born in a manger, 

C: bless us and be with us. 

 

P: Giver of God’s glory, fill our homes with your love as we gather together to 

glorify you with the giving of gifts and the sharing of stories and the eating of delicious 

meals. May our time together be an opportunity to grow closer to you and closer to one 

another. Christ Jesus, born in a manger, 

C: bless us and be with us. 

 

P: These and all other petitions we have on our hearts we entrust into your hands, 

asking for your grace, trusting in your mercy, through your glorious name. 

C: Amen. 
 

Celebration of the Lord’s Most Holy Supper 
 

Preface 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 

  



P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

Proper Preface 

P: It is truly mete, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to  You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord. Therefore  with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we 

laud and magnify Your  glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

The Sanctus                LSB 161 

 

The Thanksgiving               LSB 161 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

The Word of Institution 

 

Pax Domini 

 

Agnus Dei                                                                                                              LSB 163 

 

The Distribution 

                   Choral Anthem during the Distribution                 “Sleep, Child of Light” 

 

Post-Communion Blessing and Canticle 

 

P: Oh, give thanks to the Lord for He is good! 

C: And His Mercy endures forever! 

 

The Nunc Dimittis               LSB 165 

 

Post-Communion Collect 

 

The Benediction 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious unto you. 

 The Lord look upon you with favor and give you ✜ peace. 

C: Amen. 

 

Lighting of the Candles 
 

  



Closing Hymn                             Silent Night                                            LSB 363 
 

Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright 

Round yon virgin mother and child. Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 

Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 

 

Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight; 

Glories stream from heaven afar, heav’nly hosts sing Alleluia! 

Christ, the Saviour is born! Christ, the Saviour is born! 

 

Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light 

Radiant beams from thy holy face with the dawn of redeeming grace. 

Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 

 

Choir sings first verse in German 
 

Depart in Silence 
 

 

 

A Blessed Christmas to All! 
 

 

 

 

Thank you for the Poinsettias, placed to the Glory of God by: 

 

 
Chuck & Karen Braun The Blessings of family and the Gift of Jesus 

 

          Bob & Stacey Hartmann Happy Birthday Jesus! 

  

Bill Noll              In Honor of God’s fulfillment of  

His promise to us about the coming of our 

Savior 

          
 

The Perek Family                                              For the blessings received 

                                                    through the years from Christ’s love 

 

Sue & Gary Schroeder                                      Our Savior is born! 

                                                                             
 

 

FKMCC (21) 


