Our Redeemer Lutheran Church
Monthly News - December 2025

Merry Christmas, Indeed!

English - Merry Christmas; Afrikaans - ‘n Geseende Kersfees en ‘n voorspoedige Nuwejaar; Afrikander - Een Plesierige
Kerfees; Albanian - Gezuar Krishtlindje; Arabic - I’d MIILAD Said Oua Sana Saida; Armenian - Shenoraavor Nor Dari
yev Pari Gaghand; Azeri - Tezze Iliniz Yahsi Olsun; Basque - Zorionstsu Eguberri. Zoriontsu Urte Berri On; Bengali -
Bodo Din Shubh Lamona; Bohemian - Vesele Vanoce; Breton - Nedeleg laouen na bloavezh mat; Bulgarian - Tchestita
Koleda; Tchestito Rojdestvo Hristovo; Celtic - Nadolig Llawen a Blwyddyn Newydd Dda; Mandarin - Kung His Hsin
Nien bing Chu Shen Tan; Catonese - Gun Tso Sun Tan’Gung Haw Sun; Hong Kong - Kung Ho Hsin Hsi. Ching Chi Shen
Tan; Cornish - Nadelik looan na looan blethen noweth; Cree - Mitho Makosi Kesikansi; Croatian - Sretan Bozic; Czech
- Prejeme Vam Vesele Vanoce a stastny Novy Rok; Danish - Gladelig Jul; Dutch - Vrolijk Kerstfeest en een Gelukkig
Nieuwjaar!; Estonian - Roomsaid Joulu Puhi; Farsi - Cristmas-e-shoma mobarak bashad; Finnish - Hyvaa joulua; French
- Joyeux Noel; Frisian - Noflike Krystdagen en in protte Lok en Seine yn it Nije Jier!; German - Froehliche Weihnachten;
Greek - Kala Christouyenna!; Hawaiian - Mele Kalikimaka; Hebrew - Mo’adim Lesimkha. Chena tova; Hindi - Bada Din
Mubarak Ho; Hungarian - Kellemes Karacsonyi unnepeket; Icelandic - Gledileg Jol; Indonesian - Selamat Hari Natal;
Iraqi - Idah Saidan Wa Sanah Jadidah; Irish - Nollaig Shona Dhuit; Italian - Buone Feste Natalizie; Japanese - Shinnen
omedeto. Kurisumasu Omedeto; Kala - Khristougena kai Eftikhes to Neon Etos; Korean - Sung Tan Chuk Ha; Latvian -
Priecigus Ziemas Svetkus un Laimigu Jauno Gadu; Lettish - Priecigus Ziemassvetkus; Lithuanian - Linksmu Kaledu;
Manx - Nollick ghennal as blein vie noa; Maori - Meri Kirihimete; Marathi - Shub Naya Varsh; Navajo - Merry Keshmish;
Northern Sotho - Matlhatse le matlhogonolo mo ngwageng o moswa; Norwegian - God Jul Og Godt Nytt Aar;
Pennsylvania German - En frehlicher Grischtdaag un en hallich Nei Yaahr!; Papiamento - Bon Pasku i Felis Anja Nobo;
Polish - Wesolych Swiat Bozego Narodzenia; Portuguese - Feliz Natal; Rapa-Nui - Mata-Ki-Te-Rangi. Te-Pito-O-Te-
Henua; Romanian - Craciun Fericit; Russian - Pozdrevlyayu s prazdnikom Rozhdestva i s Novim Godom; Serbian -
Hristos se rodi; Slovakian - Sretan Bozic or Vesele vianoce; Samoan - La Maunia Le Kilisimasi Ma Le Tausaga Fou;
Scottish - Nollaig Chridheil agus Bliadhna Mhath Ur; Serbian - Hristos se rodi!; Singhalese - Subha nath thalak Vewa.
Subha Aluth Awrudhak Vewa; Slovak - Vesele Vianoce. A stastlivy Novy Rok; Slovene - Vesele Bozicne. Screcno Novo
Leto; Spanish - Feliz Navidad!; Swedish - God Jul!; Tagalog - Maligayamg Pasko. Masaganang Bagong Taon; Tamil -
Nathar Puthu Varuda Valthukkal; Thai - Sawadee Pee Mai; Turkish - Noeliniz Ve Yeni Yiliniz Kutlu Olsun; Ukrainian -
Srozhdestvom Kristovym; Urdu - Naya Saal Mubarak Ho; Vietnamese - Chung Mung Giang Sinh; Waray - Maupay nga
Pasko ngan Mainuswagon nga Bag-o nga Tu-ig; Welsh - Nadolig Llawen; Zulu - Nginifisela inhlanhla ne mpumelelo e
nyakeni.

Wow. Quite a list. Most are “Merry Christmas, and Happy New Year.” Some are just the “Merry Christmas,” or
some reasonable variation. In all those languages, though, save English, no one bothers with “Happy Holidays.” They either
celebrate the Birth of Jesus, or don’t bother at all. Why do we? I know, we’ve all heard the arguments about not saying
“Happy Holidays,” and most of us don’t. I suggest, however, that it’s pointless to say anything, maybe even insulting to
Jesus, to say anything other than Merry Christmas. To have taken the celebration of the coming of the Lord, and backing
away so as to not annoy the godless, was one of the first marks of where we are today in these United States — with a bunch
of people who want the privileges brought into the world by Christianity, without thanking the Bringer. We, however, are
a grateful people, the people of His Blood, and we say Thank You, and bless the world with: Merry Christmas.

God’s Peace to you all,

Rev. Jeffery H. Leichman



Voter’s Meeting: Sunday, December 14, in the parlor, following worship service

Food Pantry News: We are now in need of Medium sized boxes to pack the food
in. Due to last month’s Government shutdown, many people were unable to receive
SNAP benefits so our Food Pantry was attended by more people than in the past. We
were happy to offer frozen turkeys (from Amazon Fresh) in time for Thanksgiving, and
once again, Amazon Fresh has donated 25 more turkeys to offer this month. Many
thanks also go out to the Prospect Heights Police Dept. for their donation of food. As
more people are coming to our Food Pantry we always welcome anyone interested in
volunteering to pick and pack food on the 1%t or 3™ Wednesdays each month

from 3:30-5:30 (arrive by 3:15). Questions — see Stacey Hall or Jim/Traudy Burmeister

Adopt-a-Family Wheeling Township Holiday Program: Thank you to everyone who
donated towards this great program for needy families. With your contributions we
were able to give the Township 16... $50 gift cards to give to the families that qualified.
I’'m sure they will all be very grateful for your generosity this Christmas Season.

Sanctuary Decorating: Thank you to everyone who braved the ‘very snowy weather’
to help make our church festive for the Christmas Season. Greatly appreciated.

SONSHINE PRESCHOOL NEWS

Sonshine Annual Christmas Program — Thursday, December 18, 6:30pm: We
welcome everyone to watch as our ‘little ones’ tell the story of Jesus’ birthday through
actions and songs

Christmas Wreaths, etc.

Thank you to Our Redeemer members and Sonshine Preschool parents who
purchased items to help with this annual fundraiser. Once, again it was a very
successful fundraiser. We thank you for your support.

Upcoming Events — SAVE THE DATES

e Saturday, January 24, 10:00 a.m. — Noah'’s Ark Workshop Fundraiser

e Sunday, February 15, 3:00 p.m. - Sonshine Preschool/Our Redeemer Family
Day Fundraiser with the Chicago Wolves Hockey Team

e Saturday, February 28 — Annual Pasta Dinner/Auction/Student Performance
Fundraiser
We are just starting the pre-planning of our annual Spaghetti/Pasta
Dinner/Show/Auction Fundraiser (held in February). If you know of any
businesses, restaurants, stores, etc., that might be interested in donating an item
or gift certificate for our Auction, please talk with Stacey Hall or Traudy
Burmeister.
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December Birthdays December Anniversaries
Sue Perek - 4™ Don & Marian Campion - 9th
John Hall - 6th

Carol Snelson - 7th

Kent Greenholt - 11
Rose Wirsing - 24™

Hedy Beer - 26™

Traudy Burmeister - 27th

Poinsettias - envelopes to order are on the Welcome Center. The cost this year
is $14.00 per plant.

Calendar Collection - Once again, the Prison Ministry at St. Edna is collecting
calendars for those incarcerated for the next year. You can leave your 2026
calendars in the office or give them to Sue Perek.




