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Well, It’s a New Year 

 At least, that’s what the common Western calendar states. For most of our history as “people,” the New 

Year was marked at the Spring Equinox, the beginning of the Planting Season in most places of the world. That 

would have been in the middle of March. This year it will be on March 20. When Joseph and Mary were traveling 

the Bethlehem from Nazareth, it would have been in late March. Jesus would have been born in April, most likely. 

But, because the Church in the West was trying to squash the worship of the gods of the Seasons among the Gauls 

and the Germans, everything got moved, and the “old holy days” were now THE HOLY DAYS that we’ve just 

celebrated. Not a problem, except Bing Crosby and that bunch couldn’t have all those sleigh rides and songs about 

a White Christmas if the days hadn’t been moved. 

 What IS important is to note that each day is a new day, different from yesterday, different from last week, 

and certainly is not the day after tomorrow. Today is.... today. “This is the day the Lord has made, so let us rejoice 

and be glad in it.” We’ve said that often enough in Worship, haven’t we? And, Jesus tells us that today has enough 

to concern us, so we ought not to be too concerned over what “may be,” “might be,” “could be,” and most certainly 

not “should be,” over anything that may not happen at all. We can “should ourselves to death,” if we worry too 

much. 

 Something else of note is that there are many people who try to make New Year Resolutions. Those work 

out well, don’t they? “This year, I’m going to give up...” whatever. “This year I’m going to lose so-many pounds, 

and not put it back with Easter candy.” “This year, I’m going to....” (You fill in the blank there.) We almost always 

fail, and either laugh it off, or say we’ll try again next year, as if that makes any difference. 

 The only resolution that actually matters is whether we get closer to God through Christ, or we drift further 

away from God and His promises through Christ. Do people actually ever say, “This year, I will pray more often, 

just talk with God in a friendly way throughout the day.” That would be a good one. “This year, I will spend more 

time reading the Bible, so I can catch out the Pastor when he makes some statement that sounds fishy.” That 

would be good one, too. How can you tell if you’re being taught the truth, or the Devil’s deception, unless you’re 

familiar in some way with what God has most surely said? No one can know all there is in the Bible. And there 

is more, still, that could be learned that is not written, for it IS written that if everything that Jesus had done and 

said had been recorded, then the entire creation could not contain all the books. What we’re talking about here is 

“Biblical Knowledge” in that when we (me, too) hear something questionable, then we have some idea where we 

might look in the Bible for clarity, and have fellow Christians with whom we consult on matters. That, of course, 

includes talking directly with me if you have questions about what I’ve said. If I’m wrong, I have the obligation 

to apologize, make correction, repent (meaning to turn back, and not do that again), and we move forward. There 

are people who will not be corrected from the Word of God, but God already has plans for such a person. 

 And, that resolution isn’t to start on the beginning of the New Year. It starts whenever any one of us is 

moved by the Holy Spirit to seek the Lord while it is still day, and He may be found. Familiar with those words? 

From the hymnal of 1940. People were wiser then, I believe, in many issues concerning Faith. When does any of 

this happen? It happens today, whatever day “today” might happen to be. It doesn’t happen tomorrow. It doesn’t 

happen after we’re done with such-and-such busy-ness with which we’re involved. There’s always more stuff to 

keep us busy. Is there anything, however, that deserves more of our time than time with the Lord, and involvement 

with His Word? I am persuaded there is nothing more important. Today is the Day we start. 

 

In Christ Jesus, Pastor Jeffery H. Leichman 



 

FOOD PANTRY UPDATE 

We have now been open for 7 months and word about our new Food Pantry is 

becoming a reality to those in need of additional food.  Many come on a regular basis, 

but we have also welcomed many new families.  We continue to be in need of 

Medium sized boxes to pack the food in.  We are happy to announce that we 

continue to be well stocked due to donations from various different sources. As more 

people are coming to our Food Pantry we always welcome anyone interested in 

volunteering to pick and pack food on the 1st or 3rd Wednesdays each month from 3:30-

5:30 (arrive by 3:15). Questions – see Stacey Hall or Jim/Traudy Burmeister. 
 

SONSHINE PRESCHOOL NEWS 

Upcoming Events –  

• Saturday, January 24, 10:00 a.m. – Noah’s Ark Workshop Fundraiser 

Information about that day’s events and order forms will be available Sunday, January 4 

at the Welcome Center or contact Traudy or Stacey.  If unable to attend to join in the 

fun of stuffing these cute animals with others, orders can still be accepted for you to 

complete at home or give as a gift. 

 

• Sunday, February 15, 3:00 p.m. - Sonshine Preschool/Our Redeemer Family Day 

Fundraiser with the Chicago Wolves Hockey Team.  Informational flyers will available on 

the Welcome Center on Sunday, January 4th.   Questions – contact Traudy 

•  

• Saturday, February 28 – Annual Pasta Dinner/Auction/Student Performance Fundraiser 

We are just starting the pre-planning of our annual Spaghetti/Pasta 

Dinner/Show/Auction Fundraiser (held in February).  If you know of any businesses, 

restaurants, stores, etc., that might be interested in donating an item or gift certificate 

for our Auction, please talk with Stacey Hall or Traudy Burmeister. 

 

 

January Birthdays 

                Justin Burmeister – 7th                                           Ruth Koelper – 20th  

                Karen Braun – 12th                                                       Anne Schultz – 27th 

 

                                           No Anniversaries in January                              


