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Faith — the Way It’s Supposed to Be

After this, the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision:

“Do not be afraid, Abram. I am your shield, your very great reward.”

But Abram said, “O Sovereign LORD, what can you give me

since I remain childless and the one who will inherit my estate

is Eliezer of Damascus?” And Abram said, “You have given me

no children; so a servant in my household will be my heir.”

Then the word of the LORD came to him: “This man will not be your heir,

but a son coming from your own body will be your heir.” He took him

outside and said, “Look up at the heavens and count the stars —

if indeed you can count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your offspring be.”

It is very easy to talk about Faith, and to say that we have Faith, but we usually are a bit vague
about what we mean. There really are two senses, at least, in which we use the word. The first is simply
“belief.” That’s not what we mean here. The second sense is much greater, and much more difficult to
grasp. The second sense of it is this — that we must discover our Spiritual Bankruptcy, and learn to live
with it. We learn that we try our best to live by the virtues which the Lord teaches us, and we discover
that, no matter what, we fail. And, even IF we were to succeed, we wouldn’t get ahead, we’d only be
living up to minimum expectations. God grades a purely Pass-Fail basis, and Pass is only 100%. But,
we’re not lost. God, you see, is concerned over our relationship with Him, not so much about little earthly
details.

God’s concern over us is that we be creatures of a certain quality — namely, creatures as He
intended us to be when He created us, in a certain relation to Him When we are in the right relationship
to the Lord, we will inevitably find that we are in the right relationship to one another. That just happens
as a consequence.

Now, to “discover our Spiritual Bankruptcy” means to truly understand with the heart that
everything we do apart from Him is unclean. This discovery comes by experience, and having to return
to God over, and over, and over, and over again. And knowing that whenever we fall, He — and He alone,
through Jesus Christ His Son — picks us up, cleans us off, cleans our spirits, and sends us back into the
world to do it all over again. Each time, we deepen in love for Him, because of His patience with us —
with each of us.

Abraham fell hard and far when he begot a son of Hagar. To this day, the children of Ishmael
plague the descendants (both in the flesh, and most importantly in the Spirit) of Abraham. There is eternal
deliverance for the true Spiritual children of Abraham, trusting in God all our days, but there will always
be earthly, material, consequences. For those who are of the flesh only there is nothing at all; for those
who are of the Spirit, there is hope for eternal life in peace. As for our failings, we leave that to God
through Jesus. We just keep enduring, trying, and understanding that we will never be perfect — not in
this world.

So, what do we do? We receive all from the hands of God, rejoice in them, be happy that He
remembers us, and just keep living in hope, and in His love, living in the right relationship with God,
and so also with one another. That’s what it is to live in Faith

Pr. Jeffery H. Leichman



Food Pantry Update

Our Food Pantry dates for July and August are as follows: July 1, July 22, August 5, and August 19.
Volunteers are always welcomed, especially for the July 1st date due to some regular volunteers
being on vacation.

We especially want to thank you all for bringing in boxes and/or bags when we need them,
however, at this moment we are well stocked. Please hang on to any you may have until we
request for more.

Questions, contact Stacey Hall or Jim/Traudy Burmeister.

Summer Suppers
The dates for our next Summer Suppers will be Thursday, July 9 and August 13. We are so blessed

to have around 4 women from FKMCC volunteering with us on a regular basis. Because one of
our main cooks will be on vacation for the July 9th supper, they have offered to make the ‘main
meal’ entrée for July.
If interested in donating towards our ‘to-go bags’, items needed are:

e (Gatorade/Powerade/water bottles

e Cookie/chips/crackers/pretzels packs, granola bars, etc.
Thank you and feel free to drop off at church at any time.
Volunteers are always welcomed, or just come to see how this program helps so many people
who are ‘homeless’ in our area. See Stacey Hall or Jim/Traudy Burmeister if you have any
questions.

Sonshine Preschool News

We want to thank those who offered their unused umbrellas for us to use in our ‘very sunny
playground’. The students and staff truly appreciated it.

Remember... ‘word of mouth’ is our best advertising, so please feel free to recommend Sonshine
to anyone with young children. We would love to continue to grow and spread the love of Jesus to
more children in our community.

To start our new school year, we would like to do a little ‘house cleaning/organizing/purging’
This will be happening in August. If you feel you can volunteer some of your time to assist with
this, please let us know. Some tasks will include being able to ‘sit down’ to be completed.

We also would like to thank everyone for all the prayers and support given throughout the year.
We have just finished our June Summer Session and ask for your continual prayers as we start a
new school year in September. Blessings from the Sonshine Preschool Staff (Mrs. Burmeister,
Mrs. Hall and Mrs. P. Harave).

Toiletries Collection

Prison Ministry at St Edna is collecting toiletries for the two women's prisons in Illinois this
summer. If you have any travel sized toiletries of shampoo, conditioner, deodorant, toothpaste,
lotion or bars of soap, we would be grateful to include them until August. Please drop them off at
church in the baskets marked for toiletries. Many thanks for your donations to these women. For
questions - see Sue Perek.

Note: There will not be any Weekly Bulletin Announcements until Sunday, July 26. Refer to
the Monthly News & Calendars for event dates and times.



