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The Green Season 
 

 The Church Calendar is divided into two parts: there’s the Half Year of the Lord; 

and there’s the Half Year of the Church. Not evenly divided into six month portions, but 

that’s what they’re called. From Advent to end of the Easter Cycle is the Lord’s; from 

Pentecost until the beginning of Advent is the Church’s. All the different colors of the 

Altar Paraments and the Stoles (“God scarves,” as some of you have called them) have 

significance during these phases. Let’s look at them. 

 In Advent, the color is blue. Originally it was purple, just like in Lent. Blue is the 

color of preparation. No, I don’t know why – it just is. During Advent, we’re preparing 

for Christmas. On Christmas, the color goes to white. White is the color of purity, of high 

festival and celebration. There are other times when we use white, but this is the first in 

the Calendar. 

 Then there’s the red. Red is the color of the Holy Spirit. It’s the color of fire. It’s 

also the color of blood. Red stands for days when the Holy Spirit moved in a special way 

in the Church. On Pentecost, for instance, the Holy Spirit came to the Apostles, and settled 

upon them with a sign of tongues of flame. Any day when we celebrate the special actions 

of the Holy Spirit will be red. 

 In Lent, we go to purple. Purple is the color of penitence, of sorrow. Maybe it’s 

from having gotten beaten about the head by the priest when confessing sins. Again, I 

don’t know why it’s purple. So, we use purple for the confessional, and for the season 

when we’re supposed to be reflecting upon our sins, in preparation of giving them all up 

to Jesus once again on Good Friday. Recall that when Jesus was nailed to His Cross, He 

took all of our sins with Him, so we remember that. Purple is the color of contrition, 

confession, but also of forgiveness. 

 On Good Friday, everything is black. The deep black is to symbolize the gloom and 

misery of the day on which the Lord gave Himself unto death because of our sins. It’s a 

high festival, and we have every reason to be grateful, but it’s still a horrible day – the 

righteous dying for the unrighteous. 

 And now we’re into green. On Trinity Sunday, we were white, because we 

commemorate Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Through the rest of the season, however, we 

go green. Green is for growth, and newness, and is the color of the leaves, of grass, of 

every good growing thing from the earth. The Trinity Season (or called the Pentecost 

Season in the new hymnal) is the time for the Church to be growing, to be doing things 

other than continual Worship Services like in Advent and Lent. It’s not the time when the 

Church goes on vacation. It’s the time for Spiritual development. It’s a time when we 

explore ways of becoming more mature Christians.  



Ironically, it’s been the time when Bible Studies have fallen by the wayside, when Sunday 

Schools shut down, and Worship attendance drops like a rock. The Green Season is the 

time when we should be growing closer to the SON, not to the sun. No, I’m not trying to 

be cute; I’m just pointing out what people do. It’s backwards. In looking at the world, and 

how it’s blossoming again, we should be celebrating and thanking God for all His 

goodness to us. It’s the time when we should be growing closer to God, growing upward, 

just as the trees are reaching their limbs up towards God, seeking to reach Him. 

 But, there’s that man-made tradition in this country of the schools letting out for the 

summer months, and no one remembers why. It wasn’t so that the children could take it 

easy. It was originally so that they could go help on the farm, when their labor was most 

needed. Can’t we see it’s that way with the Church, too? “The Harvest is plentiful, but the 

workers are few.” (Matt. 9:37) God needs us out in the fields, working with Him, for Him. 

He’s not given us a vacation from the Faith – He’s given us time off from other duties to 

attend to His farm. Oh, and remembering that we are also part of the farm ourselves. It’s 

an odd situation. So, we’re to be growing along with the other good crops, but also be 

encouraging the laggards to keep growing, too. We do have to keep growing, you know. 

And, we have to yield fruit of some kind. It just is. 

 This Trinity Season, yes, take some time off for your mental and emotional health, 

away from the drudgery of the last few months. But, not the whole season – that’s not 

what it’s for. And then return to the Church, refreshed, and seek further refreshment of 

your spirit. Come, be fed, watered, and grow. We need the “Son shine” a whole lot more 

than we need sunshine. 

 

In Christ Jesus, 

Pr. Jeff L 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Food Pantry Update 
As we begin our 2nd year this week, we are thankful that we have been able to offer 
some assistance to those who are dealing with ‘food insecurity’.  We have been blessed 
to have a handful of volunteers from the First Korean Methodist Church assist us. We 
have received much positive and thankful feedback from those who come to ‘shop’ at 
our Food Pantry.  On an average, we usually supply food for around 25-30 families every 
time we are open. 
We thank you all for bringing in boxes and/or bags when we need them, however, at 
this moment we are well stocked.  Please hang on to any you may have until we request 
for more. 
The dates for the Food Pantry this month are Wednesday, June 3 and June 17.  
Questions, contact Stacey Hall or Jim/Traudy Burmeister. 
 
Summer Suppers 
Our ‘Summer Suppers’ program has begun (2nd Thursday of the month).  We are always 
looking for volunteers to help in the kitchen or to serve food or set up tables or bundle 
silverware, or bundle ‘to-go’ bags. If interested in donating towards our ‘to-go bags’, 
items needed are: 

• Gatorade/Powerade/water bottles 

• Cookie/chips/crackers/pretzels packs, granola bars, etc.  

Thank you and feel free to drop off at church at any time.  Questions – see Stacey Hall 
or Traudy Burmeister 
 
Sonshine Preschool News - Need 
Since we will be spending more time outdoors during our June Summer Session, we are 
in need of some umbrellas.  Our playground and area around it do not have any trees to 
protect us from the sun and the heat.  If you have any patio/table type umbrellas (with 
or without bases) that you are no longer using and would be willing to donate, please 
let us know.  We would truly appreciate it. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


