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Risen from the Dead, Ascending into Heaven 

 Every ten years or so, the heretical “gospels” seem to show up again in the minds of so-called scholars, 

who try their darnedest to change the Christian teaching of that Jesus is God. Many of the documents that get 

dragged up are the “gospel of Thomas,” “gospel of Peter,” “gospel of Barnabas,” “gospel of Judas” (of all things), 

and one popular one among feminist and “woke” theologians: “the gospel of Jesus’ wife.” Several things these 

writings pretty much all have in common is the down-grading of the Lord’s Supper, or denying that Jesus was 

“dead” as we (and the Romans, who were professionals at this) understand dead. Oh, and denial that Jesus is 

without sin. And, some of these “writings” are just papyrus fragments that lack context, but nonetheless are called 

“gospel accounts” by the people who dug them up. 

 In some of these accounts, the Lord’s Supper is celebrated with bread and water, not wine, as the Scriptures 

are clear in teaching. And, the Lord’s Supper is merely “in remembering Jesus,” without any power, without Jesus 

being truly present in Body and Blood. Ruins everything. If Jesus is not present, then it’s just a vain ritual, and 

there is absolutely no reason to do it. After all, salvation is not dependent upon receiving the Lord’s Supper. The 

Lord’s Supper is here with us as a gift to help us to endure each week, week after week, being attacked by the 

devil and the world. It’s the gift that gives us courage to face each day knowing that because Jesus is risen, He 

has caused us to be risen with Him, and we will overcome all things, because by Him we are more than conquerors 

through Him, who overcame all. Oh, and we need to use the same elements as Jesus did at The Las Supper because 

otherwise we cannot know if we’re doing as He said to do; water is not wine, bear or ale is not wine, and grape 

juice is not wine; with the grape juice we can say honestly that if we leave it out overnight, exposed to air, then it 

has become a very weak wine. I know, people winch at that, but it’s true. We could always use a dropper, and 

add one drop of wine to the bottle, and so accomplish the same task. Point is, use what Jesus used, or else it’s 

uncertain. 

 Other common points of these heretical writings (known, by the way, by the second generation of 

Christians, and rejected as blasphemous, sacrilegious) is that Jesus was not only tempted, but gave into them. Oh, 

other writings claim that since Jesus only appeared to be human, but was not, that He was never actually tempted, 

but that’s a different problem than these “gospels.” In some accounts, Jesus rose from the dead, then ran off with 

Mary Magdalene, and they raised a rowdy family of little ones. What then of the Ascension? Some, these days, 

will say that the Apostles made that up, so they wouldn’t look like fools. Some (same bunch of guys) also claim 

that Jesus wasn’t crucified at all, but that Simon from Cyrene was killed in His place. So on, and so on, and so on 

– whatever can be done to deny that Jesus is God. 

 Enough of all that, okay? Very soon we will be celebrating Holy Week, from the Triumphal Entry into 

Jerusalem on Palm Sunday, through the Glorious Resurrection of Christ from the dead, as proclamation, “I WIN!” 

If ever there was a reason to put a big “W” in your window, it’s for Easter Sunday. Jesus, despite all the powers 

of the devil to prevent Him from making the Win, and despite all the powers of the “scholars” of the world who 

try to deny Jesus is God (both in the second century, and now in the twenty-first century, and every stage in 

between), we know that Jesus truly is God, who came to us just because we could not go to Him. He cleared the 

way for us to follow Him in His ascension. We will not likely ascend that same way He did, going up the clouds 

of glory, disappearing when He reached the end of sight, unless one among us is like Elijah, taken in a whirlwind, 

but the path has been cleared for us to follow. And, we will. No teaching of scholars seeking earthly fame, or 

trying to disrupt the Church, will ever succeed. When Jesus declared that He won, He won for good, and He won 

for us. 

 

In Christ Jesus, Pr. Jeffery H. Leichman 



 

Midweek Lent Services and Suppers 

Midweek Lent Services will be held on the following Wednesdays March 4, 11, 18 and 25 at 6:30 

pm.  

 

Each Wednesday during Lent, a light supper will be held in the Parlor from 5:30 PM to 6:15 PM.  

The suppers are prepared by volunteers each week. There will be two signup sheets posted at 

the Welcome Center, one for the weekly volunteer hosts and one for the people who will be 

attending (so the hosts have an idea how much to prepare). 

 

If you are interested in hosting, all that is required is a light meal and dessert of your choosing.  

Bowls, plates, utensils, and butter will be on hand for you to use. There is cooking equipment in 

the kitchen, or you can prepare the meal at home and bring it in. If you would like to participate 

but do not have time to prepare a meal, Carry Out/Delivery is also an option.  

 

This is a great opportunity for some Our Redeemer fellowship.  Please consider hosting one of 

the five weeks and plan to attend all five weeks to enjoy the company of your fellow members. 

 

If you have any questions, please contact Jim 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Easter Lilies  
Our Redeemer and the First Korean Methodist Church would like to decorate the Sanctuary for 
Easter Sunday. We do not know what our cost is going to be until Home Depot receives them, 
but we would like to get an idea of how many we need. If you are interested in ordering a Lily, 
please fill out an envelope, which will be on the Welcome Center beginning March 8th. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holy Week Services 

March 29th – 9:00 am - Palm Sunday – Holy Communion 

April 2nd – 5:00 pm - Maundy Thursday – Holy Communion 

April 3rd – 5:00 pm - Good Friday – No Communion 

April 5th – 8:30 -9:30 am Easter Breakfast - more info to come 

April 5th – 10:00 am - The Resurrection of Our Lord – Holy Communion 

There is a Voters Meeting immediately following the service on March 22nd. 



 
Food Pantry Update  

Thank you for all the boxes thus far – please hold on to those you still have until we run out 

and request for more.  This month’s Open Food Pantry days are Wed., March 4 and Wed., 

March 18 from 3:30-5:30.  If interested in helping to pack food (arrive at 3:15).  We welcome 

anyone to come see how smoothly this outreach program is running – much in part due to our 

organizers, volunteers and generous donations.  Questions – see Stacey Hall or Jim/Traudy 

Burmeister 

 

 

 

 

March Birthdays 

JoAnn Clow – 5th 

Robin Reschke – 18th 

Mario Santiago – 20th 

Ray Clow – 22nd 

Fred Vosecky – 29th 

Betty Greenholt – 31st 

                                                                   

                                           No Anniversaries in March 


