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Already May, Isn’t It 

 Last month I missed the newsletter. Was caught-up with Lent Services and 

Sermons, some health issues, this, that, and the other. Now, though, I’m short of 

ideas of what to write. I am a bear of little brain, as Pooh said, and sometimes 

thoughts escape me. This sometimes happens when trying to prepare something for 

the Sonshine Preschool children, because I’m trying to think like a three-year-old, 

or at most a five-year-old. It’s been a long time since I’ve been that age. There are 

some things I do remember, so I’ll tell you something that was important when I was 

five years old. That, my friends, was BATMAN. 

 Yes, the original series from 1966. All the little boys would be at home, or at 

a friend’s home, laying on the floor, on our bellies, watching Adam West in that 

ridiculous outfit, going BOOF! WHAM! BLAM! against the Henchmen of the 

Riddler, the Joker, the Penguin, Catwoman,... everyone bouncing off the walls, 

nobody getting hurt. THEN, afterwards, we’d use diaper pins (we all had younger 

brothers or sisters still in diapers), a dark bath-towel, pin it around our necks, and 

then be running through the shrubbery, climbing trees, making all the BOOF! 

WHAM! BLAM! sounds. The difference here is that some of us did get hurt. Then 

the moms would pull out the Bactine Spray and the Bandaids, and everything would 

be good. 

 The important thing to learn from this is how we lose Imagination as we get 

older. I don’t know how, or why. What is it that takes away our ability to create an 

entirely new world in our thoughts, and what’s more, to actually put ourselves into 

that world. I can see it in how the little children of the Preschool play with toy bricks, 

building castles; in how the little girls put on Disney Princess Gowns, and actually 

dream of a world of magic. The only time we get that back in our age is in a really 

good novel – if there were any new good ones being written. As a teenager, I got lost 

in books all the time. Many were classics, some were new. But, not usually any book 

that made it to any “must read” lists by newspapers, or magazines. Esoteric classics, 

like Ivanhoe, were my favorites. Can’t say I put myself into the stories, but I 

imagined how the characters actually looked, how they walked, talked. Then, years 

later when (if) that book might come out as a movie, say (out loud, no less) that they 

got it all wrong, because my imagining is right. 

 



 There is one place where we need to use our Imagination, if we can. Not to 

add, not to create anything new, but to picture the persons, picture the places, picture 

the events. Just reading the words like reading a legal document does us no good. 

I’m speaking, of course, of the Bible. We need to picture Moses. We need to picture 

the earth opening up and swallowing those who rebelled against God’s leading 

through Moses. We need to picture the Prophets, and the strange things that God did 

through them.  

Most of all, however, we need to picture Jesus as He walked the earth, how He 

interacted with the people around Him, then use that wonderful gift of Imagination 

to see how Jesus would interact with us. If we came to Him, how would we present 

ourselves? Would we be like the ex-leper who came running back to Jesus to offer 

Him thanksgiving and praise for having cured us (and he was a Samaritan)? Would 

we be like the rich young man who claims to have kept the Law from our birth, and 

then with self-righteousness ask what we need more to be saved? I believe we’d all 

fall somewhere in the spectrum between those two examples. Both – and all of us – 

have to be prepared to be told something unexpected. The man who was a leper was 

told just to go show himself to the Priests. When seeking a miracle, that’s not what 

most would expect to hear. The rich young man was told that he had to give up all 

those things in which he felt secure on this earth. That scares most people, but it is 

what we need to do; we must never place our eternal trust in things that perish, but 

seek those things that are above. 

None of this means that we create anything new in the Bible, but in picturing 

ourselves living with Jesus, walking with Jesus, being as dim as Peter was so often 

(yet being called the Rock because of a simple confession of trust), we can see how 

much Jesus endures for our sake. He took all the knocks, all the BLAM! POW! 

SOWWEE! from the Devil, then in the end Rises back up, and chains up the Evil 

One, trapped in his own trap. Only after, in the denouement, do we see that in 

knocking down Jesus, in bruising His heel, that the Devil’s own head has been 

crushed. Not all his minions, no Riddler, no Joker, no Penguin, no demon, no matter 

how disguised, even as an angel from Heaven, can trap any of us, for we are Jesus’ 

sidekicks, His followers, who go where He leads, and will go where He has gone. 

He has called us, paid all the fees, and we are His. Use your Imagination, and picture 

that. And smile. It’s a beautiful sight. 

 

God’s Peace to you all, 

Pastor Jeffery H. Leichman 

 



Food Pantry Update 

After almost a year since the start of the Food Pantry, we have and continue to 

make it a smoother operation to make it easy for not only the ‘shoppers’, but also 

for our volunteers.  We always welcome you to come see how this program is run 

and volunteer an hour or more to help.  The ‘shoppers’ who come are always so 

appreciative and thank all of us for what we are offering.  Please bring in any 

medium sized boxes or paper handled store bags (like grocery bags or large gift 

bags) you are no longer in need of.  Please bring them to church at any time.  The 

dates for the Food Pantry this month are Wednesdays, May 6 and May 20.  

Questions, contact Stacey Hall or Jim/Traudy Burmeister. 

 

Summer Suppers 

Our ‘summer suppers’ program will begin on Thursday, May 14.  We will be 

offering meals to the homeless in our community on the 2nd Thursday during the 

months of May thru September.  We are always looking for volunteers to help in 

the kitchen or serve food or set up tables or bundle silverware, or bundle ‘to-go’ 

bags.  In the past our ‘to-go’ bags for those who attend included items such as 

Gatorade/Powerade bottles, water bottles, cookie/chips/crackers/pretzels packs, 

etc.  If you would be interested in donating any of these items for us, we would 

really appreciate it.  Feel free to drop off at church at any time.  Stacey Hall and 

Traudy Burmeister 

 

Sonshine Preschool News 

We thank those who attended our Annual Taco Night/Spring Program on April 23.  

This year’s Sonshine Program consisted of a ‘small skit’ about the 3 Little Pigs 

(they had on pig noses/ears), Old McDonald had a Farm (they were animals), and 

some nursery rhymes.  Their songs consisted of ‘Jesus is Alive…’, Kumbaya My 

Lord…’, ‘Rain, Rain Go Away chant’, and more.  Thank you all for all of your 

support throughout the year. 

Please keep Sonshine Preschool in your prayers as we finish our 2025-2026 school 

season, start our June summer program and especially as we start a new school 

year in September. 

 

 

 

 



May 2026 Calendar 
Date         Day                         Time                                                                   Event___________________ 

  3             Sunday                9:00 AM                                      5th Sunday after Easter (Holy Communion) 

                     Coffee And…  May Birthdays 

 

  6             Wednesday      11:00 AM                                     Bible Study 

                                               3:30 PM                                     Food Pantry 

 

10             Sunday                9:00 AM                                     6th Sunday of Easter (No Communion) 

                                                                                                   Coffee And… 

                                                                                                   Mother’s Day 

 

13            Wednesday       11:00 AM                                     Bible Study 

 

14            Thursday              5:30 PM                                     Summer Supper 

 

17            Sunday                 9:00 AM                                     7th Sunday of Easter (Holy Communion) 

                              Coffee And… 

 

20            Wednesday       11:00 AM                                     Bible Study 

       3:30 PM                                     Food Pantry 

 

21            Thursday            10:00 AM                                    Sonshine Preschool Graduation & Picnic 

 

24            Sunday                 9:00 AM                                     Day of Pentecost (Holy Communion) 

                                                                                                    Coffee And… 

 

27            Wednesday       11:00 AM                                     Bible Study 

 

31            Sunday                 9:00 AM                                     Holy Trinity (Holy Communion) 
  

Birthdays this month 

Cindy Reschke -2nd 

Barb Zommer – 10th 

Marian Campion – 13th 

Tim Perek – 16th 

Cheryl Gerson – 17th  

Pastor Jeff Leichman – 21st 

Janet Koelper – 24th 

 

No Anniversaries in May 


