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Give Thanks 

 

 In 1777, a year after the Declaration of Independence, the Continental Congress declared a day 

of thanksgiving to celebrate a Revolutionary War victory over the British at Saratoga. The first president, 

George Washington, declared a day of thanksgiving and prayer in 1789, partly to honor the new U.S. 

Constitution. It took the trauma of the Civil War, however, to make Thanksgiving a formal, annual, 

National holiday. Abraham Lincoln, writing that the Nation’s many blessings “should be solemnly, 

reverently, and gratefully acknowledged. I do, therefore, invite my fellow-citizens in every part of the 

United States, and also those who are at sea and those who are sojourning in foreign lands, to set apart 

and observe the last Thursday of November next as a day of thanksgiving and praise to our beneficent 

Father who dwelleth in the heavens.” 

 And here you thought that Thanksgiving Day was established by the Pilgrims, didn’t you? But, 

even this formal proclamation by President Lincoln isn’t the full story by any means. Let’s see what God 

has to say about Giving Thanks: 

 

“In everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.” (1 Th 5:18) 

 

“Oh, give thanks to the Lord of lords! For His mercy endures forever!” (Psalm 136, many) 

 

 So there we have giving thanks in the form of Law. That is, telling us what we ought to be doing 

in our lives. It is, however, not a burdensome law, for this is a willing response by us towards the Lord 

for all that He did, does, and will do – for us. 

 

 The more interesting passages of Scripture that mention giving thanks, though, is for the gift our 

brothers and sisters in Christ: 

 

“We give thanks to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you.” (Col 1:3) 

 

“I do not cease to give thanks for you, making mention of you in my prayers.” (Eph 1:16) 

 

“We give thanks to God always for you all, making mention of you in our prayers.” (1 Th 1:2) 

 

 There’s more, if you look, not using the words “give thanks,” but synonymous phrases, like being 

grateful, being blessed. Yet, not for things, but for the gift of the Fellowship of the Saints. Now, how 

often do Christians look to one another, and say, “my life is much better knowing you.” Can’t we say this 

with honesty? If not, then maybe we’re looking to get something from that other person that is not what 

God is giving to us through them. Many times we are blessed by doing something for the other, so that 

it reveals to us those hidden gifts within ourselves that wouldn’t show forth without the other. How’s that 

for something to consider? 

 In the month of November, we, the people of these United States of America, are supposed to 

thank God for the gift of this Republic, where the freedoms are practiced that other nations of the world 

either envy or despise. We do not despise the freedom to gather as a Church. We do not despise the 

freedom to speak plainly the Word of God. There are forces and powers among us trying to curtail these, 

but we fight, in the Name of Christ. What is this land in which we live? A land of free people, under God. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

In Christ Jesus, Rev Jeff Leichman 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Food Pantry Update  
We have seen an increase in the number of people attending our Open Food 
Pantry days.  Those who have attended are very appreciative and have spread 
the word to others.  With the generous monetary donations, we are able to keep 
our shelves very well stocked.  We also continue to receive donations in various 
other ways: 

• Amazon Fresh has, periodically, given us boxes of non-perishable foods, 

pizzas and other frozen items. 

• Amazon Fresh will be donating many turkeys in time for Thanksgiving 

• Volunteers from Community Keepers come twice a month to donate food 

from Costco or Trader Joe’s (items such as fruit, bakery goods, frozen 

meat, pre-made soups). 

Thank you all for your box/bag donations, however, please hold on to them at 
home (don’t throw them away) for a few more weeks until we use up the ones 
we have already received. We will continually need them to pack the food.  We 
welcome anyone interested in volunteering some time on the 1st or 3rd 
Wednesdays each month from 3:30-5:30 (arrive by 3:15). Questions – see 
Stacey Hall or Jim/Traudy Burmeister 
 
Adopt-a-Family Wheeling Township Holiday Program:  This year the 
Township is only asking for donation of gift cards, which will be given to families 
who qualify. If you would like to donate towards the purchase of the gift cards, 
please contact Traudy Burmeister or Stacey Hall.  These gift cards will be 
ordered through a fundraiser with Little City/Countryside Center for the Disabled 
in Palatine. 
 
Thanksgiving Eve Service and Pie Social – Wednesday, November 26 
The worship service begins at 5:30 pm, followed by dessert. Everyone is 
welcome to stay after the church service and enjoy some pie and fellowship.  
There will be a ‘sign-up’ sheet on the Welcome Center for anyone interested in 
bringing a ‘pie’ to share (not mandatory). 
 
Sanctuary Decorating – Saturday, November 29 – 10:00 a.m. 
If you can spare some time, we would love as many people as possible to help 
make our church building festive for the Christmas Season.  With many ‘hands’ 
helping, the faster it will get done so we can all enjoy the rest of the day. 
 
Calendar Collection - Once again, the Prison Ministry at St. Edna is 
collecting calendars for those incarcerated for the next year. You can leave 
your 2026 calendars in the office or give them to Sue Perek. 
 

 
 



 

 
SONSHINE PRESCHOOL NEWS 

 
Christmas Wreaths, etc. 
Thank you to Our Redeemer members and Sonshine Preschool parents who 
purchased items to help with this yearly fundraiser. We will have the orders at 
church on Saturday, November 22.  Pickup can be arranged with Traudy 
Burmeister for that day, or Sunday, Nov. 23, or Thanksgiving Eve Service or on 
Sunday, November 30th. 
 
Upcoming Events – SAVE THE DATES  

• Saturday, January 24, 10:00 a.m. – Noah’s Ark Workshop Fundraiser 

• Sunday, February 15, 3:00 p.m. - Sonshine Preschool/Our Redeemer 

Family Day Fundraiser with the Chicago Wolves Hockey Team 

• Saturday, February 28 – Annual Pasta Dinner/Auction/Student Perfor-

mance Fundraiser 

We are just starting the pre-planning of our annual Spaghetti/Pasta Din-

ner/Show/Auction Fundraiser (held in February).  If you know of any busi-

nesses, restaurants, stores, etc., that might be interested in donating an 

item or gift certificate for our Auction, please talk with Stacey Hall or 

Traudy Burmeister. 

 

 
 
 

                                                                                                 
 

November Birthdays                              November Anniversaries    

Robby Noll – 1st                                                                               Chuck & Karen Braun – 6th 

Jim Burmeister – 12th                                                                  Tim & Sue Perek - 11th 

Judy Vosecky – 14th 

Shannon Hall – 18th 

 


